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NVC & NVC FOUNDATION CALENDAR

August 26, Friday  6:00pm – 6:30pm *NVC Executive Council Meeting
 6:30pm – 7:00 pm *NVC Foundation Board Meeting
 7:00pm – 8:00pm *NVC/NVCF Combined Membership Meeting

Sept 9, Friday 10:00am  ‘Talk Story’

Sept. 30, Friday 6:00pm – 6:30pm *NVC Executive Council Meeting
 6:30pm – 7:00 pm *NVC Foundation Board Meeting
 7:00pm – 8:00pm *NVC/NVCF Combined Membership Meeting

NOTE: NVC Memorial Hall is now fully open, but for the safety of our volunteers and those who use the Hall, we will con-
tinue to follow Coronavirus/COVID-19 protocols suggested by CDC, State, County, and City health officials. Please check 
with us or visit the website for current information. For additional information, email: info@seattlenvc.org  

*Hybrid Meeting: The monthly Executive Council, Board, and General Membership Meetings are held on a Hybrid basis 
-- you can attend In-Person at the NVC Memorial Hall OR join Online through a Zoom livestream virtual connection. 

- If attending In-Person, you must be fully vaccinated (boosters included); wear an appropriate mask while inside the Hall 
if recommended by CDC, State, County, or City COVID protocols; and follow other COVID mitigation guidelines as directed. 

-For more information and the link for the Livestream of the Meeting, email: nvcfoundation@hotmail.com 

Installation of the security fence 
on the South portion of the park-
ing lot with automated gates 
started on August 1st.  Electrical 
conduits were laid out and en-
cased in concrete.  We expect a 
completion date of August 26th.  
I’ll explain in future newslet-
ters how members, volunteers, 
and guests will access the NVC 
Memorial Hall parking lot and 
the NVCF Memorial Wall on the 
backside of the lot.  

Interim Chief of Police Adrian 
Diaz, Seattle Police Depart-
ment, dropped by while we 
were laying out the electrical 
conduit.  The crew from All 
City Fencing were impressed 
that the Chief drives by NVC on 
his way to work!

I attended the Oregon WWII 
Nisei Memorial Highway 
dedication on August 13th.  It 
was quite an event with a few 
Nisei soldiers in attendance and 
many family members.  This one 
was special for me because my 

NVC Commander’s Column   By Michael J. Yaguchi

late uncle, Kenji Yaguchi, 232nd 
Combat Engr Bn, was recognized 
along with his fellow WWII Nisei 
Oregonians.  The September 
issue will highlight this special 
recognition in more detail.

 Finally, I sincerely thank all the 
new and seasoned volunteers 
who make projects and events 
run smoothly at NVC.   As a token 
of appreciation, I handed the Ni-
sei Luncheon volunteers the NVC 
challenge coin at the July and 
August event.  Again, my thanks 
and appreciation to you.
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us, “To me a description of a 
Hero is not the guys that came 
back with a chest full of med-
als, but the ones that made the 
supreme sacrifice for you, me, 
and for our Great Country.”  Tosh 
Tokunaga, you are our Hero, and 
our organizations will always be 
grateful to you, Dolly, and your 
Family.

NVC/NVC Foundation has been 
resuming some of our regular 
activities and events.  We will be 
giving a presentation and have 
an education booth set up at 
Japan Week at Bellevue College 
Sept 24th. Please join us for a 
fun day filled with activities and 
educational programs for all. 

The Japanese American Mu-
seum of Oregon has loaned us 
an interactive Minidoka Trunk 
Exhibit Kiosk, and it will be on 
display at the hall until October 
1st for your viewing. Come down 
and take a look!

Also, it has been a long time 
coming, but you will see that 
major progress has been made in 
the building of a fence to secure 
our property, parking lot, and 
building.  For the safety of our 
membership and visitors, this 
was a necessary step we had to 
take.  Please have patience as 
we work through the construc-
tion process. 

Otherwise, remember to check 
out our website calendar for 
more upcoming events and post-
ings, including our next meeting 
on Friday, August 26 at the hall. 
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NVC Foundation President’s Column By Geri Lynne Egeler

After taking a break in July, we 
are back to work, and there is a 
flurry of activity.

First, the Foundation would like 
to extend our deepest condo-
lences to the Tokunaga Family 
for the recent passing of Tosh 
Tokunaga.  He was among the 
few Nisei veterans left and was 
always an influential supporter 
of the Nisei Vets organization.

I remember working on a Mini-
doka video project at the hall, 
centered around telling Tosh’s 
story.  In researching his life, 
we were amazed at his wartime 
experience and heroism.  One 
interesting story that Dolly 
shared was that Tosh volun-
teered for a work crew to help 

get a camp ready, which turned 
out to be Minidoka.  At 17 years 
old, Tosh was the youngest in the 
group.  The crew lived in Block 2 
and worked with transportation 
and set up.  They frequently ate 
Japanese food at the No Delay 
Café and went to the Covey 
Motor Inn at Twin Falls.  So, Tosh 
got an early preview of Minido-
ka, where his community would 
later be in incarcerated.

More accounts of Tosh’s heroism 
are outlined in the separate bio 
we put together for the video 
project.  

When I first became involved 
with the NVC and Foundation, I 
remember something Tosh told 

Tosh Tokunaga
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Nisei Luncheon 
volunteers receive the 
NVC challenge coin at 
the July and August 
event.

NVC Commander’s Column
(continued from pg.1)
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ROBERT WHITING…journalist and author who has lived in To-
kyo for more than half a century. One of only a few Western writers to 
have a regular newspaper column in Japanese, Robert is the author 
of several highly successful books on Japan including the best-selling 
You Gotta Have Wa (on baseball in Japan) and The Meaning of Ichiro: 
The New Wave from Japan and the Transformation of Our National 
Pastime (2004).

CHUCK ARMSTRONG…Mariners executive who brought 
Ichiro to the U.S. in 2001. Chuck joined the Mariners in 1983 as team 
President and served in that role for 28 of the next 30 years. During 
his tenure, he was involved in all major decisions on an off the field, 
including drafting MLB Hall of Fame centerfielder, Ken Griffey, Jr. in 
1987, opening Safeco Field (now T-Mobile Park) in 1999 and posting 
for and signing Ichiro. 

DON WAKAMATSU…first Asian-American Manager in MLB & 
Ichiro’s Manager 2009-2010. A Hood River, Oregon native and fourth-
generation Japanese American, Wakamatsu’s paternal grandparents 
were among the tens of thousands of Japanese Americans forced 
by the U.S. government into internment (detention) camps during 
World War II. A three-sport star at Hayward High School in California, 
Wakamatsu played baseball at Arizona State University, where was 
the starting catcher during his sophomore year. He was named first-
team All-Pacific-10 Conference (1983–85) and drafted by the Cincin-
nati Reds in the 11th round of the1985 MLB draft.

ALVIN DAVIS…”Mr. Mariner” played professionally in both 
the U.S. and Japan. The pride of the Arizona State Sun Devils and a 
nine-year MLB veteran, Alvin made his major league debut with the 
Mariners in 1984. In his rookie season, he was chosen for the All-
Star Game, named Mariners’ MVP and voted MLB American League 
Rookie of the Year. He was inducted into the Mariners Hall of Fame 
in 1997 and received the Al “Moose “Clausen Community Service 
Award in 2015. Davis currently serves as a roving Minor League 
instructor for the Mariners. 

RICK GRIFFIN…athletic trainer for Ichiro. Rick served as the 
Head Athletic Trainer with the Seattle Mariners for 35 years, includ-
ing throughout Ichiro’s entire career. He and his team were named 
MLB Athletic Training Staff of the year following the 1999 season, 
and he was inducted into the Washington State Athletic Trainers 
Association (WSATA) Hall of Fame in 2016. A 2018 recipient of the 
Al “Moose” Clausen Community Service Award, Rick also made 25 
trips to Japan with MLB Teams and served as an advisor to Japanese 
teams and trainers for over three decades. 

THE IMPACT OF 
ICHIRO
Saturday, August 27 
1:00pm-3:00pm at Nisei Vets Hall 

presents 

JIM COLBORN…U.S. scout who spotted Ichiro.  A right-handed 
pitcher for 10 years with the Cubs, Brewers, Royals and Mariners, 
Colborn was an American League All-Star in 1973 and threw the first 
Royal’s no-hitter at Royal’s Stadium in 1977. He served as a pitching 
coach for the Orix Blue Wave in Kobe, Japan for four seasons and for 
the Dodgers and Pirates eight seasons. As an international scout for 
the Mariners, he first saw Ichiro when he was a Minor Leaguer, and 
became a strong advocate for the Mariners to post for Ichiro. 

TED HEID…former Mariners International Scout. Ted served as a 
Seattle Mariners scout from 1993 until his retirement in 2020, cover-
ing Japan, South Korea, China, Taiwan, Brazil, Mexico, and Australia. 
Fluent in Japanese after serving a 2-year church mission in Japan, 
Ted graduated from BYU with degree in Japanese. Heid was involved 
in recruiting Mac Suzuki, Kazuhiro Sasaki, Ichiro Suzuki, Shigetoshi 
Hasegawa, Masao Kida, Kenji Johjima, Munenori Kawasaki, Nori 
Aoki, Hisashi Iwakuma, Yusei Kikuchi and Yoshihisa Hirano to play for 
the Mariners

MONA LEE LOCKE…Emmy award-winning journalist and for-
mer first lady of Washington State. With more than 30 years of expe-
rience as a communication professional and executive leader, Mona 
most recently led communications for one of the largest non-profit 
health care systems in Washington State, Swedish Health Services. 
A former news reporter for both KING5 and KIRO7 in Seattle, Mona 
served as the first lady of Washington State for eight years. While 
stationed with her family at the U.S. Embassy in Beijing during the 
Obama Administration, Mona worked in public affairs, leading the 
EducationUSA initiative, and hosting an online, live audience show in 
China. She has interviewed a wide range of dignitaries from President 
Jimmy Carter to former Secretary of State Madeleine Albright and 
British Prime Minister Tony Blair, and is passionate about diversity, 
equity and inclusion (DEI), brand reputation, giving back to her com-
munity and, of course, the Mariners.

LORI MATSUKAWA…Emmy award winning broadcast journal-
ist and former KING TV anchor/reporter.  With more than 40 years in 
the industry, Lori spent time at KOMO TV in Seattle, KPTV in Portland, 
OR and KRCR in Redding, CA.  She won two Northwest Regional 
Emmy Awards – in 2017 for “Prisoners in Their Own Land” about 
the incarceration of Japanese Americans during World War II and in 
2018 for “Shane Sato: Portraits of Courage” about a photographer’s 
mission to photograph Nisei veterans who served as part of America’s 
“Greatest Generation.” In 2022, Ms. Matsukawa was presented with 
an Imperial award of Japan - “Rising Sun: Gold and Silver Rays” in 
recognition of her efforts to build relations between Japan and the 
United States.  She is an alumna of the Japanese American Lead-
ership Delegation, co-founder of the Seattle Chapter of the Asian 
American Journalists Association and the Japanese Cultural and 
Community Center of Washington.  

Additional Ichiro Weekend Programming
Friday, Aug. 26 at 4:00 pm 
Robert Whiting Talk & Book Signing 
Uwajimaya Grocery  600 5th Ave S., Seattle

A panel discussion featuring: 
ROBERT WHITING  •  CHUCK ARMSTRONG  •  DON WAKAMATSU
ALVIN DAVIS  •  RICK GRIFFIN  •  JIM COLBORN  •  TED HEID
Emcee – LORI MATSUKAWA
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NVC has joined “Cup of Joe for a Joe”, a Green Beans 
Coffee program that allows you to thank a member of 
the armed forces for their service with a hot, fresh cup 
of Green Beans Coffee and a personal message at over 
three dozen overseas bases where Green Beans Coffee 
has an outlet. 

Here are some of the messages the NVC has received 
from Troops wanting to thank you for sending them a Cup of Joe!

Thank you for COJ!

 —Service member serving in Kuwait

Thank you for your support

 —Service member serving in Kuwait

Thank you very much!

 —Service member serving in Iraq

Thank you for your support!

 —Service member serving in United Arab Emirates

Thank you, it means a lot!!

 —Service member serving in Djibouti

Thanks so much

 —Service member serving in Iraq

Thank you so much for your support!

 —Service member serving in United Arab Emirates

Thank You for a Cup of Joe!
By Keith Yamaguchi

Thank you for your support!

 —Service member serving in Iraq

Thanks for the support!

 —Service member serving in Qatar

Thank you for the gift! It is very much appreciated. Best to 
you and yours.

 —Service member serving in Iraq

Thanks so much for the support. It means more than you know.

 —Service member serving in Djibouti

Thank you for the coffee!

 —Service member serving in United Arab Emirates

Thanks – appreciate the gift!

 —Service members serving in Kuwait

Acknowledgements also received from service members serving in:

Djibouti, Iraq, Kuwait, Qatar

To send your own Cup of Joe, go to: 

https://www.greenbeanscoffee.com/products/cup-of-joe-for-a-joe

CONCOURSE CONCESSION LLC
22518 Marine View Drive S.  •  Des Moines, Washington  98198
Tel: 206.824.6500  •  Fax: 206.824.1195  •  www.concourse-usa.com

Offering Quality, Innovative Food Services at Sea-Tac International Airport

North Satellite
and Concourse A

Concourse C Concourse A
Recycle Your Old Bike!

Drop it off or call for a FREE
Pickup in the Greater Seattle Area

Phone: 206.325.4526
Text: 206.972.8356
Email: info@velobikeshop.com
www.velobikeshop.com

Your Link to SEATTLE’S JAPANESE COMMUNITY Since 1902

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE
https://napost.com/subscribe

Thank you for your contined support

Serving Your Real Estate 
Needs Since 1994

Eric Uyeji
(206) 854-4468 

ericu.johnlscott.com
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NVC TAPS
TAKASHI AKIYAMA
October 24, 1923 – July 11, 2022

Takashi Akiyama, 98, passed away peacefully at his home on Beacon 
Hill on July 11, 2022.  He was the beloved father of Louise Wright 
and Nancy Fujimoto, who were with him when he passed. 

Tak was born in Seattle to Tomota and Koyoshi Akiyama.  He was the 
winner of the 1937 Old Woody pitching contest, representing Collins 
Playfield.  He played 2nd base on the Garfield High School varsity 
baseball team. In the spring of 1942, Tak, then a senior at GHS, and 
his parents were incarcerated at the Minidoka Incarceration Camp 
in Idaho, where he coached and played baseball.  While in camp, 
Takashi was drafted into the U.S. Army, and later stationed in Tokyo, 
Japan. There he met the love of his life, Hiroko Kono. They were mar-
ried for 64 years until her passing in 2015.  

In 2012, Tak received the Congressional Gold Medal for his service in 
Military Intelligence, along with fellow recipients who served in the 
442nd Infantry and 100th Battalion in WWII. Tak was honored at the 
2012 Garfield High School commencement at the Memorial Stadium, 
in commemoration of the 70th anniversary of the forced removal and 
incarceration of people of Japanese descent to Minidoka.  He retired 
from the USPS in 1985 after 39 years.

Tak is preceded in death by his parents, his beloved wife Hiroko, 
brothers George and Harry, and son, Jesse.  He is survived by daugh-
ters Louise Wright and Nancy Fujimoto, daughter-in-law Maralyn 
Akiyama, and their families.  A family celebration of his life was held. 
Special thanks to Todd, Echo, Tomoko, and the compassionate care 
provided by Evergreen Hospice.  In lieu of flowers, remembrances can 
be made to Nisei Veterans Committee, Evergreen Hospice, or Keiro 
Northwest.

ALAN ARAMAKI
1944-2022

Alan Aramaki passed away suddenly at home at the age of 78. Alan 
was born in Hunt, Idaho, and spent his youth in Bellevue, graduating 
from Sammamish High School. After serving in the Army, he obtained 
his Master’s degree from the University of Washington College of 
Engineering, began his own company in Bothell with two partners, 
and retired in 2010. 

Alan leaves behind his wife, Fran; two sons David (Kaelen) and Scott; 
four grandchildren; brothers Aubrey (Young Sun) and Arvin; sisters-
in-law Maxine (Ed) Yakushijin and Jane Hamada (Fred Silber); nieces 
and nephews; several cousins; and an Aunt. He was preceded in 
death by his parents Akira and Hanako Aramaki and his grandparents. 
Remembrances may be made to Medic One or your favorite charity.

 SATORU “SAT” ICHIKAWA 
November 2, 1929 - June 29, 2022 

Satoru Ichikawa, 92, passed away peacefully on June 29, 2022. He 
was born in Fresno, CA, and came to Seattle at the age of 6. During 
World War II, his family was imprisoned at Minidoka W.R.A. Camp, 
Idaho, and Crystal City Texas Department of Justice Camp. He gradu-
ated from the University of Washington in 1951 with a BA in Commer-
cial Art and worked for Dinner & Klein, a local printing and mailing 
service for 42 years. 

Satoru was active at the Seattle Betsuin Buddhist Temple, the Nikkei 
Horizons Ukulele Band and was a life member of the Nisei Veterans 
Committee. He visited schools to teach children the importance of 
citizenship. He enjoyed playing pickleball and creating banners and 
signs for local organizations. 

Sat is survived by his wife of 59 years, Grace, daughter Dana Na-
kashima (Craig), grandchildren Emi and Tai, and son Kyle Ichikawa, 
plus six siblings, their families, and many nieces and nephews. He 
was preceded in death by his father and mother, Rev. Tatsuya and 
Yasashi Ichikawa. 

Remembrances may be made to the Seattle Betsuin Buddhist Temple, 
Seattle Nisei Veterans Committee, Keiro Northwest, or a charity of 
your choice. 

JAMES TETSUO MAYEDA
October 4, 1948 - May 29, 2022 

Jimmy Mayeda passed away at age 73 in Elma, Washington. He is a 
Franklin High graduate and joined the Navy being assigned to a patrol 
squadron, which was deployed to Cam Rahn Bay, Vietnam. Upon mili-
tary discharge he pursued a variety of civilian careers. His enjoyment 
was bowling, and his goal was to visit all the major league baseball 
stadiums in the country. He frequently visited friends in different 
campgrounds in Oregon and Washington. 

Jimmy is preceded in death by his wife, Lori (Lorraine Toy) Mayeda 
as well as his parents Tom U. and Yoshiye Mayeda. Survivors include 
two sons Masao and Jiro, Renton; and two sisters JoAnn (James) Na-
kamoto, Seattle; and Gloria (Calvin) Kunimoto of Cerritos, California. 

 
FRANK KEN NISHIMURA 
April	9,	1924	-	September	25,	2021	

Please join us for a Celebration of the Life of Frank Nishimura on 
Sunday, September 18, 2022, at Terry’s Kitchen, 5625 - 119th Ave SE, 
Bellevue, from noon to 4:00 PM. 

[You can view Frank’s obituary in the October 2021 issue of the NVC 
Newsletter at: 

(continued on next page)
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https://www.nvcfoundation.org/newsletter/2021/10/nvc-taps/ 
or at the Seattle Times: https://obituaries.seattletimes.com/
obituary/frank-nishimura-1083446845]

 
DONALD SHIMONO 
January 14, 1943 - July 19, 2022 

On 7/19, Don joined his parents Kiyoshi and Fujie, sister Maryann 
and brother Yuji after a hard battle with pancreatic cancer. He 
passed away peacefully at his new home at Emerald Heights with 
his wife and close friends at his side. 

During WWII his family was forced from their home along with 
120,000 other Japanese Americans and imprisoned at the Tule 
Lake, California concentration camp where Don and his twin were 
born. He grew up in Bellevue and Seattle where he graduated from 
Garfield HS and U of W with a degree in Landscape Architecture. He 
was employed by the City of Seattle until he joined the Army. Later 
he formed his own Landscape Architect firm. He met his wife, Elaine 
while in college and they were married for 54 years. He pursued 
his passion for skiing, bowling, golfing, mushrooming, gathering 
seafood, fishing, koi keeping, gardening, traveling, Seattle sports, 
entertaining family and friends and life in general. Whatever he did 
in life, he did with gusto and gave it his all. He will be missed for his 
sense of humor and love of life. 

He served on the Washington State Licensing board for Landscape 
Architects, Houghton Community Council of Kirkland, and City of 
Highline Design Review Board, and taught at South Seattle Com-
munity College. He was active in the Washington Koi and Water 
Garden Society, American Society of Landscape Architects of Wash-
ington, Minidoka and Tule Lake Pilgrimage committees, Nisei Vets 
and Kubota Garden Planning, Historical and Garden Committees. 

Don is survived by his wife Elaine; brothers Terry (Judy), Yoshio 
(Diane), Ron, and David (Peggy); sisters-in-law Carol Shimono, 
Naomi Nishimura (Frank), and Susan Isoshima (Michael Gave). Also 
24 nieces and nephews and many cousins. A special thanks to the 
hospice nurse Diane, chaplain Lea, and care giver Loto and to all the 
family and friends who encouraged and supported Don during his 
challenging time. In lieu of flowers, please consider donations in his 
name to Friends of Minidoka, Tule Lake Committee, Kubota Garden 
Foundation, Densho, or Nisei Veterans Committee.

 
TOSHIO TOKUNAGA 
January	2,	1925	-	July	17,	2022	

Toshio, 97, passed away peacefully on July 17, 2022. He was born 
in Selleck, WA on January 2, 1925, to Tane and Taketa Tokunaga. 
He attended Selleck Elementary School, Enumclaw High School, and 

Garfield High School after his family moved to Seattle in 1940. His 
family was removed to detention at “Camp Harmony” at the Puyallup 
Fair Grounds during World War II. They were subsequently incarcer-
ated at Minidoka Concentration Camp in Hunt, Idaho. Tosh was one 
of the youngest volunteers to get the camp ready before the families 
arrived. While interned in Minidoka, Tosh graduated from Hunt High 
School in 1943. 

Tosh joined the army and participated in basic training with the 442nd 
Infantry Regiment at Camp Shelby, Mississippi. He later was among 
the first Japanese Americans to volunteer to become a paratrooper 
and received airborne training at Fort Benning, Georgia. Tosh was a 
member of the 507th Parachute Infantry Regiment (PIR) which was 
assigned to the 82nd Airborne Division. The 82nd Airborne took part 
in Operation Varsity in 1945, which was the largest single day, one 
location airborne operation in history. After the war he was assigned 
to the 508th PIR in Frankfort, Germany, the Honor Guard for General 
Eisenhower’s United States Forces European Theater Headquarters. 

After completing his military service Tosh started a gardening busi-
ness and was an active member of the Seattle Japanese Gardener 
Association until he retired 50 years later. Tosh met Dolly Hiroo at a 
Buddhist Church Halloween party and married the love of his life on 
February 28, 1960. They were happily married for almost 62 years 
until Dolly’s passing earlier this year. They raised three children: Linda, 
Wayne, and Julia. 

Tosh was an active lifetime member of the Nisei Veterans Commit-
tee where he served as commander in 1983. He loved playing golf at 
Jefferson Park Golf Course using his favorite putter. He enjoyed going 
to his PIR reunions well into his 80’s and catching up with fellow 
paratroopers. He took great pleasure in traveling, going on cruises, 
attending dances with Dolly, and taking long walks into his 90’s. He 
was very humble, had a great sense of humor and always had a smile 
on his face. 

Tosh was preceded in death by his beloved wife Dolly Tokunaga, 
parents Tane and Taketa Tokunaga, and brother Mitsuo Tokunaga. He 
is survived by his children Linda Tokunaga, Wayne Tokunaga, Julia 
Tokunaga-King; son-in-law Tom King; brothers-in-law Mickey Hiroo 
and Robert Hiroo (Connie); nieces Patty Hiroo Mastrude (Jon) and Lisa 
Kunihiro (Pat); and grandniece Alysse Mastrude. 

The family extends their deepest gratitude to his caregiver Dona and 
the staff at Nikkei Manor for their compassionate care and kind-
ness. Following Tosh’s wishes there will not be a memorial service. A 
private family burial service will be held. 

Remembrances may be made to: Nisei Veterans Committee 1212 
South King Street, Seattle, WA 98144; Densho 1416 South Jackson 
Street, Seattle, WA 98144; Nikkei Manor Employee Fund, 700 6th Ave 
South, Seattle, WA 98104; Japanese Baptist Church, 160 Broadway, 
Seattle, WA 98122. 

Taps Frank Nishimura
(continued from pg.6)
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When I think about the history of 
the Japanese American commu-
nity, I think of my family. I think 
of my grandfather, who worked 
harder than everyone else just to 

The history of the Japanese 
American community is em-
bodied by the gaman spirit, to 
persevere even in the face of 
adversity. My father’s side of 
the family is no different. My 
great-grandfather immigrated 
from Yamaguchi Prefecture to 
the United States where he 
operated a laundry business 
that eventually grew to be one 
of the largest Japanese owned 
businesses on the West Coast. 
His success allowed him to sup-
port other Japanese businesses 
in the International District. The 
laundry business is where my 
grandfather grew up working as 
well, right up until he and his 
family were forced from their 
homes under Executive Order 
9066. Under the authority of the 
President of the United States, 
they were sent to Minidoka 

ESSAY: Japanese American Legacy

(continued on next page)

War Relocation Center. They 
lost everything.

Despite devastating loss and 
discrimination from his own 
government, they persevered. 
My grandfather volunteered for 
service in the 442nd RCT, serving 
two years in Europe and reach-
ing the rank of corporal. Upon 
discharge, he would go on to 
graduate from Harvard and 
become the head of a Japanese 
trading company, becoming 
President and Director for two 
of its divisions simultaneously. 
Again, through the spirit of 
gaman my grandfather reforged 
his life from nothing.

As a Yonsei of mixed Asian 
heritage, their achievements and 
sacrifice serve as my motivation 
to succeed daily. At present, it 
influenced my decision to follow 
my grandfather’s footsteps and 
enlist in the United States Army 
Reserve at 27 as a Geospatial In-
telligence Analyst, with the pur-
pose of pursuing a commission 
and attending graduate school in 
the future. This dream came true 
in 2019 when I was accepted into 
the University of Washington’s 
Jackson School of International 
Studies graduate program. Bal-
ancing both the Army and school 

has constantly forced me out of 
my comfort zone, physically and 
mentally straining me. Through 
gaman, I have come out stronger 
because of it. I maintain a 3.89 
GPA. I have held several leader-
ship positions both in the Army 
and UW ROTC and am on track 
to commission in June 2022 
upon graduation with a master’s 
degree in Japan Studies.

Their legacies have prepared me 
to succeed and shaped who I am 
now. I take their gaman spirit 
to heart. I recognize that their 

hard work put me in a position 
ahead of where they started 
themselves, which enabled me to 
reach achievements that neither 
I nor they would have thought 
possible. I owe it to them to 
continue to strive to be the best 
I can be, despite the challenges 
and setbacks that being a minor-
ity presents in today’s America. 
I owe it to them to drive on no 
matter what. There is no other 
option but to make them proud of 
what I have done and pass their 
achievements and history onto 
the next generation.

get onto the same playing field. 
I think of my mom, the strongest 
person in my life, whose never-
ending determination has guided 
me throughout my life. And I 
think of my grandmother, whose 
resilience in the face of unthink-
able adversity has shown me 
what it looks like to rise above. 

Like millions of kids across the 
country, I grew up a child of 
divorce. My parents separated 
when I was eight and decided 
that I would split time with them 
evenly. Thus began a weekly trek 
across neighborhoods, carrying 
backpacks and sports bags in 
between. The logistical aspects 
of divorce are difficult, but as 
the years went on, they became 
routine. What challenged me for 
years was the shift in culture 

NVC Women’s Auxiliary Scholarship
Naomi Fina
[Naomi Fina, recipient of the NVC Women’s Auxiliary Scholarship for 
2022, is the daughter of Mari Horita and granddaughter of Korean 
War Veteran and NVC Lifetime Member, Akira Horita. She plans to 
attend Carleton College in the Fall.]

NVC Scholarship
TJ Okamura
[TJ Okamura, 2022 recipient of the Nisei Veteran’s Committee Schol-
arship, is the son of Tim Okamura and grandson of NVC Member, 
George Okamura. He currently attends the University of Washington.]
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Essay, Naomi Fina 
(continued from pg.8)

that I felt every time I switched 
from one house to the other.  I 
began to sort life into two cat-
egories: Japanese, Mom’s house. 
White, Dad’s house. 

At my mom’s, I felt understood 
as a Japanese woman: My mom 
is a 3rd generation Japanese 
American who witnessed the 
effect that Japanese incarcera-
tion had on my grandparents and 
fought hard to give me a bet-
ter future than they could’ve 
imagined while behind barbed 
wire in 1942. She is the person 
who understands my academic 
mindset, my competitive drive, 
and my love for family. As hate 
crimes against Asian-Americans 
rose throughout the pandemic, it 
was her shoulder I cried on. 

That isn’t to say that I didn’t oc-
casionally feel like myself at my 
dad’s house: he’s the person who 
best understands my passion for 
ultimate frisbee, the sport I’ve 
played since age eight. But as 
a white man with a Japanese 
daughter, disagreements arose 
between us that would make the 
Asian part of myself cringe. No, 
I’d think, your mispronunciation 
of a Japanese city wasn’t THAT 
funny. No, it wasn’t “fine” when 
political pundits talked about 
Japanese incarceration being a 
reasonable decision at the time. 

At age 17, I’d almost accepted 
that this constant shift in cultural 
mindset was permanent and 
would ease once I entered col-
lege. On a particularly difficult 
afternoon, I walked on the beach 
with Bachan, who told me, “I 
know it’s hard. I’ve seen you 
trying. I’ve seen him trying too. 
I know it’s hard to find things in 
common with him, Naomi.” She 
paused, making eye contact. “If 

you need to take a break, take a 
break. But don’t shut him out. He 
cares about you. He wants to un-
derstand.” Once again, my family 
was here providing me with their 

Col. Jimmy Kanaya Scholarship
Tali Tamaki
[Tali Tamaki, 2022 recipient of the Col. Jimmy Kanaya Scholarship, is 
the daughter of Steve Tamaki and Michelle Chinn and granddaughter 
of Tetsuo Tamaki. She will attend Seattle University in the Fall.]

I am fortunate to have grown up 
with a strong Japanese influence 
in my life despite only being half 
Japanese. I have had opportuni-
ties to learn about the culture, 
traditions, and history of my Jap-
anese heritage. This knowledge 
has allowed me to understand 
and appreciate the experience 
and sacrifice of the Issei, Nisei, 
and Sansei. Despite having never 
met my great-grandparents, I feel 
as though I knew them because 
of the ways that my Bachan 
and Jichan speak of them. I 
am grateful for their sacrifices, 
knowing the hardships they 
endured that ultimately led to me 
being here today. They battled 
racism at an intensity that I have 

never known and persevered 
constant false stereotypes that 
surrounded them.

More so, I am thankful that my 
family has such tight bonds.  It 
has created a strong relationship 
between me and my grandpar-
ents.  Their stories and those 
of other Nisei who also faced 
discrimination and racism during 
their lifetime, helped trailblaze a 
brighter future for my generation. 
My Jichan often tells me about 
his time in camp Minidoka and 
how he was forced to graduate 
in captivity, reminding me of how 
fortunate I am to be graduat-
ing in a real school. While my 
Bachan did not go to a camp 
during the war, she still felt the 
effects of the discrimination. She 
often tells me about my great 
uncle, Tom Kubota, who was a 
proud member of the 442, fight-
ing for his country and proving 
his loyalty to them, despite the 

fact that they still saw him as the 
enemy. And while the levels of 
discrimination against Japanese 
Americans in our country had im-
proved after the war, small signs 
of it were still present during the 
Sansei’s childhood. My father 
recounts times when he was 
the only Asian student in a class 
growing up in Portland, Oregon.  
I have never experienced this in 
the richly diverse and accepting 
community I am a part of, in part 
due to the gradual assimilation in 
sometimes unwelcoming neigh-
borhoods of the Issei, Nisei, and 
Sansei generations.

The determination of past 
generations is the reason why 
I am almost always in a setting 
with someone who looks like 
me.  They are the reason that 
the worst discrimination I have 
had to withstand was immature 
racist jokes which have since 
decreased. Most importantly, 
they are the reason why I am 
here today, as a proud Japanese 
American woman who is gradu-
ating from high school and going 
into college 

and the world, where the oppor-
tunities for me are limitless. 

resilience, the kind that comes 
from a culture of healing and 
caring. While I still have a long 
journey ahead of me in terms of 
understanding my identity, I take 

comfort in knowing that my fam-
ily and culture are behind me, 
lending me strength throughout 
the way. 

 

Proudly Keeping Memories Alive 

For more information on preplanning or 
job opportunities in our community 
ou t reach  d i v i s i on  p lease  ca l l              
206-834-1961 

11111 Aurora Avenue North • Seattle • WA • 98133  

______________________________________________ 

Honor the Past 
Celebrate the Present 

Leave a Legacy for the Future 
VELOBIKESHOP.COM 
2151 • Sixth Avenue 
Seattle, WA 98121

ph 206.325.3292 
fax 206.325.8881

info@velobikeshop.com
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NVC Donations
General Fund

Lorraine Blackler

Ted and Janice Divinia

Hiroshi and Mitsuko 
Eto

PFC William 
Nakamura Chapter

Casey Nelson

Curtis and Diane 
Thompson

Fred S. Sakura

Shanghai Card Ladies 
(Mae Miyamoto, Beth 
Kawahara, Arlene 
Kadoshima, Sue Nak-
agawa, Lillian Kiuchi, 
Kiyo Scott)

In Appreciation of 
Community Outreach

Jim and Eileen Yoshida

In Appreciation of 
Mike Fukuma, Frank 
“Chub” Hori, Don 
Maekawa, Atsu Sato, 
Don Taniguchi

NVC Poker Group

In Appreciation of 
Dale and Shiz Kaku

Henry and Rose 
Fukano

In Appreciation of 
Memorial Wall 
Maintenance

Lillian Hiyama  

In Appreciation of 
NVC

Deean Nakagawa and 
Eddie Cukierman

In Appreciation of 
Nisei Lunch Program

George Aoyama

Ted Yasuda

In Appreciation of 
Nisei Lunch Program 
and Keith and Mary 
Ann Yamaguchi

Mickey Hiroo

Ann Kumata and 
Frank Kiuchi

In Appreciation of 
NVC Flag 
Presentation for 
Sat Ichikawa’s 
Memorial Service

Dana Nakashima

In Honor of 
George and Mary 
Kozu’s 
70th Anniversary

Trisha Holt

In Honor of 
Jack Sameshima

George and Susan 
Abe

In Honor of 
Ted Yasuda’s 
100th Birthday

Mako and JoAnn 
Okada

In Memory of 
Takashi Akiyama

Bruce and Janice 
Abe 

George Aoyama

Roberta Yagi Chin 
and Steven Chin

Kurt and Candace 
Nogaki

In Memory of 
Alan Aramaki

Ed and Maxine 
Yakushijin

In Memory of 
Larry Gojio

Jennifer Thomas

In Memory of 
Jack T Hisayasu

Mary Hisayasu

In Memory of 
Satoru “Sat” 
Ichikawa

Mike and Marion 
Fukuma 

Dale and Shiz Kaku

Elaine Kato

Michi Hirata

Grace Ichikawa

Don and Kiyo 
Maekawa

Patty Hiroo Mastrude, 
Jon Mastrude, Alysse 
Mastrude

Jane Tsuboi

Keiko Yanagihara

In Memory of 
Yukio Kumasaka

Patty Hiroo Mastrude, 
Jon Mastrude, Alysse 
Mastrude

Dale and Shiz Kaku

In Memory of 
John Matsumoto

Sadako Matsumoto 
and Family, Evan 
Matsumoto

In Memory of 
James T Mayeda

James and JoAnn 
Nakamoto

In Memory of 
Ray K Michihira

Grace Michihira

In Memory of 
Yosh Nakagawa

Alice Tanaka

In Memory of Ben 
Nakamura

Lisa Nakamura

In Memory of 
Kenji Nakamura

Irene Nakamura and 
Family

In Memory of 
Hiromi Nishimura

Ken Mizuta

In Memory of 
Iso Nishimura

George Aoyama

In Memory of 
Eddie and John 
Owada

Saburo Sam and Miki 
Owada

In Memory of 
Nibs Sakamoto

Saburo Sam and Miki 
Owada

In Memory of 
Don Shimono

Eugenia Nakamoto

In Memory of 
Robert Shinbo

Dale and Shiz Kaku

In Memory of 
Mas Sumita

Saburo Sam and Miki 
Owada

In Memory of 
Kerry Taniguchi

Julia Mizuhata 

Steven and Roberta 
Yagi Chin

Jim and Eileen 
Yoshida

In Memory of 
Dolly Tokunaga

Mae Miyamoto

In Memory of 
Tosh Tokunaga

A.C. and Jerry Arai 

Edamura Family

Peggy Hanada

Michi Hirata

Jeff and Vivian Hiroo

Kachi Ikeda

Thomas and Beverly 
Ikeda

Dale and Shiz Kaku

Carolyn M Kunihiro 

Irene Mano

Terry Nakano

Mabel Nishizaki

Jean Okazaki

Kathleen Okazaki and 
Roy Williams

Robert Seko

Larry and Karlyne Sera 
and Nobuko Omoto

Miyoko Tazuma

Jim and Joyce 
Torkelson

Wayne Tokunaga

Sam and Masako 
Uchida

Ed Yakushijin

Keiko Yanagihara

In Memory of 
Matsue Watanabe 

Keiko Yanagihara

In Memory of 
Shigeo Watanabe

Ann Adachi

In Memory of 
Kaoru Yamada, 
Tule Lake

Lillian Hiyama

In Memory of 
Miyuki Yasui

Homer Yasui
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NVC Foundation Donations
General Fund

Brian Kaku

Lawrence Leake

Jacqueline Perkins

Toshiko Okamoto

Frederick S Sakura

David Suguro (Boeing 
Employees Matching 
Fund)

In Memory of 
Takashi Akiyama

Paul Murakami and 
Kathy Yee

In Memory of 
Satoru Ichikawa

Atsushi Kiuchi

In Memory of 
Tosh Tokunaga

Fay Tangi

Julia Tokunaga-King

In Memory of 
Dolly and Tosh 
Tokunaga

Susan Okamoto Lane

In Memory of 
Matsue Watanabe

Diane Narasaki

NVC/NVCF Membership

Scholarship Fund Donations
NVC/WAC Scholarship
 In Memory of Alan Aramaki Fran Aramaki

 In Memory of Satoru “Sat” Ichikawa  
     Dana Nakashima

NVC 

   Life  Larry Dugger

NVC Foundation

   Life  Nina S. Chin

   Annual  Lynnette Ikuta
     Sheila Sunada Newlin

In Memory of Alan Aramaki Marianne Wick

In Memory of Dwight Funai  Harvey Funai
 
In Memory of Toshio Funai  Harvey Funai

NVC Foundation 
Legacy Endowment Fund Donations 
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Community NEWS
The Seattle Mariners celebrate Japanese Heritage Day on Ichiro 
Weekend at T-Mobile Park at 1:00 pm on Sunday, August 28.

Take me out to the ball game - during Ichiro Weekend (August 26-28)! 
Mark your calendar for the Seattle Mariners’ Japanese Heritage 
Day on August 28th at T-Mobile Park to celebrate the contributions 
made by the Japanese community across the Pacific Northwest. $3 
to $5 of every ticket purchased via following link will go towards the 
JCCCW! Please invite your friends and families! AND -- On the day of 
the game, the first 20,000 fans get an Ichiro Hall of Fame bobblehead! 
so be sure to get this legendary souvenir! Purchase ticket at: https://
www.mlb.com/.../tickets/specials/japanese-heritage

SCIDpda holds its 2022 Annual Fundraiser: Jazz in the Court-
yard on	Friday,	September	9,	5:30-8:00	pm	in	the	Pacific	Tower	
Courtyard, 1200 12th Avenue South, Seattle. 

Friends of community development, affordable housing, and a good 
time are invited for this unique evening benefitting SCIDpda’s preser-
vation and development work in the Chinatown International District 
(CID) neighborhood.

• Cocktail Reception & Program: Enjoy food and drink catered by 
Tamarind Tree (vegan options available) while enjoying a jazzy ambi-
ance, an exciting program, and the outdoor air of Pacific Hospital’s 
courtyard lawn. 

• A Relevant Location: The event will take place near the future 
home of SCIDpda’s North Lot project, a mixed-use development that 
will bring much-needed affordable housing, childcare, and senior 
services where North Beacon Hill meets the CID.

• A Good Time, A Good Cause: This event benefits SCIDpda’s general 
operating fund and provides critical support for work with affordable 
housing, small businesses, and community development in the China-
town International District. 

Tickets: https://scidpda.cheerfulgiving.com/e/2022-scidpda-
fundraiser-jazz-in-the-courtyard 

Bellevue College holds its Japan Week Community Day on 
Saturday, September 24, 11am to 4 pm, on the BC Campus, 3000 
Landerholm Circle SE, Bellevue.

Welcome to the 6th annual JAPAN WEEK at Bellevue College. The 
4th and 5th Japan Week events were both held as virtual (online 
only) events. This year, the event will be hybrid: a combination of live 
sessions on campus, live online webinar sessions, and pre-recorded 
videos on our website. https://studentweb.bellevuecollege.edu/
japan-week/ 

� NVC/WAC Scholarship � Shiro Kashino Scholarship
� Endowment Fund � Other:

Enclosed are Annual NVC Membership Dues for ________
years at $35 per year; or ROTC Membership Dues at
$20 per year (25 & Under).

Dates:

� NVC/WAC Scholarship � Shiro Kashino Scholarship
� Endowment Fund � Other:

Enclosed are Annual NVC Membership Dues for ________
years at $35 per year; or ROTC Membership Dues at
$20 per year (25 & Under).

Dates:

� NVC/WAC Scholarship � Shiro Kashino Scholarship
� Endowment Fund � Other:

Enclosed are Annual NVC Membership Dues for ________
years at $35 per year; or ROTC Membership Dues at
$20 per year (25 & Under).

Dates:

(continued on next page)
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Stay Happy & Healthy!

Donate to the NVC Foundation Endowment Fund to Help Continue the NVC Legacy!

For More Information, Please Contact:
Leslie Inaba at info@nvcfoundation.org or leave a message at NVC Hall: (206) 322-1122

Community NEWS
(continued from pg.12)

Seattle Vision Clinic 
(206) 623 - 1100

Lund Chin 
Greg Chin 
John Kikuchi

677 South Jackson St. 
Seattle, WA 98104

M A R K E T S

5 6 2 5  1 1 9 T H  A V E  S E ,  B E L L E V U E ,  W A  9 8 0 0 6

NORTHWEST 
INSPIRED

CASUAL
DINING

C A L L  U S :  ( 4 2 5 )  5 9 0 - 9 5 4 5

Facebook, Instagram or Web: terryskitchenbellevue

Japan America Society of the State of Washington 
(JASSW) holds its 99th Holiday Celebration and Auction 
on Tuesday, November 29. 

Save the Date for JASSW’s biggest fundraiser with great com-
pany and fantastic auction items. More details coming soon! For 
information: https://jassw.org/events/ 



� NVC/WAC Scholarship � Shiro Kashino Scholarship
� Endowment Fund � Other:

Enclosed are Annual NVC Membership Dues for ________
years at $35 per year; or ROTC Membership Dues at
$20 per year (25 & Under).

Dates:
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