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The National Veterans Network 
(NVN) hosted a three-day, after-
hours event where invited guests 
were provided unrestricted 
access to all areas of the Na-
tional Museum of the US Army 
(NMUSA) at Ft. Belvoir, Virginia.  
The museum is located about 20 
minutes from Washington, DC.  
Families of Nisei soldiers had 
waited over a year to finally tour 
this special exhibit and tribute 
to the Nisei veterans of WWII.  
A much larger event was origi-
nally planned for April 2020 as 
a preview prior to the scheduled 
opening of NMUSA in July 2020 
but was delayed because of the 
pandemic.  Many more WWII 
Nisei veterans and their families 
were planning to attend last year.  
This year’s event used COVID 
safety protocols and procedures 
to keep attendees and organizers 
safe.   

The Nisei Soldier Experience is 
a special exhibit dedicated to 
the Japanese American WWII 
soldiers of the 100th Infantry 
Battalion (100 INF BN), 442nd 
Regimental Combat Team (442 
RCT), and the Military Intelli-
gence Service (MIS). This exclu-
sive exhibit displays the WWII 
Nisei Soldier Congressional Gold 
Medal (CGM), the most presti-
gious Congressional award given 
to civilians in the United States 
for achievements and contribu-

Nisei Soldier Exhibit Celebration at the National Museum of the 
U.S. Army
August 26 - 28, 2021 / National Museum of the U.S. Army, Ft. Belvoir, Virginia
By Dale Watanabe 

tions. The exhibit also features a 
display case of rare Nisei objects 
along with two video kiosks of 
object-based stories and Europe-
an and Pacific Interactive Maps. 

NVN worked closely with the 
leadership at Smithsonian 
Institutions’ National Museum 
of American History (NMAH), 
Army Historical Foundation 

(AHF), and NMUSA to ensure an 
exhibit about the Nisei Soldier 
experience during WWII would 
be available to nearly 3 million 

Sept. 24, Friday,  7:00 pm-8:30 pm NVC and NVC Foundation – Virtual Meeting

October 29, Friday,  7:00 pm-8:30 pm NVC and NVC Foundation – Virtual Meeting

To get the meeting link and information, email this address: nvcfoundation@hotmail.com 

NOTE: For the safety of our volunteers and all those who use NVC Memorial Hall, the NVC Board has elect-
ed to close use of the NVC Memorial Hall until further notice due to the Coronavirus/COVID-19 Pandemic.  
Please check with us or visit the website for information on when we will reopen the NVC Hall. Until then, 
all programs and events will be held Virtually online. 

NVN Advisory Board and Nisei Veterans and their spouses. Grand Lobby, NMUSA.
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Last month Dale Watanabe (EC mem-
ber) and I participated in a three-day 
after-hours event at the National 
Museum of the US Army (NMUSA), 
Ft Belvoir VA.  The event was hosted 
by the National Veterans Network to 
celebrate a special exhibit called the 
“WWII Nisei Soldier Experience.”  This 
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newsletter edition contains Dale’s 
article about this magnificent event.  

We have two new volunteers who re-
sponded to my request for help.  Thank 
you!  If you’re interested in volunteer-
ing, please email “Info@SeattleNVC.
org!  
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NVC Foundation President’s Column
By David Fukuhara

Aloha to all!

I am squeezing in this month’s 
column from the sunny island of 
Oahu while on vacation, in be-
tween trips to the beach, North 
Shore, and munching on spam 
musubi.

Throughout my travels in Hawaii, 
I have been surprised at the 
strong underlying presence of the 
100th/442nd RCT.  In the Hono-
lulu airport there are a couple of 
large displays dedicated to the 
Legacy of the Nisei soldiers from 
WWII, the largest of which is in 
the Interisland Terminal next to 
the Hawaiian Airlines lounge.  
Then of course, the entire airport 
is named the Daniel K. Inouye 
Honolulu International Airport.

This is the same Danny Inouye 
who would visit Seattle and 
hang out with his fellow 442nd 
veterans at the NVC Memorial 
Hall as just one of the guys.  The 
same Senator Inouye who came 
to Seattle to help us celebrate 
some of our major events, such 
as the Nisei KIA project, the 
inauguration of our remodeled 
Hall, and the CGM project.

While in Hawaii, I have seen Ni-
sei veterans featured on TV and 
highlighted in local magazines 

here.  At dinner parties we’ve 
attended, there always seems 
to be a family connection to the 
Nisei veterans Community.  So, 
the Legacy of the Nisei veteran 
is well ingrained in the history of 
the Islands.

Back home in Seattle, I’d like to 
highlight the work of Ryan Seo, 
who is a high school student and 
eagle scout candidate.  Ryan is 
the son of NVC member Stan 
Seo and Jenni Seo.  Ryan ap-
proached the Foundation with a 
proposal to build a directory for 
the Memorial Wall as his eagle 
scout project.

Ryan developed an 18-page 

proposal covering all the details 
of this project, from design, 
construction, signage, and 
budgeting.  Working closely with 
Foundation Board member Bev 
Kashino, the directory project 
moved into the installation phase 
last weekend.  The structure has 
been installed and it looks to be 
a great addition to our memo-
rial Wall.  So, many thanks to 
the Seo Family, Bev Kashino, 
Mike Yaguchi (who provided the 
construction materials), and most 
of all to Ryan and his scouting 
friends who did the hard physical 
work.

And finally, the Foundation Board 
and Membership meetings for 

the month of August were held 
on a hybrid basis, both online and 
in person at the NVC Hall.  While 
we experienced a few minor 
technical difficulties, it worked 
quite well.  However due to the 
recent surge in COVID cases 
and the upcoming restrictions 
being implemented by the State, 
unfortunately we will transition 
back to the virtual Zoom format 
of our upcoming meetings on 
September 24th.   We hope to 
see you there.

Thanks for your support of the 
NVC and Foundation.  I will see 
you back in Seattle and – now 
back to eating my loco moco.  
Mahalo and Aloha!

2021 NVC Golf Tournament 
By Rick Takeuchi

After a one-year absence due 
to precautions taken because of 
the COVID-19 Virus, the annual 
NVC Golf Tournament returned 
for 2021.

The weather was perfect for the 
60 golfers who participated in 
the tournament at Foster Golf 
Course in Tukwila, Washing-
ton. For safety measures due 
to the ongoing Virus concerns, 
the usual sit-down dinner and 
awards presentation after the 
tournament was not held at 
Nisei Vet’s Hall.  In its place, the 
golfers picked up their Rib Steak 
Dinners at Nisei Vet’s Hall in to-
go containers prepared by Steve 
Louie and Terry Takeuchi, and 
the Awards were picked up by 
the Placement and KP winners at 
Terry’s Kitchen.

Women’s Flight Results: 
1st: Nancy Fukuhara, 63 net 
2nd: MJ Mitoma, 66 net 
3rd: Lilly Tokita, 67 net 
4th: Beth Kawahara, 68 net 
5th: Carol Shinbo, 69 net
KP on #9: No One
KP on #16: Chikako Gaboury, 7’ 6.5”

Men’s 2nd Flight Results: 
1st: Frank Uchida, 64 net
2nd: Harry Nishimoto, 67 net
3rd: Dale Watanabe, 67 net
4th: Ross Yokoyama, 69 net
5th: Victor Mizumori, 71 net. 
KP on #9: Gary Takeuchi, Hole-
In-One (Shot of the Day)
KP on #16: Tom Takahashi, 30’ 8”

Men’s 1st Flight Results: 
1st: Mun Taketa, 66 net
2nd: Bruce Abe, 66 net
3rd: Jon Shimada, 68 net
4th: Jeff Ko, 68 net
5th: Bruce Kaneshiro, 69 net.
KP on #9: Jeff Nakasone, 15’ 9”
KP on #16: Allan Fukuyama, 17’ 5”

NVC Veteran Low Net for the 
NVC Perpetual Trophy: 
Dale Kaku, 70 net.  

For all ties, tie breakers were 
used to determine all final place-
ments.

Special Thanks to the volunteers 
who helped make the 2021 NVC 
Golf Tournament a safe and suc-
cessful event: MJ Mitoma, Geri 
Lynne Egeler, Kerry Taniguchi, 
Taylor Terao, Victor Mizumori, 
Ryan Takeuchi, Rick Takeuchi, 
Steve Louie, Terry Takeuchi, and 
Bryan Takeuchi. 

A BIG THANKS to all the golfers 
who participated.  See you in 
2022!

2021 NVC Golf Tournament 
Committee
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Nisei Soldier Exhibit
 (continued from pg.1)

(continued on pg. 5)

annual NMUSA visitors. The ex-
hibit includes the CGM and will 
reside at NMUSA until 2024.

The first day was structured to 
have guests and organizers carry 
out health checks and registra-
tion at the hotel and then make 
their way to the first tours of the 
beautiful and modern museum.  
The second day was additional 
registration and tours, and the 
first of several high-level speak-
ers visited with the guests.

General (GEN) James McCon-
ville, 40th Chief of Staff-Army 
(CSA), met privately with the 
two WWII Nisei soldiers and 
the direct relatives of four Nisei 
Medal of Honor (MOH) recipients 
the afternoon of the second day.  
The two WWII Nisei soldiers 
attending with their wives and 
family served in the Military 
Intelligence Service (MIS).  COL 
Charles and Helen Moriyama 
(Oahu HI), WWII Military Intel-
ligence Service (MIS), and Ralph 
and Amy Matsumoto (Santa 
Clara CA area) were NVN’s hon-
ored guests. Several other 100th 
Battalion (BN), 442nd Regimental 
Combat Team (RCT); and MIS 
Nisei veterans cancelled their 
trips out of an abundance of cau-
tion due to the COVID-19 Delta 
variant. Several other families 
and guests cancelled their trips 

as well for the same reason.  
One family, enroute to Wash-
ington DC, received a call at 
their Chicago layover that their 
Nisei veteran father had fallen 
gravely ill. They immediately 
returned home.

The celebratory dinner on the 
final evening was emceed by 
David Ono, news anchor at 
KABC, the ABC affiliate in the 
Los Angeles area.  The remarks 
from all the speakers who were 
directly involved in making this 
Nisei exhibit happen, expressed 
how important this story is in 
American history.  Representing 
the White House, Erika Moritsu-
gu, read a letter from President 
Joe Biden and added her remarks 
on the importance of the Nisei 
soldier story in these challenging 
times.  Erika is the Deputy Assis-
tant to the President and Asian 
American, Native Hawaiian and 
Pacific Islander Senior Liaison. 
Many were surprised to hear that 
two of her uncles, who served in 
the 442 RCT, were recipients of 
the Medal of Honor.

General Eric Shinseki, 34th Army 
Chief of Staff introduced the 
keynote speaker, General Paul 
Nakasone, USA, Commander, 
US Cyber Command; Director, 
National Security Agency (NSA); 
and Chief Central Security Ser-

vice.  His comments were even 
more relevant as he is the son of 
an MIS soldier.  His father, COL 
“Bud” Nakasone was featured in 
a documentary titled, “The Reg-
istry”, featuring the late Grant 
Ichikawa (WWI MIS) along with 
local MISer, the late Roy Mat-
sumoto. Mike Yaguchi is among 
those listed in the ending credits 
of this documentary.

At the end of GEN Nakasone’s 
speech, NVN presented him with 
a poster size first issue Nisei 
Soldier Stamp. Mementos were 
presented to Dr. Katherine Tobin 
for her advocacy within the USPS 
Citizens Stamp Advisory Commit-
tee to secure a USPS Commemo-
rative Nisei Soldier Stamp. Many 
in the audience knew about 
the Stamp Our Story campaign, 
but only a few know about 
Dr. Tobin’s role to help secure 
this special and new “Forever” 

stamp. Ms. Tammy Call was 
presented a memento for her 
earnest efforts to understand the 
Nisei soldier story and relentless 
energy to secure exhibit space 
and funding too.

Background

The project started with informal 
conversations in the early 2016 
between the NVN; AHF; NMUSA; 
and the Army’s Center of Military 
History (CMH). A formal meeting 
with NMUSA’s project director, 
Ms. Tammy Call, and Dr. Charles 
Cureton, acting chief curator, 
CMH, occurred on August 11, 
2016, at the Army’s Museum 
Support Center, Ft. Belvoir. Ms. 
Call was formally named as 
NMUSA’s director in November 
2014. It is notable that funds to 
begin construction of the NMU-
SA and exhibit displays had yet 

(L-R) MG Tony Taguba; Dr Katherine Tobin; Leslie Sakato (daughter of 
MOH recipient George Sakato); and Dale Watanabe
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Family member viewing her father’s story located on 
one of the Soldier Pylons.

to be submitted through the US 
Army; Department of Army; Of-
fice of the Secretary of Defense 
(OSD); Office of Management 
and Budget (OMB); the White 
House; and the US Congress. 
The Fiscal Year (FY) 2018 budget 
was likely in the budget pipeline, 
so meeting in mid- to late- 2016 
for a proposed 2019 museum 
opening to also include a special 
Nisei Soldier Exhibit was quite 
ambitious at the time. 

So much of the discussions oc-
curred under an umbrella of fiscal 
uncertainty because the Mu-
seum’s budget had yet to be fully 
coordinated, finalized, and ap-
proved. There was some specula-
tion that some, perhaps all, of 
the funding for a special exhibit 
would fall entirely on NVN. For-
tunately, the slow federal budget 
process and quick NVN planning 
resolved most of the budgetary 
and legal review issues and the 
NMUSA was able to modify their 
FY2018 budget request to fund 
the vast majority of the special 
Nisei Soldier Experience exhibit.

In-concert with this effort, Lt Col 
Yuzo Tokita, USAF (ret), Nisei 
Veterans Committee’s (NVC) rep-
resentative on the NVN Advisory 
Board, informed the NVC Execu-
tive Committee and attendees 
at the NVC General Membership 
meeting on June 24, 2016, about 
NVN’s next project with NMUSA.  
NVC’s role began in earnest on 
January 26, 2017, when NVN 
accompanied Ms. Call and Dr. 
Cureton to visit NVC. The on-site 

visiting party also consisted 
of Christine Sato-Yamazaki, 
executive director, NVN; GEN 
Eric Shinseki, USA-ret, member, 
Board of Directors, Army His-
torical Foundation; and Lt Col 
Michael J. Yaguchi, USAF (ret), 
member, NVN Advisory Board. 
Mr. Chris Sketchley (NVC docent) 
led the visiting party on a tour of 
the NVC museum. 

The visiting party then presented 
a formal briefing to the NVC, 
NVC Foundation (NVCF) member-
ship, and the Japanese American 
(JA) community about NMU-
SA’s goals and plans to tell the 
story of the common every-
day American soldier, and to 
include the story of the nearly 
33,000 WWII Nisei soldiers 
and the 44 Nisei women of the 
Women’s Army Corp. Over the 
next several months, the afore-
mentioned party visited JA 
veteran organizations and JA 
civic organizations in Alameda, 
CA; Chicago, IL; Honolulu, HI; 
Houston, TX; Oakland, CA; and 
San Francisco, CA.

In parallel to the NVN-NMUSA 
discussions and city tours, 
NVN discovered that Smithson-
ian Institution’s (SI) National 
Museum of American History 
(NMAH) would undergo a major 
renovation of the exhibit area 
where the WWII Nisei Soldier 
Congressional Gold Medal (CGM) 
was exhibited. The WWII Nisei 
Soldier CGM was designated 
by public law to be displayed 
at NMAH, however, there were 

concerns that 
there were no 
concrete plans 
to display the 
Nisei Soldier CGM 
elsewhere at the 
NMAH. 

Part of the reason 
for sending the 
CGM on a seven-
city tour after the 
2010 national 
celebration in 
Washington, DC 
was to provide am-
ple opportunity for 
NVN to work with 
SI to help design 
and raise funds 
to construct an 
informative CGM 
exhibit. Moreover, 
it helped ensure 
the CGM was kept 
out of SI archives. The seven-city 
tour also provided ample design 
time to produce digital online 
content that would be hosted on 
SI’s web servers (See http://cgm.
smithsonianapa.org/). Because 
of NMAH renovation sched-
ule and the absence of space 
to relocate the CGM display 
elsewhere, it became clear 
that NVN begin to discuss with 
SI and NMAH, the movement, 
temporarily, of the Nisei Soldier 
CGM to the special Nisei Soldier 
Experience exhibit at NMUSA 
until the NMAH renovation is 
completed. A legally- binding 
memorandum of agreement was 
signed between the NVN, AHF, 
and NMUSA.

Personal Thoughts

The special exhibit of the Nisei 
soldiers will be at NMUSA until 
2024. Go see it along with the 
rest of the exhibits and history of 

the U.S. Army.  Encourage others 
to go, especially those who are 
not familiar with the story.  We 
are fortunate to have several 
new ways to make more people 
aware with exciting new resourc-
es such as the USPS Go for Broke 
stamp and best-selling author 
Daniel James Brown’s “Facing 
the Mountain” book.

The NVC and members of the 
NVC Foundation have been well 
represented over the years from 
the inception of the project.  
Most recently, Yuzo Tokita served 
on the NVN advisory board 
prior to myself.  My sister, Mari 
Watanabe, has been involved 
with NVN for the past 10 years 
in Portland and there are many 
others from other parts of the 
country (e.g., Hawaii, LA, Bay 
Area, Chicago, Houston, Phila-
delphia) who helped make this 

(continued on pg. 6)

Nisei Soldier Exhibit
 (continued from pg.4)
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(L-R) Ms. Christine Sato-Yamazaki, ED NVN; GEN Nakasone with Nisei Soldier Stamp poster memento.

Nisei Soldier Exhibit
 (continued from pg.5)
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happen.  The NVC and the NVC 
Foundation have supported the 
NVN efforts and several NVC 
and NVCF members and families 
have contributed to making this 
Nisei soldier exhibit at NMUSA 
a reality.

Thank NVC Commander Michael 
Yaguchi for his work with NVN.  
Yaguchi led the protocol planning 
effort for the entire project which 
included transportation plans 
for the two Nisei veterans and 
their families; staffing security 
and other support activity with 
the Ceremonies and Special 
Events Branch, Military District of 
Washington; Office of the Chief 
of Staff Army (OCSA); Office 
of the Commander, US Cyber 
Command and National Security 
Agency (NSA); Executive Office of 
the President, The White House; 
Army Historical Foundation (AHF); 
and the NMUSA. 

Additionally, he coordinated ef-
forts with the dinner event plan-
ner, and assisted Major General 
Tony Taguba, USA-ret, coordina-
tion efforts with National Airport 
Transportation Security Agency 
officials and USO officials/vol-
unteers to expedite arrival and 
departure security protocols for 
the Nisei veterans their families. 
MG Taguba and Yaguchi were 
also tasked to coordinate trans-

portation to/from the arrival and 
departure airport and the Nisei 
veterans’ hotel at the Embassy 
Suites, Old Town Alexandria VA.

As you can see, he played a 
significant role to make this Nisei 
soldier event and exhibit a suc-
cess.  His knowledge of military 
protocol, his personal network 
of friends and professional 
contacts, and his passion about 
educating a broader audience 
on the Nisei soldier story makes 
him our MVP, in my opinion.  I’m 
glad he chose to return to Seattle 
after many years in the Air Force.  
I hope we can keep him and his 
wife here and involved with the 
NVC and NVC Foundation.  

Feedback received from a variety 
of guests was both abundant and 
positive and supports our conclu-
sion that the event was very well 
executed from the attendee point 

of view. Additionally, this project 
set the stage for telling the Nisei 
soldier story to a national level 
audience. NMUSA estimates 
(pre-pandemic) visits to be over 
one million in the first year of 
operation growing to three mil-
lion by the end of the third year 
of operation. NMUSA is listed on 
the Washington DC’s Places to 
Go tourist brochure, and North-
ern Virginia tourist handouts 
reflect NMUSA as a tourist 
destination too. The combined 
visits to all JA organizations 
across the country and Hawai’i, 
including the Japanese Ameri-
can National Museum and the 
Go For Broke National Educa-
tion Center in Los Angeles, 
would not likely reach these 
large visit numbers. 

According to LTG Schultz, Presi-
dent, Army Historical Founda-

tion, the response he has seen 
from the general public to the 
material at the exhibit’s kiosks 
has filled a gap in visitors’ 
knowledge about the magnifi-
cent battle record and valor of 
the 100th, 442, and MIS.  It 
also enlightens visitors about 
the pre- and post-war environ-
ment the Nisei soldier and their 
families endured. 

Finally, NVC’s participation in 
this NVN project is aligned 
with the NVC mission to pro-
mote and protect the American 
way of life as guaranteed and 
set forth by the Constitution of 
the United States; to perpetu-
ate the historical preservation 
and sharing of the legacy of 
the NVC and to carry on the 
patriotic, social, charitable, and 
educational objectives as origi-
nally formed and organized.  
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Eagle Scout Project:  
New Memorial Wall Outdoor Directory
By Bev Kashino

Ryan Seo, son of NVC member Stan Seo, volunteered to build a new 
outdoor directory box in front of the NVC Foundation Memorial Wall 
along with four other Eagle Scouts from Scout Troop 420: Alex Wong, 
Nat Thomas, Elliot Bradley, and Brian Yi. Ryan is a senior at Bothell 
HS and served as Project Manager.  

Work on this project, including the planning phase, began after the 
Life Scout Board reviewed and approved it.  This was a very formal 
and structured Scout proposal that will earn Ryan an Eagle Scout 
Badge.  This project is the second to last step on his way to earning 
the rank.  His last step will be to participate in an Eagle Scout Board 
of review and organize an application packet to submit to the Seattle 
Scout Council.  The packet will include this Eagle Scout project, all 
merit badges earned, ranks earned, service hours completed, miles 
hiked, days camped, and miles ridden on his bike.  The Council will 
verify everything in the packet, and if he meets all requirements, he 
will be granted the rank of Eagle Scout. 

As most of you know, there is a Memorial Wall with bricks at the 
Nisei Veterans Committee (NVC) Hall. Each brick has a name of a 
Japanese American veteran who fought during WWII, Japanese 

Americans incarcerated during WWII, and other more recent veter-
ans. The Memorial Wall has needed a housing box that can hold the 
directory so that all have access for help in locating each brick.  A 
part of the project included cosmetic clean up. 

We greatly appreciate the hard work and planning Ryan and his crew 
put forth to make this project a success!   Ryan made many signifi-
cant enhancements from what existed previously.  Thank you, Ryan!



 8	 2021	SEPTEMBER	NEWSLETTER		•		Visit Our Website: www.NVCFoundation.org

The Nisei Soldier Experience exhibit is the National Museum of the 
U.S. Army’s first special exhibit that showcases an unprecedented 
collection of Japanese American artifacts that capture the rarely told 
story of the Japanese American Nisei Soldier during World War II. 
The exhibit highlights their struggles both at home and abroad, their 
courageous acts on the battlefield and their long-awaited recognition 
culminating in the Congressional Gold Medal awarded in 2011. 

The importance of their service and the significance of the WWII 
veteran’s visit the Museum was highlighted by multiple visits with 
high-level United States government officials.

General Erik K. Shinseki (Retired) introduced General Paul M. Naka-
sone, Commander, U.S. Cyber Command, Director, National Security 
Agency/Chief, Central Security Services, for keynote remarks. Gen. 
Nakasone discussed his father’s service in WWII as a veteran who also 
joined the Military Intelligence Service. Col. Edwin “Bud” Nakasone 
was born on April 29, 1927, near Wahiawa, Oahu, one of 10 children 
born to Issei parents. He was 14 years old when Pearl Harbor was 
attacked and recalls seeing Japanese planes flying overhead on their 
way to Wheeler Field, a U.S. Army airfield. 

Drafted in 1945, Nakasone went on to serve in Military Intelligence 
Service. Nakasone was assigned as part of the U.S. Army military forc-

es in the occupation of Japan and the 168th Language Detachment, 1st 
Cavalry Division where he assigned people to translation projects in 
the War Crimes Trials and HQ’s daily translations. Discharged in 1948, 
Nakasone went on to teach history at White Bear Lake High School, 
MN, and Century College, White Bear Lake, MN until his retirement in 
2000. Nakasone remained active in the Army Reserves and retired as a 
Colonel in April 1987 after nearly 42 years of service.

“The contributions of the Nisei Soldiers during WWII amplified the 
value and strength that inclusion and diversity, coupled with a strong 
sense of service can bring to our Nation,” Gen. Nakasone said. “They 
paved the way for future generations of Japanese Americans, myself 
included.”

Erika Moritsugu, deputy assistant to 47th President of the United 
States, President Joseph Biden, shared her personal connection having 
two uncles who served during WWII and received Medals of Honor.

“The new exhibit at the National Museum of the U.S. Army and the 
longstanding work of the National Veterans Network underscore how 
critical it is to honor and remember the Nisei Soldiers during World 
War II for their distinguished service fighting for our country,” said 
Erika Moritsugu, deputy assistant to 47th President of the United 
States, President Joseph Biden. “We will never forget their allegiance 
and their gallantry. It is part of our legacy and inspiration and a critical 
part of our American history.”

Just the day prior, the Army Chief of Staff, General James C. McCon-
ville joined a social reception at the National Museum of the U.S. Army 
to meet with the two WWII Veterans and Medal of Honor families. 

Gen. James McConville, 40th Chief of Staff of the Army visited with 
the veterans and families and told them, “Our Soldiers today stand on 
your shoulders and strive every day to live up to the legacy you left us.”

Moriyama and Matsumoto were greeted by General Eric K. Shinseki 
(Retired), 34th U.S. Army Chief of Staff and Christine Sato-Yamazaki, 
executive director of the National Veterans Network, and joined by 
three families of Medal of Honor recipients: Pfc. Kaoru Moto, 100th 
Infantry Battalion; Pfc. Sadao Munemori, 100th Infantry Battalion; and 
Pfc. George Sakato, 442nd Regimental Combat Team, along with other 
WWII Veteran families at events at the Museum.

Col. (RET) Charles Morimoto shared “My wife Helen and I made the 
decision in 2019 that we would visit the Museum when it opened. 
Nothing could have stopped us from coming for this historic event. 
I wish more of my fellow Nisei Veterans were still here to see this 
exhibit that honors the sacrifice, service, and honor of our units during 

National Veterans Network Holds Special Event Celebrating 
Nisei Soldier Experience Exhibit at the National Museum of the 
U.S. Army 

National Veterans Network Holds Special Event Celebrating Nisei Soldier 
Experience Exhibit at the National Museum of the U.S. Army 

FORT BELVOIR, Va., Sept. 3, 2021 /PRNewswire/ -- Invited by the Na-
tional Veterans Network to view the recently unveiled Nisei Soldier Ex-
perience exhibit at the National Museum of the U.S. Army at Fort Bel-
voir, VA, Japanese American WWII Nisei veterans Colonel (ret) Charles 
Moriyama, 96, of Honolulu, and Ralph Matsumoto, 100, of Paramount, 
Calif., traveled across the United States to visit the Museum and the 
historic exhibit. Although they had never met, they shared service to 
the United States as linguists in the U.S. Army’s Military Intelligence 
Service during WWII.

By National Veterans Network

(continued on pg. 9)
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WWII. I thank everyone who worked so hard for this exhibit, especially 
the National Veterans Network.”

“I never thought a day or exhibit like this would happen in my lifetime. 
I am so grateful to everyone who made this exhibit a reality,” said 
Ralph Matsumoto, WWII veteran. “I am grateful to the National Veter-
ans Network for their commitment to telling our story.”

Over 26 wartime objects of the 100th Infantry Battalion, 442nd Regi-
mental Combat Team and Military Intelligence Service (MIS) are on 
display, along with nine life stories and interactive maps that allows 
visitors to learn about the campaigns and battles fought by the 100th 
Infantry Battalion and 442nd RCT in the European Campaign and 
MIS in Pacific Campaign. From 2017 to 2020, the National Veterans 
Network worked together with the National Museum of the United 

States Army to gather artifacts and develop the historical content for 
the Nisei Soldier Experience exhibit.

“For the Japanese American WWII veterans and the families of the 
100th, 442nd and MIS, this is an important and significant recognition 
by the United States Army. Despite being discriminated based on their 
race, these young men and women rose above fear and prejudice in 
WWII to demonstrate their loyalty to the United States. It is our hope 
that many will come to learn to the Museum to learn this American 
story,” said Christine Sato-Yamazaki, executive director, National 
Veterans Network.

Please visit www.nationalveteransnetwork.com and follow the NVN 
on Facebook (NationalVeteransNetwork), Twitter (@NtlVetNetwork) or 
Instagram (nationalveteransnetwork). 

During my vacation I closely 
followed the fall of Afghani-
stan. Back in the 2000’s I did a 
deployment there as a military 
chaplain. My job was to visit 
our bases and outposts to offer 
the Mass for the Catholics and 
general support to the service 
members. In all, I ministered 
at 17 different places in the 
country. Some of the bases were 
large with 800 or more person-
nel. Most were small with fewer 
than 200. The main mode of 
transport were helicopters and 
so I was able to see much of the 
country. Sometimes I was able 
to go out with the soldiers on 
missions and had the opportu-
nity to see and meet the local 
Afghan population.

When the news reports of the 
Taliban offensive began flowing 
in, I felt a personal connection 

Pastor’s Corner
By Fr. Steve Maekawa, OP - Pastor

[NOTE: One of our members shared this column with us following 
the US final withdrawal from Afghanistan. Fr. Maekawa, son of NVC 
member Don Maekawa, served in Afghanistan earlier in our involve-
ment there. He kindly gave us permission to reprint it here, noting 
that he wrote it a week prior to the final chaotic days of the with-
drawal. We thank him for his words and his service.]

to what was happening. It was 
with sadness and some distress 
that I heard of the fall of Kabul. 
The country was overrun so 
quickly that countless Afghans 
who committed themselves 
to their nation, NATO and the 
American forces were overrun. 
They have no chance of getting 
to a safe place with their fami-
lies. Many of our own people 
are also now stranded. For the 
moment there is no clear way 
forward for us to find everyone 
and get them out.

There is much debate now about 
what our 20-year presence in 
Afghanistan accomplished. Cut-
ting to the heart of the matter is 
the question was it a waste of 
lives and resources? That debate 
will go on for a while. Hindsight 
often becomes closer to 20/20 
with the passage of time.  

Our original mission there was to 
get Osama Bin Laden. It changed 
to nation building.

Was that actually possible? Was 
it an altruistic endeavor? Regard-
less of whatever flaws in that 
mission’s conception, motivation, 
and execution, what we imper-
fectly offered to the Afghans 
was an opportunity to develop a 
national infrastructure that could 
support a more peaceful and 
prosperous life.

Americans cherish opportunity. 
It is the offspring of freedom and 
liberty. Perhaps that was one 
of our miscalculations. Other 
cultures may not value it as 
highly as we do. A British Royal 
Air Force chaplain (Catholic) I 
knew in Kandahar once said to 
me “You Americans always have 
something to do. Even when you 
are off duty, you fill that time 
with plans and activities.” My 
unspoken thought was “Isn’t 
that what everyone does?”

Most of our families came to 
America poor and seeking a 
better life. They didn’t expect it 

to be given to them. They just 
wanted a chance. They reached 
for the opportunity to pursue 
dreams and to be rewarded with 
the fruits of their industrious-
ness, ingenuity, enterprise, and 
initiative. From this vantage 
point, we can look at the failed 
American effort in Afghanistan 
as one that evolved into an 
attempt to share with another 
nation a gift that we ourselves 
so highly treasure. 

Our Gospel this week is about 
opportunity. It is the conclusion 
of the Bread of Life Discourse 
in the Gospel of John. Jesus 
explicitly proclaims he is the 
Bread of Life: “Whoever eats 
this bread will live forever” Je-
sus offers the opportunity for the 
forgiveness of sins and eternal 
life through his living body and 
blood. It is an opportunity and an 
offer that Peter and the Apostles 
cannot refuse:

“Master, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal 
life.”

Fr. Steve Maekawa, OP - Pastor

National Veterans Network Holds Special Event
 (continued from pg.8)
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Serving Your Real Estate 
Needs Since 1994

Eric Uyeji
(206) 854-4468 

ericu.johnlscott.com

Your Link to SEATTLE’S JAPANESE COMMUNITY Since 1902

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE
https://napost.com/subscribe

Thank you for your contined support

Thank you so much for the COJ! It really is the best coffee on 
base, really appreciate it!

 — Service member serving in United Arab Emirates

Thank you for the coffee 

 — Max serving in Qatar

Thanks for your supporting.

 — Service member serving in Iraq

Thank you for the ice coffee. And somebody has to do it. Re-
spectfully, A deployed US Marine. 

 — Service member serving in Djibouti

Thank you for the support and coffee.

 — Service member serving in Iraq

Thank you for the Coffee and God Bless you and your family!

 — Service member serving in Kuwait

Thank you!

 — Michael serving in Kuwait

Acknowledgements also received from service members serving in:

Djibouti, Iraq, Kuwait, Jordan

To send your own Cup of Joe, go to: 

https://www.greenbeanscoffee.com/
products/cup-of-joe-for-a-joe

Thank You for a Cup of Joe!
By Keith Yamaguchi

NVC has joined “Cup of Joe for a Joe”, a Green Beans Coffee pro-
gram that allows you to thank a member of the armed forces for their 
service with a hot, fresh cup of Green Beans Coffee and a personal 
message at over three dozen overseas bases where Green Beans Cof-
fee has an outlet. 

Here are some of the messages the NVC has received from Troops 
wanting to thank you for sending them a Cup of Joe!

Thank you for your gift! Have a wonderful day.

 — Service member serving in Qatar

Thank you for the coffee! A small gesture that makes a world of 
difference!

 — Service member serving in Kuwait

Thank you very much for your support! It is greatly appreci-
ated!

 — SPC Logan S. serving in Djibouti

Thank you so much for the great coffee!

 — Service member serving in Djibouti

Thank you so much

 — Service member serving in Jordan

Thank you for the Cup of Joe – much appreciated! Great break 
to my day.

 — Service member serving in Iraq

Thank you for your generosity.

 — Service member serving in Qatar
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NVC Donations
In Appreciation of 
Nisei Lunch – Keith 
Yamaguchi and Nisei 
Luncheon Volunteers

Grace Uomoto

In Appreciation of 
NVC Newsletter

Fumi Nakamura

In Memory of 
Happy and Sue 
Fujikado

Nancy and Joe 
Schneider

In Memory of 
Alfred Fujimoto

Ronald and Cynthia 
Hiraki

Peggy Hanada

In Memory of 
Naomi Kakiuchi

Denise and Les Inaba

Dale and Shiz Kaku

Tomio and Jenny 
Moriguchi

Fumi Nakamura

NVC Foundation Donations

NVC Foundation 
Endowment Fund Donations 

General Fund

Boeing Employees 
(Blackbaud Giving 
Fund)

Brian Kaku

Lawrence Leake

Joe Ohashi

Jacqueline Perkins

Frederick Sakura

Kay Toda

Conor Wilson

In Honor of Edward 
Fujii who proudly 
served our country.  
His lessons and 
legacy will live on 
in the many lives he 
touched.

Jennifer Gulrajani

In Honor of 
Mon Takahashi, KIA 
WWII

Tom Takahashi

In Memory of 
Naomi Kakiuchi

George Aoyama

David Fukuhara

Craig Murakami

Paul Murakami

John and Polly Shigaki

NVC/NVCF Membership

CONCOURSE CONCESSION LLC
22518 Marine View Drive S.  •  Des Moines, Washington  98198
Tel: 206.824.6500  •  Fax: 206.824.1195  •  www.concourse-usa.com

Offering Quality, Innovative Food Services at Sea-Tac International Airport

North Satellite
and Concourse A

Concourse C Concourse A

NVC FOUNDATION

Life Frieda Takamura                       

 Dolly Tokunaga                          

Scholarship Fund Donations
NVC/WAC Scholarship

In Memory of Naomi Sue Watanabe Kakiuchi

Deb Tinnin and Kathryn Stock

Emiko Suyehiro

In Memory of Alfred Fujimoto Tsuboi Family (Sab, Susan, and David)

In Memory of George Kakehashi David and Sachiyo Searles

In Memory of and In 
Appreciation of Naomi 
Kakiuchi

Louise Matsumoto

In Memory of 
Pat Nakamura

Arlene Kadoshima

Dale and Shiz Kaku

In Memory of 
Curtis Takamura

Frieda Takamura

In Memory of 
Sojiro Takamura

Frieda Takamura
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Facebook, Instagram or Web: terryskitchenbellevue

Asian Counseling and Referral Service hosts the ACRS Virtual 
Gala	on	Saturday,	October	2,	2021,	5:30	pm	Pre-Show,	6	pm-
7pm Program and Live Auction. 

Proceeds will benefit vital ACRS services and programs that reach 
over 30,000 people and families in our region. The event will feature 
the return of Culinary Journey, where ACRS partners with leading 
Asian and Pacific Islander chefs to showcase their talents while 
sharing stories of healing and transformation. Join an evening of 
inspiration to celebrate community and resilience. The livestream 
event is free to attend and includes a pre-event show, live and online 
auctions, and curated meal kits available for purchase. More informa-
tion about the auction items, meal kits and links to the livestream will 
be posted in the weeks leading up to the event: https://acrs.org/
events/gala/ 

SCIDpda will hold a Virtual Fundraiser Event on Friday, 
October 8, 6-7 pm PST. 

Free to attend. Meals (for Two!) available for $50 (see link for info 
about meals) Come for the entertainment, see some familiar faces in 
the community, and most importantly – come support a good cause! 
SCIDpda’s annual fundraiser provides critical support for preservation 
and community development work in the Chinatown International Dis-
trict. https://scidpda.giv.ng/e/2021-scidpda-annual-fundraiser-
virtual-event

JCCCW and Northwest Nikkei Museum offer a monthly 
Speaker Series via	Zoom.	On	Friday,	October	15,	7:00	pm,	
hear a panel discuss Seattle JACL at 100 Years. 

Join this new, monthly program and learn about Japanese American 
culture and history with the Northwest Nikkei Museum on the third 
Friday of every month! Guest speakers will cover a variety of topics 
and perspectives related to Japanese Americans in the Greater Se-
attle Area and beyond. To register for the event: https://www.jcccw.
org/speaker-series

Community NEWS
Densho will host their 25th Anniversary Gala on Saturday, 
October	23,	from	5:00	–	6:30	pm	in	a	virtual	format.	

The Gala will feature music, dance, art, and inter-generational con-
versation celebrating Densho’s first 25 years. Registration is free at: 
https://densho.org/25gala/ 

JCCCW is open again and looking forward to welcoming 
guests to Bunka no Hi 2021 on campus for three days, 
November 12th - 14th. 

This year will showcase traditional crafts from all over Japan. The 
exhibit will include pottery, lacquerware, textiles, baskets, wood-
work, metalware, bamboo and paper products. These objects are still 
made today using centuries-old techniques and used in everyday life. 
If you have such traditional craft items from Japan, but are willing 
to part with it, please consider donating it to the J for the exhibit. 
All items donated will be processed through Hosekibako and may 
be among the items offered for sale in future fundraising. Proceeds 
from the sale will be used to support programs and activities of the 
JCCCW. Visit the Bunka no Hi webpage for updates and more infor-
mation: www.jcccw.org/bunka-no-hi

Japan America Society of the State of Washington hosts their 
98th Holiday Celebration and Auction in a live online event 
Tuesday,	November	30	at	5:30	PM	(PST)	and	Wednesday,	
December	01	at	10:30	AM	(JST).	

An Online Silent Auction will also run from November 18 - Novem-
ber 30. This year’s event will connect members, supporters, friends 
and community in Washington State and Japan online with special 
stories, fun entertainment, and exciting auction items. The theme 
will take the Olympics as inspiration, so “Raise a Toast to the Tokyo 
Olympics” From early giving to “Raising a Toast” together virtually, 
help make this year’s Holiday Celebration and Auction a true gold 
medal event! For more information and registration: https://jassw.
info/event-4406545
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Help Continue the NVC Legacy

Donate to the NVC Foundation Endowment Fund to Help Continue the NVC Legacy!

For More Information, Please Contact:
Leslie Inaba at info@nvcfoundation.org or leave a message at NVC Hall: (206) 322-1122

Recycle Your Old Bike!
Drop it off or call for a FREE

Pickup in the Greater Seattle Area
Phone: 206.325.4526
Text: 206.972.8356
Email: info@velobikeshop.com
www.velobikeshop.com

Stay Happy & Healthy!

M A R K E T S

 

Proudly Keeping Memories Alive 

For more information on preplanning or 
job opportunities in our community 
ou t reach  d i v i s i on  p lease  ca l l              
206-834-1961 

11111 Aurora Avenue North • Seattle • WA • 98133  

______________________________________________ 

Honor the Past 
Celebrate the Present 

Leave a Legacy for the Future 



� NVC/WAC Scholarship � Shiro Kashino Scholarship
� Endowment Fund � Other:

Enclosed are Annual NVC Membership Dues for ________
years at $35 per year; or ROTC Membership Dues at
$20 per year (25 & Under).

Dates:

1212 S. King Street 
Seattle WA  98144
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