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SAVE the DATE!

NVC
Annual Golf
Tournament

Monday, August 23,
2021, at 9:00 AM
Foster Golf Links

13500 Interurban Ave South
Tukwila, WA 98168
Men’s & Women’s medal low net

Tournament Fee:
62 and over =
Members
- $45
Non-Members - $50
Under 62 = 			
Members
- $50
Non-Members - $55
Includes: greens fee, prizes &
dinner -- carts extra
Rib Steak dinner to follow at
Nisei Vets Memorial Hall
(Location subject to change due
to pandemic protocols)
Please note: This tournament is
open to all NVC and
NVC Foundation members,
their family and friends!!!
Only Veteran members eligible
for the coveted Perpetual Trophy
To reserve a spot, contact
M. J. Mitoma at:
(206) 762-1424
or
mjmitoma@aol.com
Entry deadline: August 13, 2021
Please note that we are limited
to 18 foursomes, and
Reservations will be prioritized
for members up to the entry
deadline
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NVC Memorial Day Event: Keynote Speech
Speech by Katherine C. Tobin, Ph.D., May 26, 2021

Good day, everyone Kon’Nichiwa!
Blessings to you and your family
on this Memorial Day weekend.
Thank you, Mike, for your kind
introduction.
I am honored, very honored, to be
invited to speak at the 76th Nisei
Veterans Committee’s commemoration of Japanese American
veterans. In my remarks today,
I want to tell you first about
my connection to the Japanese
American community and why I
believe what we’re all doing here
today is so important. Second,
I’ll tell you about the role and
work of the U.S. Postal Service’s L to R: Mike Yaguchi and David Fukuhara laying a wreath at Lake View
Citizens Stamp Committee
Cemetery IHO Memorial Day 2021
and its commemorative stamp
program’s goals and process.
received orders to travel to JaSo, first, here’s my story. My faAnd third, I want to focus on
ther was a WWII naval aviator, a pan for duty at the Marine Corps
the incredibly powerful lessons
pilot who flew B24s in the South Air Station Iwakuni. Our family,
we must all learn from what the
Pacific throughout the war, in the my mother and younger sister,
Nisei WWII veterans did through Solomon and Mariana Islands
were able to join him to live
their service to America.
area. Years later, in 1962, Dad
(continued on pg. 4)

NVC & NVC FOUNDATION CALENDAR
CANCELED		
June 25, Friday
7:00 pm – 8:30 pm
July 30, Friday
7:00 pm – 8:30 pm
August 23, Monday 9:00 am

Chow Mein Dinner
NVC and NVC Foundation – Virtual meeting
NVC and NVC Foundation – Virtual meeting
NVC Annual Golf Tournament

			

Foster Golf Links, Dinner at NVC Hall

August 27, Friday

NVC and NVC Foundation – Virtual meeting

7:00 pm – 8:30 pm

To get the meeting link and information, email this address: nvcfoundation@hotmail.com
NOTE: For the safety of our volunteers and all those who use NVC Memorial Hall, the NVC Board has elected
to close use of the NVC Memorial Hall until further notice due to the Coronavirus/COVID-19 Pandemic. Please
check with us or visit the website for information on when we will reopen the NVC Hall. Until then, all programs and events will be held Virtually online.
*The NVC Newsletter takes a Summer Break in the month of July, so the next Newsletter will not
come out until August 2021.*
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NVC Commander’s Column
It appears we are finally
emerging from the restrictions associated with
the COVID19 pandemic.
As of this writing, public
health officials had yet
to provide any additional
guidance or restrictions.
But we’re preparing policies and procedures to
open NVC Memorial Hall.
A big thank you to special services chair, Bob Kiga,
and to Dale Watanabe and Walt Tanimoto for the
time and effort dedicated to produce a marvelous
video for the 76th Annual NVC-NVCF Memorial Day
service. Unfortunately, it was a virtual event again,
but our distinguished speaker, Dr. Katherine Tobin,
knitted the significance of Memorial Day with
the new USPS issued WWII Nisei Soldier stamp
extremely well. If you haven’t seen it, I highly
encourage you to do so. We’ve received many,
many accolades from across the country. I continue
to receive notes and texts from across the country,
Guam, Japan, and Germany for this impressive
YouTube video. Again, thank you Bob, Dale, and
Walt for a job well done.
Troop 252 Scouts fanned out on May 29th and
placed over 370 US Flags at Nisei and other JA
veteran gravesites at Evergreen-Washelli Cemetery. Thank you Scouts, Scout leaders, and Craig
Omoto, son-in-law of former NVC Commander Tosh
Okamoto, for their boundless energy and impressive efficiency. Thanks also to Dale and Shiz Kaku

By Mike Yaguchi

for the tasty treats and beverages post “flag-in”
activity!
A US Army Reserve restructure will reflag Charlie
Company (C Co) to Joint Base Lewis McChord later
this year. A group from C Co, 100 Battalion, 442
Infantry Regiment visited the Hall. The battalion
executive officer; Mortar platoon leader; and the
deputy commanding officer were pretty much gob
smacked with the Hall and all it represents. CSM
Walden presented us their new 100 BN unit coin
too. This coin and other unique unit/organizational
coins will be displayed at a future Open House.
Welcome to the PNW and NVC!!!
Early June, NVC Memorial Hall was featured in a
Ryan Yamamoto (KOMO morning anchor) report
about WWII Nisei soldiers highlighted in the book
“Facing the Mountain” and represented on the
newly issued WWII Nisei Soldier “Go For Broke”
FOREVER stamp. We thank Ryan for visiting
the Hall and featuring NVC’s Wall of Honor and
displays in the Medal of Honor room. You can
view the news clip by visiting KOMO’s website and
search for “Nisei Soldier”. Thanks again Ryan!
I cannot thank enough the volunteers who spend
their time keeping the Hall safe, clean, and in
good repair, and others who continue to plan and
strategize on services and programs while waiting
for the day we finally reopen. We simply cannot do
this without this army of dedicated souls. Thank
you so much. Finally, please stay safe and healthy,
be kind, and keep our troops in your thoughts and
prayers especially ones deployed overseas.
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NVC Foundation President’s Column
By David Fukuhara

The NVC newsletter is an integral part of our organization and
is sustained by a dedicated group
of volunteers who coordinate a
complicated process to publish
each edition.

Since the founding of the Seattle
Nisei Veterans Committee in
1946, the newsletter has been
an important publication to keep
our membership and the broader
Community informed about our
activities and current events.
While many of our members
receive a copy of the newsletter
by mail every month, a growing
number are reading the newsletter on the NVC Foundation
website as well.

We appreciate the work of Stan
Shikuma, Page Tanagi, Ken
Hiraiwa, Paul Murakami and
the mailing crew, and of course
Matsue Watanabe for your
efforts to publish the monthly
newsletter. We also appreciate
the support of Lisa Hasegawa
and Eric Tomita of Quality Press,
who provide the printing of our
paper copies. Then, there is the
work of Karen Shimizu who posts
the newsletter and maintains the
publication archive on our NVC
Foundation website.
We also appreciate the writers
who provide the content for our
publication and the sponsors
who support us.
I’d like to highlight another
publication that is central to the

Japanese American Community.
Since 1904, the North American
Post has been published in one
form or another to provide news
to our Community. Due to the effects of the pandemic and trends
in the publishing industry, they
are in danger of stopping their
publication.
According to Misa Murohashi of
the NAP, the newspaper is being
faced with financial challenges
and they are launching a subscription campaign, as well as
a Go Fund Me page to support
their recovery.
In their latest edition online,
you will see a link to our NVC
Memorial Day video. They have
expanded their online presence,
and you can read their publication online.
On a personal note, the first time
I lived in Japan I wrote a series
of articles chronicling my experiences from a Sansei perspec-

Help The North American Post mark 120 years!
Friends of The North American Post
The North American Post (NAP)
has been a community treasure
since its founding in 1902. With
few exceptions, like during WWII,
the paper has been published on
a regular basis. Its main mission
has always been to connect community members with the people
and activities that are important
to them.

Small community newspapers like
NAP have been severely impacted
by the pandemic. Until last year,
NAP’s financial picture looked
increasingly optimistic, but then
the COVID pandemic hit; businesses curtailed their advertising
or closed altogether, and limited

resources were available to draw
upon. The NAP is now in the position of needing additional financial help so that it can continue
operating through the year 2022
and beyond. With your help and
generosity, “Friends of The North
American Post” is now beginning
a fundraising campaign with the
goal of raising $50,000 by the end
of this year.

The year 2022 is significant
because it will mark the 120th
Anniversary for the newspaper!!
“The North American Post is a
community treasure. It captures
the voices of our past and pres-

ent, and it propels us toward
our future as people who simply
‘love things Japanese.’” — Lori
Matsukawa, retired news anchor
Some of the many reasons we
do not want to lose The North
American Post:
• As one of the few surviving
Japanese American (JA)
newspapers in America, NAP
articles and advertising connect community members
• NAP’s website provides a
platform to communicate Seattle’s JA stories and history
to the world
• Working with the UW
Library, the Hokubei Hochi

tive. I wrote about interesting
places, interesting people, sports
and sumo, and my first visit to
the Peace Memorial Museum in
Hiroshima. All of these articles
were published in the North
American Post.
Even today, the NAP features a
“Sansei Journal” column written
by David Yamaguchi.
Covering relevant events from a
perspective unique to our Community, I am urging your support
of the North American Post.
*
*
*
*
*
The next NVC Foundation / NVC
Membership meeting will, once
again, be conducted on a virtual
basis via Zoom link on Friday,
June 25 at 7:00 pm. If you’d
like more information about our
meetings or anything else related
to our organization, feel free to
contact me directly at info@
nvcfoundation.org and I will
connect back with you.

Foundation has digitized
NAP’s rich history
• Together with its sister paper
“Soy Source,” NAP introduces JA history to Japanese
Expatriates
• Since 2010, NAP’s annual
Japan Tours have given over
150 members the opportunity
to discover Japan

Arigato for your support!
GoFundMe: https://www.
gofundme.com/f/save-nap
Mail: The North American
Post, P.O. Box 3173, Seattle,
WA 98114
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Speech by Katherine C. Tobin
(continued from pg.1)

tee to having the Nisei Warriors
of WWII stamp idea become a
reality.

there in southern Japan for two
years. I was 12 years old. It was
a wonderful life experience.
We lived off base in the Japanese countryside during our first
year, in a small Japanese home,
along the Monzen River. Iwakuni,
as some of you may know is on
the beautiful Inland Sea, and it
is a short distance from the city
of Hiroshima. Thus, I grew up
learning about Japan, its people,
its history, its language and its
culture.
Shortly after we returned to the
U.S., my father died suddenly. I
was just 14. He died of warrelated injuries.
Needless to say, I loved my
father, and from that moment on
I dedicated my life to making him
proud.
The next year of my life was my
junior year of high school, and in
California that meant a rigorous
U.S. history class…. Who was
my teacher? It was Mr. Mas
Hashimoto of Watsonville High
School. He was the first person
of color to teach there in fact. I
should tell you that he was the
best teacher I ever had. He was
very demanding. Mr. Hashimoto
expected us to give our best to
our studies and to always work
to better understand American
history.
When it came to his life in WWII,
we students learned that young
Mas was just seven years old
when he was rounded up at the
Salinas County Fairgrounds in
California. Then his whole family including five brothers were
taken by train to a prison camp in
Poston, Arizona.
Why did that happen, we students wondered? Very simple: he

That is why I am honored to
be with you today. Part of my
service to this country has been
serving the U.S. Postal Service.

was a Japanese American and
the U.S. was at war with Japan.
You all know this history, but this
teacher’s goal was to tell others,
his students, what happened to
Americans. I’m only one among
thousands of his students who
benefitted from hearing his
American story. Mr. Hashimoto
explained that civil rights are
NOT to be taken for granted, and
he showed us exactly and how
simply civil rights can be transgressed.
To this day, Mr. Hashimoto is my
sensei, and now he is my good
friend as well. In fact, I spent a
day with him just last week. He
took my husband and I to the
Salinas fairgrounds where he
was rounded up en route to the
camp. There are fitting memorial
plaques and gardens to reflect
what happened there.
Thus, to be brief, I know Japan. I
know very personally what happened in WWII, and I feel deeply
connected to and grateful for all
the Nisei Veterans and their families for their incredible service.
I am also a long-time member of
JACL, the Japanese American
Citizens League. Let me offer my
apologies today to this community for what our country did then
that transgressed the law and
our American values.
Just as I dedicated my life to my
father, I dedicated my energy and
focus on the U.S. Postal Service’s
Citizens Stamp Advisory Commit-

I join you today to express
gratitude to your forebearers. I
understand from Lt. Colonel Yaguchi that in recent years, about
ten Nisei WWII veterans have
been healthy enough to attend
your Memorial Day conference.
I very much hope that some are
watching with us today. To them
I say, “God bless you! Domo
arigato gozaimasu. We are all
eternally grateful for your brave,
heroic service.”
Now let me tell you about the
Citizens Stamp Advisory Committee. Since 1957, leading individuals have been appointed to
serve the U.S. Postmaster General through the work of choosing
who and what American events
should be commemorated with
a U.S. postal stamp. Committee
members include historians and
other social scientists, businesspersons, athletes, artists, designers and philatelists. Members
can serve for 12 years.
The Committee meets four times
a year to discuss and recommend
commemorative stamp subjects
to the Postmaster General for his
or her consideration. There are
criteria for what can be honored
and what cannot be honored.
There are goals and standards
that must be met.
Each year’s stamp program needs
to reflect a balanced diversity of
both American subject matter, as
well as people. We aim to have
a mix of fun stamps, holiday
stamps, historical anniversaries
and stellar people. Most years

we have only about 15 commemorative stamps. So, from thousands upon thousands of ideas,
only a few make it through a long
process that entails ongoing winnowing out of potential stamp
subjects. Just a small number
get through all the legal, ethical,
and design hoops which result in
an issued stamp.
Many, if not most stamp ideas,
come from the public. Citizens
like you can submit ideas. If
you ever wish to submit an
idea, please feel welcome to do
so. Sometimes we hear from
students even, which is great.
The Committee and Post Office
welcome hearing from fellow
Americans. Take a look online to
learn how to do that.
Other ideas are proposed by committee members, and still others
are discussed and chosen due to
a particular historical anniversary.
For example, in a few years, our
country will celebrate its 250th
anniversary. You might expect
to see that national milestone
honored with stamp recognition.
Some of you may know that
three Japanese American women
first suggested a Nisei Veterans
stamp sixteen years ago. They
are: Fusa Takahashi, Aiko King,
and the late Chiz Ohira. At that
time, I was serving on the U.S.
Postal Service’s Board of Governors. Through the press, I heard
about their idea, and it seemed
to me like a very worthy one, but
it was not the governing Board’s
role to discuss or recommend
stamps.
Time passed – and as luck or
life would have it – the then
Postmaster General invited me
to serve on his Citizens Stamp
Advisory Committee. That was
in 2013. I believe in the USPS’s
(continued on pg. 5)
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mission, and I love stamps, so I
said YES.
Meanwhile, more ideas came
forth from citizens. The Japanese American community persisted. Other approaches to the
Japanese American story were
suggested. Let me name a few:
• One idea was to focus on
the Japanese American Memorial to Patriotism, a spectacular and fitting monument
in DC, near Capitol Hill.
• Another idea was to showcase the Art of Gaman which
would be the artwork created
by Japanese Americans in
WWII who were incarcerated.
• At one point, Ruth Asawa’s
name was raised with the idea
of visualizing her art. She was
a Japanese American artist
who had been incarcerated in
a camp during WWII and she
learned there to create art.
Last year, a beautiful pane of
stamps was issued showcasing her work. Take a look.
Here’s the pane.
Time passed again. It’s now
2021. With persistence and determination, citizens, government
leaders, a committee, a Postmaster General, art designers and
even the lawyers – all enabled
the idea of a Nisei Veterans
stamp to go forward.
The stars aligned and next
week on June 3rd a U.S.
postal service stamp honoring the Nisei WWII vets will
be issued. Take a look at this
magnificent image of Shiroku,
nicknamed “Whitey,” Yamamoto,
a member of the 442nd Regimental Combat team. Whitey
is no longer with us. He was
from Hawaii. This image is cre-

ated from a photo taken of him
during the war and his image on
a stamp serves to represent all
those Japanese Americans who
served in WWII. I wish I could
see the faces of those of you
Nisei WWII veterans here today.
Isn’t it powerful?
What an honorable way to recognize the Nisei veterans of WWII’s
service, what a fine way to
remind our country that these
veterans were literally “Going
for Broke” in service to America.
These fine men are now recognized FOREVER with this forever
stamp issuance. Congratulations
and thank you to those veterans
who are still with us and those
who have passed on.
Anyone who wants these stamps
can pre-order online. In fact, you
can order any USPS stamp that’s
still in print at www.usps.com.
So, get your “Go For Broke”
panes of stamps now! Alternatively, go to your local post office
if you like, and if they don’t have
the stamps yet, ask them to get
them in stock for you and others
to buy.

ily’s holiday cards. The stamp’s
image tells a story, your story,
that of the Japanese American
community across this country.
The Nisei Veterans of WWII
knew exactly what their identity was. They were Japanese
Americans.
The U.S. was at war, and they
knew that the honorable thing to
do for self, for family, for country was to directly serve their
country, to fight for America, to
GO FOR BROKE for its values.
These men did not say “No-No”
but “Yes-Yes” to military service
and patriotism.
They fought valiantly. And - this
is where you fit in, all of us
attending this 2021 Memorial
Day event today, you have NOT
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forgotten the Nisei Veterans
either.
So, what lessons have I learned?
I’ve learned not to give up if
you believe a cause is right and
worthy. I’ve learned to persist,
to pursue, to go for broke, as for
example, on a stamp idea. We
all need to live our lives with this
powerful lesson in mind.
In closing, America still very
much needs each and every one
of us. We have so many issues,
not just military ones, to work on
as a country. So, ONWARD, let’s
GO FOR BROKE, nobly, steadily,
determinedly as the Nisei Veterans did. The baton has been
passed.
Thank you. Arigato gozaimasu.

NVC Chow Mein Dinner
Canceled for 2021
By Eric Uyeji

[NOTE: Our apologies for running this article late. It was meant to run
in last month’s issue.]

The Chow Mein Dinner has been an annual event for the NVC for
many years and has been an important fundraising effort for the NVC
Remember these are what’s
Memorial Hall. It has been a great event for members and the comcalled a Forever stamp. That
munity to catch up with friends, raise money, and enjoy some good
means if you buy a pane of
stamps now, at the current postal chow mein.
rate, even if the rate goes up
In 2020, we made the difficult decision to cancel the dinner due to
what you purchased is good “for- the Covid-19 Pandemic, because we felt that the health and safety
ever” at today’s rate. It will work of all involved was our number one priority. Thanks to the support of
for years and decades to come.
the community, we received generous donations from many of you
I like to think of the Forever des- that enabled the Memorial Hall to financially support itself during this
difficult time. We are very grateful for your support!
ignation in another way though.
Just as your Committee has
honored the Nisei veterans annually, so now does the U.S. Postal
Service honor them forever more.
The Nisei Veterans of WWII
represent the “best of the best”
of America. I plan to use these
stamps this year for all my correspondence, including our fam-

Unfortunately, at this time, we find ourselves in a situation similar to
the one we were in a year ago. Thus, we will have to make the hard
decision to cancel the Chow Mein Dinner once again. Though we are
making tremendous strides with vaccinations as a community, we
feel it may be too early to ask and expect volunteers to come together
in order to make this event a success.
We look forward to our next Chow Mein Dinner, hopefully at the
beginning of the summer in 2022. Thank you again for your support of
the NVC and the Chow Mein Dinner!
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Seattle Mariners Honor Frank Hori on AAPI Heritage Night
By Shawn Brinsfield

In a time of increasing anti-Asian hate
crimes, the Seattle Mariners’ Asian
American Pacific Islander Heritage Night,
May 27th at T-Mobile Park took on extra
meaning this year. And so, it was right
and just that NVC veteran Frank Hori was
honored on the field for his invaluable
contributions as an Army solider during World War Two. The P.A. announcer
exclaimed in his deeply resonating and
celebratory voice:

and lift AAPI voices. Mariners Care, the team’s
nonprofit foundation, donated $2,000 to support the campaign. One of the featured stories
of Our Stories are Your Stories has Seattle
Seahawk legend, Doug Baldwin, giving a sincere heartfelt talk about his own Asian roots.
His grandmother is of Filipina descent and has
greatly influenced him in many ways. Doug
remembers standing up for his grandmother
when some would make fun of her accent.

Other AAPI notables who were honored were:
“During the Second World War, more
Nathan Chan, Seattle Symphony cellist, playthan 30,000 Japanese American soldiers
ing the game-opening National Anthem; Dr.
Frank Hori and Mariners owner John Stanton.
bravely served our country on the frontHelen Chu, a frontline COVID-19 researcher
lines. Tonight, more than seven decades
who is credited with first identifying the presfollowing his service in the United States Army, we are proud to
ence of COVID-19 in Washington state; and Kahealani Sharpe, who
honor a Japanese American Nisei Veteran from the 100th Battalion,
is a multi- talented sport athlete in wrestling, rowing and softball, an
442nd Regional Combat Team that served our country in World War
advocate for the homeless and against bullying, and a volunteer with
Two. Please join us in welcoming Corporal Frank Hori.” Thank you
Challenger Little League, an adapted Little League for differentlyfor your service to our country. You are truly what makes the United
abled folks ages 5-22.
States the greatest place to live.”
And by the way -- the Mariners shut down the Texas Rangers 5-0,
Honoree Frank Hori stood on the field wearing his NVC hat and waved hitting two home runs. Mariners’ pitcher Chris Flexen, newly signed
energetically to the applauding crowd. Don Wakamatsu (#22), bench
after his stint in South Korean baseball, got the win.
coach for the visiting Texas Rangers, stood nearby in the visitors
dugout, heartily joining in on the laudatory applause. Wak, as he is
affectionately known, has the honor of being the first ever Japanese
American MLB manager. (Mariners 2009-2010)
Later on, in the upstairs guest suite, Frank (accompanied by his son,
Bruce; Dale and Shizue Kaku; and Shawn Brinsfield) met up with
104-year-old Army veteran Gene Moy, the oldest living Chinese American veteran in the United States. Mr. Moy had served in the army as
a cook on the ‘Troop Train’ which transported G.I.’s to the East Coast
en route to the European campaigns during World War Two.
Also, as part of the AAPI Heritage Night, 91-year-old Lillian Horita,
was honored by having her throw the ceremonial first pitch. Lillian
was accompanied by her daughter Mari Horita and Mari’s daughter,
Naomi Fina. It was announced over the P.A. system that:
“At the age of 11, this Portland native (Lillian) and young Japanese
American woman was taken from her home and placed in an enclosed encampment, where she would spend the next three years of
her life. Despite the struggle, her hope and will never waned, eventually passing the same traits onto her daughter. Please welcome
91-year-old Lillian Horita!”
Lillian’s daughter, Mari Horita, is one of the founders of the Our Stories are Your Stories video storytelling campaign to raise awareness

Bruce and Frank Hori.
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Memorial Day Memories

Dale Watanabe snapped this photo of Mike Yaguchi and David Fukuhara
after laid the wreath at the Nisei Monument at Lake View Cemetery.

C Co, 100th INF BN visiting NVC Memorial Hall.

Over 370 US
Flags at Nisei and
other JA veteran gravesites at
Evergreen-Washelli
Cemetery.

Troop 252 Scouts with Shiz and Dale Kaku.

On June 3rd, past NVC Commander, Ted Nakanishi, dropped by
NVC Memorial Hall to say “Hey” to everyone working on the Hall.
5 6 2 5 1 1 9T H AV E S E , B E L L E V U E , WA 9 8 0 0 6

NORTHWEST
INSPIRED

C AS UA L
DINING

CALL US: (425) 590-9545

Facebook, Instagram or Web: terryskitchenbellevue

Ryan Yamamoto (KOMO
morning anchor) reports
about “Nisei Soldier.”

8

2021 JUNE NEWSLETTER  •  Visit Our Website: www.NVCFoundation.org

JAVA Day of Affirmation
From Japanese American Veterans Association

On July 15, 2021, at 12 noon (EST), the Japanese American Veterans Association (JAVA)
will commemorate the second annual Day of
Affirmation at the World War II Memorial in
Washington, DC. This date marks the 75th
anniversary of President Harry S. Truman’s
review of the returning 442nd Regimental
Combat Team (RCT) on the White House Ellipse on July 15, 1946.
This event is called the “Day of Affirmation”
by JAVA because President Truman’s salute
to the Japanese American soldiers that “You
fought not only the enemy, but you fought
prejudice – and you have won...” affirms that
all the Japanese American soldiers, men and
women, who served during World War II are
America’s heroes and removes any doubt that
they are loyal citizens of the United States of
America.
The JAVA ceremony will include the presentation of a wreath at the Price of Freedom
Wall, where each gold star represents 100
American soldiers who made the ultimate
sacrifice. Eight stars represent the Japanese

Americans who died defending America’s
freedoms during World War II.
The military escort for this year’s event is
LT Caitlin Takahashi-Pipkin, MC, USNR,
granddaughter of Kazuo and Fusa Takahashi.
Kazuo Takahashi served in the Military
Intelligence Service during World War II and
passed away in 1977. LT Takahashi-Pipkin is
a medical doctor who is currently completing
a General Surgery Residency at East Carolina University in North Carolina and reports
to the U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine and
Surgery (BUMED).
One of the wreath bearers for the ceremony
is Tyler Franklin, who is also a grandson of
Kazuo and Fusa Takahashi. Fusa Takahashi
is one of the original co-founders of the
Stamp Our Story campaign that successfully obtained the U.S. Postmaster General’s
approval of the “Go For Broke: Japanese
American Soldiers of WW II” commemorative stamp, which was first issued on June
3, 2021. The stamp campaign was started
in 2005 by Fusa Takahashi with Chiz Ohira

and Aiko O. King. Mr. Franklin currently works
for Intuitive, a surgical robotics company, in
Sunnyvale, CA.
Ms. Michelle Amano is the other wreath
bearer. Ms. Amano is the granddaughter of
Mike Masaoka, whose advocacy work with
the government to allow Japanese Americans
to serve again in the U.S. military resulted in
the creation of the 442nd RCT, a segregated
all Japanese American combat unit, in 1943.
He was one of the first to volunteer to serve
in the 442nd RCT together with his four brothers, one of whom was killed in action. Mike
Masaoka is also remembered for authoring
the “Japanese American Creed” which is
read at the annual Memorial Day Service at
Arlington National Cemetery sponsored by
the D.C. Chapter of the Japanese American
Citizens League, National Japanese American
Memorial Foundation, and JAVA.
The Day of Affirmation will be livestreamed
via Facebook on July 15, 2021, at 12 noon
(EST). To watch, please visit the JAVA website at www.java-us.org.

Offering Quality, Innovative Food Services at Sea-Tac International Airport

North Satellite
and Concourse A

Concourse C

Concourse A

CONCOURSE CONCESSION LLC
22518 Marine View Drive S. • Des Moines, Washington 98198
Tel: 206.824.6500 • Fax: 206.824.1195 • www.concourse-usa.com
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NVC Donations
General Fund
Curtis Thompson
In Appreciation of
NVC
Kiyo Toda

NVC Foundation Donations

In Memory of
Bill Katsuki Komoto

In Memory of
Ray K Saito

Keith Komoto

George Aoyama

In Memory of
Tosh Mano
George Aoyama

In Memory of
Tommy Yasuo
Shinsato,
Kaoru Yamada
Dates:
- Tule Lake

Dates:
In Memory of
Mark
Fugami
In
Memory
of
Enclosed are Annual
NVCare
Membership
Dues
for ________
Enclosed
Annual NVC
Membership
Dues
for ________
Lillian
Hiyama
Saburo
Nakahara
for
ears atTomio
$35 per
year;
or
ROTC
Membership
Dues
at
years
at
$35
per
year;
or
ROTC
Membership
Dues
at
and Jenny
Memorial
Day 2021
& Under)
. (25
$20 per Moriguchi
year (25$20
(25 &
& Under)
Under).
per year
Wis and Steve Nakahara, Hatzinger Family,
In Memory of
Wilbur Family
John Iwasaki
George Aoyama

NVC Endowment Fund
Yoriko Kamibayashi
In Memory of George Kakehashi

General Fund
Brian Kaku
Lawrence Leake
Curtis Thompson

In Appreciation of
NVC Foundation

In Memory of
Ned Nakamura

Ellen Phillips Angeles
and Ranesto Angeles

Junior Nagaki and
Janice Nakamura

Scholarship Fund
NVC/WAC Scholarship Fund
In Memory of Sakae Aoyama and Katsumi Aoyama
George Aoyama

NVC/NVCF Membership
NVC FOUNDATION
			
Annual		

Greg Miller

David and Sachiyo Searles

 NVC/WAC Scholarship
Shiro Kashino
Scholarship
 NVC/WACScholarship
 Shiro
Kashino Scholarship
 EndowmentFund
 Other:
Endowment
Fund
 Other:
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The Entire NVC Newsletter is
Now Online!
By Walt Tanimoto

You asked for it, you got it! You can now read or download the NVC
and NVC Foundation newsletter in its entirety from our Website!
Whether you are at home, on the road, or on the go anywhere in the
world you can read or download the newsletter from your computer,
tablet, or smartphone.
This has been asked for by many of you who travel, are away from
home, or don’t want to click on individual articles, and we hope you
like it.
Visit our website https://www.nvcfoundation.org/newsletter/2021/4/ and give it a try.
If you no longer wish to receive a paper copy of the newsletter in the
mail, email info@seattlenvc.org
Mahalo!

Thank You for a Cup of Joe!
By Keith Yamaguchi

NVC has joined “Cup of Joe for a Joe”, a Green
Beans Coffee program that allows you to thank
a member of the armed forces for their service
with a hot, fresh cup of Green Beans Coffee and
a personal message at over three dozen overseas bases where Green Beans Coffee has an
outlet.
Here are some of the messages the NVC has received from Troops
wanting to thank you for sending them a Cup of Joe!
Thank you for the cup of joe! It’s uplifting to know that great
people support our work overseas! I hope you and your family
are doing well!
— Capt. Davis serving in Japan
Thanks for the cup of coffee and your support. It made my day.
— Cory serving in Japan
Thank you for the cup of Joe. It means a lot.

Seattle Vision Clinic
(206) 623 - 1100

Lund Chin
Greg Chin
John Kikuchi

677 South Jackson St.
Seattle, WA 98104

— Service member serving in the United Arab Emirates
Thank you for your thoughtfulness and generosity.
— Service member serving in Kuwait
Thank you for your support!

Serving Your Real Estate
Needs Since 1994

Eric Uyeji
VELOBIKESHOP.COM
2151 • Sixth Avenue
Seattle, WA 98121
ph 206.325.3292
fax 206.325.8881
info@velobikeshop.com

(206) 854-4468

ericu.johnlscott.com

— Service member serving in Kuwait
Thank you for the coffee!
— Service member serving in United Arab Emirates
Thanks for your support and the pick me up!
— Service member serving in Kuwait
Acknowledgements also received from service members serving in:
Kuwait, United Arab Emirates
To send your own Cup of Joe, go to:
https://www.greenbeanscoffee.com/products/cup-of-joe-fora-joe

Your Link to SEATTLE’S JAPANESE COMMUNITY Since 1902

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE

https://napost.com/subscribe

Thank you for your contined support
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Help Continue the NVC Legacy
Donate to the NVC Foundation Endowment Fund to Help Continue the NVC Legacy!

For More Information, Please Contact:
Leslie Inaba at info@nvcfoundation.org or leave a message at NVC Hall: (206) 322-1122

Stay Happy & Healthy!
11111 Aurora Avenue North • Seattle • WA • 98133

Proudly Keeping Memories Alive

Recycle Your Old Bike!
Drop it off or call for a FREE
Pickup in the Greater Seattle Area

Phone: 206.325.4526
Text: 206.972.8356
Email: info@velobikeshop.com
www.velobikeshop.com

MARKETS

Honor the Past
Celebrate the Present
Leave a Legacy for the Future
______________________________________________

For more information on preplanning or
job opportunities in our community
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