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The Go For Broke Soldiers
Stamp Dedications

2021-2022
NVC Foundation Officers
and Board of Directors

By Wayne Osako, Co-Chair, Stamp Our Story Campaign

“Always be proud of your
heritage.”

Officers:
•
David Fukuhara
•
Danielle Higa
•
Geri Lynne Egeler  
•
Bryan Imanishi
•
Shizue Kaku  
•
PJ Sugamura  
•
Warren Higa  
•
Elaine Ishihara

-Fusa Takahashi (93), Stamp Our
Story Founder/Co Chair, and Go
For Broke veteran widow.
The U.S. Postal Service has announced that the official release
date of the Go For Broke Japanese American Soldiers of World
War II Forever Stamp is Thursday, June 3rd, 2021. The first city
of issue for the stamp will be Los
Angeles, California, where Ms.
Takahashi and her friends started
the stamp campaign in 2005.
The little stamp with a big story
cannot come soon enough for its
supporters, especially in light of
the rise in anti-Asian American
violence and hate crimes.
The USPS is currently working
with the Stamp Our Story Campaign and community partners
that rallied for the stamp such as
the Japanese American Veterans Association (JAVA), Go For
Broke National Education Center
(GFBNEC), Japanese American
Citizens League (JACL), National
Japanese American Memorial Foundation (NJAMF), Nisei
Veterans Legacy, and Friends of
Minidoka, among many others.
The goal is to collaborate and
assist the USPS in a communitybased national rollout for the
stamp.
A USPS national video dedication is being made, and special
regional stamp dedications are
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being developed across the
nation to commemorate the
inspiring American legacy of the
Go For Broke Soldiers.
Stamp Our Story is the coalition of family and friends of the
Nisei soldiers that backed the
proposal for the Go For Broke
Soldiers Stamp and includes the
many organizations that have
supported the cause. Nisei is the
term for American citizens whose
parents immigrated from Japan.

President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
Recording Secretary
Corresponding Secretary
Treasurer
Past President
Past President

Board Members at Large:
•
Shawn Brinsfield
•
Greg Egeler
•
Alex Higa
•
Dean Hoshizaki
•
Denise Inaba
•
Les Inaba
•
Bev Kashino
•
Kerry Taniguchi
•
Susan Uyeji
•
Dale Watanabe
•
Craig Yamane

The effort was started in 2005
by three California Nisei women
who each endured incarceration
in US detention camps during
the war: Fusa Takahashi (93) of
Granite Bay, Aiko O. King (93) of
Camarillo, and the late Chiz Ohira
of Gardena.

Two of the women are widows of
U.S. Army Go For Broke veterans
of the war. Ms. Takahashi’s husband, Kazuo, was a Military Intelligence Service veteran from San
Francisco, California. Ms. Ohira’s
husband, Ted, was a 100th/442nd
(continued on pg. 2)

NVC & NVC FOUNDATION CALENDAR
April 30, Friday

7:00 pm – 8:30 pm

NVC and NVC Foundation – Virtual meeting

May 28, Friday

7:00 pm – 8:30 pm

NVC and NVC Foundation – Virtual meeting

To get the meeting link and information, email this address: nvcfoundation@hotmail.com
NOTE: For the safety of our volunteers and all those who use NVC Memorial Hall, the NVC Board has
elected to close use of the NVC Memorial Hall until further notice due to the Coronavirus/COVID-19 Pandemic. Please check with us or visit the website for information on when we will reopen the NVC Hall. Until
then, all programs and events will be held Virtually online.
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NVC Commander’s Column
We received
a last-minute
request from
our ChinatownInternational
District neighbors to host
a Community Vaccination
Event at NVC
Memorial Hall.
The Seattle Fire
Department
(SFD) Mobile
Vaccination
Team, a community group called Friends of Little
Saigon, City of Seattle Officials, and Kerry Taniguchi worked diligently to coordinate language
support and safety requirements to make this event
safe for all concerned. SFD used the gym, did the
set-up and tear down, and sanitized the area too.
Over 275 ‘souls’ were vaccinated.

By Mike Yaguchi

A big thank you to Keith and Mary Ann Yamaguchi
for leading the kitchen gang for the Nisei Take-out
Luncheon. A big congrats to the newsletter graphics editor, G. Page Tanagi, on his retirement from
his day job.
Memorial Day is just around the corner – We’re in
for a special treat because Dr. Katherine Tobin has
agreed to be our distinguished speaker for the 76th
Annual Memorial Day Service. Dr. Tobin is on the
US Postal Service Citizens’ Stamp Advisory Committee (CSAC) and is one of the ‘hidden figures’
who worked long and hard within CSAC to help
secure a new USPS “Japanese American Soldiers
of WWII” commemorative ‘Forever’ stamp. USPS
will release the stamp on June 3rd.
As we prepare for Memorial Day, AAPI Heritage
month, and the upcoming Stamp release, I’ll end
with a quote from GEN Eric Shinseki, 34th Army
Chief of Staff, and former Secretary of the Veterans
Affairs, “The WWII Nisei Soldier left us a legacy to
be proud of and a legacy to build on.”

The Go For Broke Stamp
(continued from pg.1)

Regimental Combat Team veteran
from Makaweli, Hawaii.
“In the past, our founders have
each expressed their wish that
the stamp bring people and
organizations together to remember and to honor what the Go For
Broke Soldiers accomplished, and
to be reminded of their American
legacy that impacts us all today,”
said Stamp Our Story Co-Chair
Wayne Osako, who has been
helping the campaign founders
since 2006, and has a number
of Nisei relatives who served in
the 100th/ 442nd RCT, MIS, and
WAC.

Some dedications are planned
to be virtual, and some inperson, though limited due to the
ongoing pandemic. Outreach to
communities is currently being
conducted to see if there is interest in developing local events.
Ceremony planning is already
underway in Hawaii, California,
Oregon, Idaho, and Texas. Those
interested are encouraged to
reach out to their local affiliated veterans organizations that
may already be in contact with
Stamp Our Story. If not, they can
get more information at www.
StampOurStory.org.

Ms. Takahashi, campaign
founder, shared the following
statement to supporters: “We
thank all of you who have supported the stamp campaign over
the past 15 years. It took the
support from many, many organizations and individuals to make
this stamp become a reality. We
invite you to celebrate the stamp
with us when it comes out. And
remember to always be proud of
your heritage. As Nisei, it’s what
our parents taught us that made
these soldiers give their best.
Thank you!”

NISEI VETERANS COMMITEE  •  NVC FOUNDATION
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NVC Foundation President’s Column
By David Fukuhara

with Senator Hirono a few
months ago and she talked about
introducing a bill in Congress to
combat the rising tide of hate
crimes against Asian Americans
across the country.

In November of 2011, I accompanied my parents, all three of
my sisters, kids and many other
family members to the national
Congressional Gold Medal
Ceremony in Washington D.C. It
was a thoroughly amazing trip,
yet the event was bitter-sweet.
Sweet because of the many
Nisei soldiers who were able to
participate in the ceremony – yet
bitter because of the many more
that were no longer around to
celebrate this momentous occasion.
During one of the parties honoring these Nisei Veterans, I met a
U.S. Representative from Hawaii
named Mazie Hirono. When I
saw her again a few years later,
she had run for the Senate and
won – becoming the first Asian
American female Senator in the
over 220-year history of the U.S.
Senate – representing the State
of Hawaii.
Since then, I’ve gotten to know
Mazie and her husband Leighton
as very down home and good
people, who care about their
Community and their Country.
Anyways, connecting with my
column last month - I last spoke

This bill, introduced along with
Rep. Grace Meng of NY, is called
the COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act.
According to these leaders,
“2020 saw a 1,900% increase in
violence against Asian Americans nation-wide, with nearly
one in three reported being verbally assaulted with racial slurs
since the start of the pandemic.
“At a time when the AAPI
community is under siege, this
bill is an important signal that
Congress is taking anti-Asian
racism and hatred seriously,”
said Hirono. So, I have endorsed
this bill in support of Mazie and
Grace’s legislation.
Closer to home, the next NVC
Foundation Board and Membership meetings will be held on
April 30 and the meeting for May
will be on May 28, 2020. Please
note these dates on your calendar, and we look forward to your
participation.
Have you been feeling something
like spring fever mixed with COVID fatigue lately? In the many
Zoom and other virtual meetings
every week, it’s getting more difficult to remain focused. So, I am
hoping that by June, we will be
able to have our meetings in person at the NVC Hall. Of course,
health and safety will need to be
secured before this happens.
When in-person meetings are
resumed, our technical guru Dale
Watanabe has proposed a video
system that will allow members

to attend our meetings on a
virtual basis if they are not able
to be there in person. Dale will
discuss this new system at our
next meeting, so that the Board
may consider the near-term
implementation of this technology.
The Jerseys are in! Prior to the
pandemic, a number of groups
used the NVC Hall to play
basketball. A couple of Yonsei
players wanted to add a bit more
meaning and tribute to the long
history of sports at the NVC, so
Lane Shigihara and Justin Takeuchi produced some nice jerseys
with the NVC Foundation logo
proudly displayed. The jerseys

look great and remind us of the
central role our Memorial Hall
plays in the fabric of our Community.
Finally, the NVC Foundation
would like to welcome Mike Yaguchi as the new Commander of
the NVC. Mike has established
a very distinguished career as a
Lt. Col. in the United States Air
Force and as a director at both
the U.S. Department of Defense
and Department of Veterans
Affairs. As a native of Seattle and a member of the large
Matsudaira family, Mike is back
home, and the Foundation looks
forward to working with him.

Order a Brick on
the Memorial Wall
By Beverly Kashino

Since 2008, the NVC Foundation has sold over 3,700 memorial bricks
in honor of Japanese American veterans and people removed and
incarcerated in one of the ten WRA camps during WWII. Today there
are only 350 incarceree bricks left. If you have not purchased bricks
in memory of Japanese Americans who were removed and incarcerated in these camps, please consider donating a granite brick in their
names. The price is $260/brick.
Please logon to our website, www.nvcfoundation.org and download
an application or contact Bev Kashino at (206) 488-6678 or bkashino@msn.com.
5 6 2 5 1 1 9T H AV E S E , B E L L E V U E , WA 9 8 0 0 6
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ESSAY: Evan Kato

NVCF Shiro Kashino Memorial Scholarship Recipient
[NOTE: Evan Kato is the son of Madeline and Gary Kato. He attends
Seattle Lutheran High School and has a 3.8 g.p.a. He hopes to attend
Gonzaga University and study Biology.]

Both of my grandfathers were
veterans, and although I didn’t
get to spend much
time with them, I still want to
embody their honor and courage
while also becoming an advocate
for their vast history. It’s vital
that I become more informed
about their lives and the time
they used to live in. The concept
of honor and dignity surrounding
military service is very inspirational, however, the rich culture
and history surrounding Japanese American soldiers deserve
another level of respect. The
Nisei Veterans’ Legacy means
honoring my relatives and the
people who made sacrifices for
this country.
Serving Your Real Estate
Needs Since 1994

Eric Uyeji
(206) 854-4468

ericu.johnlscott.com

Both of my grandpas are Nisei
Veterans, one even being up on
your NVC Memorial Wall. Although I never spent much time
with them, I learned much of
their history through my schooling. Nevertheless, the numerous
books assigned in AP U.S. History cannot begin to depict the
entirety of my relatives’ experiences and the fullness of their
honor. That’s why their legacy as
Nisei Veterans is so essential.
Future generations need to know
the traditions and legacies of our
heroes.
My grandpa on my mom’s side
served in the Air Force from
1951-1954. Throughout my elementary school years, I did get
to spend a fair amount of time
with him, but as you can imagine, I never focused on his past
or American history. It took me a
decade to realize how important
he was, not only to me but to
my family. Reflecting on his life
has made me look at everything
differently and has revealed a
contrast between his life and the
information I learned growing up.
I also feel the need to give back
to all the Nisei Veterans, as
each time I visit the historic NVC
Hall, I learn of all the outstanding acts and accomplishments
these soldiers have achieved.
As your motto states, “honoring
the past” and “educating the
future” are the only ways I feel
I can give back and preserve the
legacy of all the veterans who
have given so much for this country. The Nisei Veterans’ Legacy

to me means the impact of the
veterans, whether it was with
their actions or with sacrifice.
It’s sad to me when the Japanese American history unit is so
short as the period illustrates
gruesome events and portrays
accomplished heroes, many of
whom go unrecognized.

Although I never got to sit down
and talk with my grandpas, I
learned of great heroism and
courage through their surviving
relatives. Their legacy has made
me take pride in being a yonsei
and stand up for what I believe,
as that is what they excelled in.

ESSAY: Kaci Yoshimura

NVCF Shiro Kashino Memorial Scholarship Recipient
[NOTE: Kaci Yoshimura is the daughter of Teri and Ross Yoshimura
and the great niece to Joe, Carl and Ray Tsuchiya. She is a student at
Point Loma Nazarene University and maintains a 3.941 g.p.a. She is
majoring in Psychology and Speech and Language Pathology.]

The Nisei Veteran’s Legacy
means sacrifice. Living in this
century, I have been so fortunate
to live in a world that is not imprisoning me just because I am
Japanese. That being said, I will
never be able to fathom the sacrifice the Nisei made for me, but
I can continue their legacy. As a
lot of Nisei Veterans are leaving
us, I feel a responsibility to remember and share their memory
and service to our nation. Their
hearts to serve a country that
did not call them their own while
incarcerating their mothers and
daughters is truly admirable.
They faced immense adversity
and discrimination for the freedom of my generation, and I am
forever grateful to them.

Growing up I heard stories from
my grandfather and aunts about
my family’s experience after
WWII. These stories touched on
the injustice and suffering, but I
didn’t internalize just how grave
their meanings were. It was
not until the summer of 2018,
when my whole family went on
a pilgrimage to the Minidoka
War Relocation Center where my
grandfather and his family were
incarcerated. There we saw the
barracks where they lived and
listened to seminars from the
survivors. I was heartbroken for
everyone who suffered, angry
at this country’s blindness, and
determined to keep this history
alive.
That pilgrimage changed my
perspective of sacrifice and freedom. Hearing about the men who
enlisted to serve a country that
betrayed them, redefined the sacrifice I once knew. These heroes
deserve the utmost honor and
remembrance as we live in a free
world. It is in times like these
where we see injustices recurring, that we need to remember
our Nisei ancestors and stop the
cycle of racial prejudice.

NISEI VETERANS COMMITEE  •  NVC FOUNDATION

ESSAY: Emily Uyeji

NVCF Shiro Kashino Memorial Scholarship Recipient
[NOTE: Emily Uyeji is the daughter of Stacy and Eric Uyeji and the
granddaughter of Susan Uyeji. She works part time at Seattle Fish
Guys while attending Franklin High School with a 3.93 g.p.a. She
hopes to attend the University of Southern California.]
ment that the first day of school
never failed to present.
“Emily… wedgie, are you here?”
Laughter spread across the
classroom as the teacher
butchered my last name. My
classmates now knew me as
“wedgie.” It was mortifying.

Uyeji, pronounced Ooh-eh-gee,
has come with many harrowing
years of self-hatred and degradation. For my entire life, I have
lived in Seattle, a colorful melting pot of diverse backgrounds.
Although we celebrate differences and promote individualism
within the greater community,
my dark thoughts and insecurities continuously controlled me. I
despised my identity because of
my last name.
At nine years old, I began preparing myself for the embarrass-

At thirteen, the soccer referee
laughs as he mocks my name
as the whole team watches
uncomfortably. Though publicly
humiliated, I was not surprised
that even a grown man thought
my last name to be a joke.
At fourteen, I faced myself for
the first time. With a trembling
voice, my grandma shared her
first-hand experience of being
imprisoned at Minidoka. I could
sense her reluctance to relive the
dehumanization that occurred
at the hands of the American
government. She acknowledges
the strength that it took to be

Japanese American during World
War II, she recognizes her
resilience in the fight to keep
hope, and she forgives for what
occurred, but she does not forget
her experience. It was not as if
I previously failed to understand
the historical struggle of Japanese Americans during World
War II, but the significance of the
struggle in relation to my identity
and what the Nisei Veterans’
Legacy means to me was new.
The Nisei Veterans’ Legacy
inspires me to live the same
way my grandma and many
others lived while imprisoned:
with strength, resilience, and
forgiveness. The Nisei Veterans’
Legacy holds great importance
to me because without recognizing the connection between my
identity and the historic past of
Japanese Americans, I would
have never been able to learn to
forgive myself for inflicting years
of self-hatred onto myself. Even
though our struggles are different, hearing my grandma’s story
of her time at Minidoka helped
me attain self-realization and
transformation through the same
patterns of strength, resilience,
and forgiveness.

5

Today, at seventeen, I am unapologetically myself. The little girl
who was once haunted by her
own last name is now the young
woman who is unafraid to be all
that Emily Uyeji is. The Nisei Veterans’ Legacy means more to me
than just simply learning about
the historic struggle of Japanese
Americans. The Nisei Veterans’
Legacy is a legacy that I will
forever cherish. This legacy has
helped me overcome adversity
by learning to love my identity’s
roots, one of my proudest accomplishments in my life thus far.
As I enter this new chapter of
my life, I am excited for what the
future has in store for me—to
pursue a career in sports medicine, to proudly become Dr. Emily
Kayko Uyeji, and to continue to
live on with strength, resilience,
and forgiveness just like what
the Nisei Veterans’ Legacy
means to me. I promise that
graduation in 2025 will not be
the last time you hear my name.
[NOTE: Our apologies for posting the wrong image for Mari
Kanemoto’s essay in the last
issue]

Mari Kamemoto is the daughter
of Audrey and Derek Kamemoto.
She will be graduating from
Bishop Blanchet High School
this spring and has already made
plans to attend Northwest Nazarene University next fall.
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The Return
By Bruce Haulman, Joe Okimoto, and Rita Brogan

[Reprinted with permission from Mukai Farm & Garden’s Monthly Newsletter, 11-13-20]
The year 2020 marked the 75th
anniversary of the atomic bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki,
the end of WWII and the closure
of the concentration camps
where West Coast Japanese
Americans were exiled and imprisoned. Only about one third of
the Vashon residents who were
forcibly removed on May 16,
1942, returned to Vashon.
On New Year’s Eve, December
31, 1945, Augie Takatsuka
returned to Vashon, catching
the last ferry to Tahlequah, and
then hitching a ride home with
the only car on the ferry. For the
next three months he lived with
his parents and sisters, “doing
nothing,” He would often wake
his parents and sisters with his
“horrible nightmares.”
Encouraged by a friend, Augie
finally leased land across from
where McMurray Middle School
is today and returned to farming.
He was able to purchase his farm
on Bank Road when Rose Gorsuch offered to sell him twentyseven acres at $50 down and $50
a year. Augie said Rose Gorsuch
was “our protector, ahead of her
time …”
Asked why he returned to
Vashon, Augie commented, “I
couldn’t find any place that was
as good as here …”
Augie was one of the last of the
Vashon Island Japanese Americans to return from the exile and
imprisonment of Island Japanese
Americans during World War
II. After enlisting in the 442nd
Regimental Combat Team from
the prison camp at Tule Lake,

Augie was sent to Camp Shelby,
Mississippi for basic training. In
late 1943 he was sent to Italy
and fought through the Gothic
Line north of Florence. From
there, the 442nd was sent to The
Champagne Campaign, which
invaded southern France.
Hospitalized three different times
for trench foot, Augie was finally
relieved of combat service and
served the remainder of the War
in France as part of the Quartermaster Corps stabling horses and
mules for the Army.
Before WWII, there were 132
Japanese Americans living in 31
households on Vashon Island.
Some 17 of those individuals left
before evacuation for college, the
military, or jobs off island. The
4 members of the Mukai Family
pre-empted the evacuation by
self-exiling outside the Exclusion
Zone just before Executive Order
9066 took effect. On May 16,
1942, the remaining 111 Japanese Americans were gathered
at Ober Park, shipped to Seattle,
and forced onto railcars with
blackened windows for days.
Destination and fate unknown.
All of the exiled Vashon Japanese Americans were initially
sent to the euphemistically
named “Pinedale Processing
Center”, in the California desert.
Pinedale was really a temporary
prison until the permanent concentration camps could be built.
After three months at Pinedale,
the Vashon residents were all
moved to Tule Lake Relocation
Camp, another euphemism for a
concentration camp. When Tule

Augie Takatsuka, by Kathleen
Webster
Lake was transformed in February 1943 into an Isolation Camp
for individual prisoners deemed
to be disloyal, most of the islanders were distributed among six
other prison camps throughout
the nation: to Gila River, Arizona;
Heart Mountain, Wyoming;
Jerome, Arkansas; Minidoka,
Idaho; Rohwer, Arkansas; and
Topaz, Utah.
This forced diaspora effectively
shattered the cohesion of the
Vashon Japanese American
community. Some Island families
were moved to as many as five
different camps during the next
three years.
World War II came to an end on
September 2, 1945. The concentration camps began to close
in October and November and
the prisoners were released to
return home or to settle in other
locations where they had job
opportunities or family. Tule Lake
did not close until May 1946
but the Vashon prisoners who
had remained at Tule Lake were
released in the Fall of 1945.

That Autumn of 1945, 46 individuals in 12 family groups returned
to Vashon to pick up their lives
and try to rebuild the farms they
were forced to leave three-andone-half years earlier. The names
of those families are familiar
names to many islanders. The
Mukai Family returned from selfexile and reopened the Barreling
Plant. The Fujioka Family, the
Nishiyori Family, and the Otsuka Family returned from Heart
Mountain. The Yoshimura Family
returned from Topaz. The Hoshi
Family, the Kamimoto Family, the
Matsuda Family, the Matsumoto
Family, the Takatsuka Family, and
the Usui Family returned from
Minidoka. Two single older men,
Tomenoshon Ishikawa (80) and
Yasutaro Kuroda (64), returned
from Tule Lake.
We should all take a moment to
pause and reflect on the events
of three quarters of a century ago
and pledge “NEVER AGAIN.”
The Mukai Farm & Garden
celebrates Vashon’s Japanese
American and agricultural
heritage. With its historic Craftsman house, Japanese gardens,
acreage, and strawberry processing plant, Mukai is “how history
lives.”
On May 16 at 1:00 pm, Mukai
Farm & Garden will be holding a
Day of Exile event on Vashon as
a commemoration of the individuals who were expelled from
Vashon on that day in 1942.
For more information, visit:
https://mukaifarmandgarden.
org/

NISEI VETERANS COMMITEE  •  NVC FOUNDATION
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May 16 Commemorates
Japanese American Day of Exile at Mukai on Vashon
From Friends of Mukai

On May 16, 1942, armed guards herded 111 Vashon residents onto
trucks at Ober Park to be sent to detention camps in Pinedale, California. Their crime was to be of Japanese descent during WWII.
For their “crime” Vashon’s Japanese Americans spent their next four
years being shunted between various incarceration camps in remote
and desolate locations, some families moving up to five times. Only
30% of those who were imprisoned returned to Vashon Island.
• For Ujiro, Fuyo, and son Yukichi Nishiyori it meant leaving the
chicken ranch they started on Bank Road in 1907 in the hands of their
neighbors the Thurston’s who acted as caretakers during the Nishiyori’s imprisonment.
• For Jazu, Katsu and son Sam Sakamoto, it meant leaving their
leased berry farm forever. They did not return to Vashon Island after
the war.
• For high school seniors such as 1942 Valedictorian Daigo Togami it
meant not being able to graduate from Vashon High School with his
class. And not giving his Valedictorian Address.
• For sixteen young women and men, it meant leaving their incarceration to serve in the 442nd RCT, the Nurse Corps, and military
intelligence.

• For Taichi and Nami Miyoshi and their sons Glenn and Masa
who fought in the 442nd RCT, it meant that their home and all their
belongings would be burned by anti-Japanese arsonists in an attempt
to prevent the Japanese Americans from returning to the Island.
This May 16, 2021, Friends of Mukai will commemorate the Day of
Exile at 1:00 pm with an event at Mukai Farm & Garden at 18017
107th SE. The Vashon-Maury History Museum is a co-sponsor of
this event. The public invited to participate in this socially distanced
event, at no cost, either in person or on-line at: https://www.facebook.com/mukaifarmandgarden
The event will include the ringing of a temple bell for each of the
families whose lives were abruptly interrupted, with two days’ notice
on that date, followed by a prayer by Abbott Koshin Cain of the Puget
Sound Zen Center, poetry by Seattle poet Larry Matsuda, and music.
The entire public is welcome, but to assist with planning, please
register for the event at https://forms.gle/P92Nkt1zLHV2CP7D9.
Those who cannot attend may see the ceremony on Mukai’s Facebook
live page.

VELOBIKESHOP.COM
2151 • Sixth Avenue
Seattle, WA 98121
ph 206.325.3292
fax 206.325.8881
info@velobikeshop.com
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Freedom Walk Remarks
By Gerald Yamada, President, Japanese American Veterans Association

March 27, 2021
On behalf of the Japanese American Veterans Association, I welcome you to the Annual Freedom Walk. My name is Gerald Yamada,
and I am President of JAVA. We are again proud to be a co-sponsor
of this event.
The National Japanese American Memorial to Patriotism in World
War II and the Freedom Walk tell the American story of how the
government, motivated by prejudice, illegally restricted the freedoms and equality of persons of Japanese ancestry, and how the
Nisei soldiers served to restore those fundamental rights.
The Nisei soldiers who served in World War II fought on the battlefields in Europe and in the Pacific. They fought against America’s
enemies but also were fighting the war against prejudice at home.
They put themselves in harm’s way to prove their loyalty to the
United States, while their family and friends were unjustly imprisoned at home. Those, who served, put country first.
They restored the dignity of all persons of Japanese ancestry with
their personal courage.

Since the Memorial was dedicated in 2000, JAVA has hosted every year a Veterans Day program there to honor our veterans. We
especially remember the 800 Japanese Americans soldiers who died
during World War II. Their names are inscribed on the granite walls
of this Memorial.
Last year, the Department of Veterans Affairs selected JAVA’s
November 11th program as one of the “Veterans Day observances
throughout the country that represents a fitting tribute to America’s
heroes.”
Today, we celebrate the legacy forged by the 33,000 Japanese Americans, who served in the US military during World War II. They served
to restore freedom and equality as American values. The legacy of
their sacrifices, and their spirit, must be remembered and honored.
The Memorial reminds us that we must guard against racially motivated governmental policies and decisions. We must promote programs to deter hate-motivated attacks aimed at any minority group.
The war against prejudice is still on-going.
That is why the Memorial, the Freedom Walk, and JAVA’s Veterans
Day program continue to be relevant, and important, 79 years after
Executive Order 9066 was signed.
Thank you.

11111 Aurora Avenue North • Seattle • WA • 98133

Proudly Keeping Memories Alive

Honor the Past
Celebrate the Present
Leave a Legacy for the Future
______________________________________________

For more information on preplanning or
job opportunities in our community
o u t re a c h d i vi si o n p l e as e c a l l
206-834-1961

Offering Quality, Innovative Food Services at Sea-Tac International Airport

North Satellite
and Concourse A

Concourse C

Concourse A

CONCOURSE CONCESSION LLC
22518 Marine View Drive S. • Des Moines, Washington 98198
Tel: 206.824.6500 • Fax: 206.824.1195 • www.concourse-usa.com
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NVC Taps
TAKASHI HIGASHIYAMA
[NOTE: Our apologies for being a year late in posting this obituary in
Taps.]
Takashi (Tak) Higashiyama, was born in Seattle, Washington, on
February 15, 1921, and passed away from pneumonia on March 25,
2020, at 99-years of age. He was pre-deceased by his parents, Ikuta
and Takayo Higashiyama, sisters Fumiko Kaibe and Teruko Kudo,
wife Rei (Hirata) Higashiyama. He is survived by daughters Janice
Huie, Karen Unger, Diana Trudnowski, Linda Higashiyama; son Dennis
Higashiyama (wife Terry); grandchildren Raina and Ryan Huie, Frank
Unger (wife Carrie), Tyler and Stuart Trudnowski; and great-grandson
Luke Unger.
Tak graduated from Broadway High School and attended the UW
before he and his family were removed to the incarceration camp
at Minidoka in 1942. He later enlisted in the U.S. Army and served
in the Military Intelligence Service during the Occupation of Japan,
where he met his future wife, Rei Hirata. They had two children in
Japan before they moved to the Seattle area in 1952. Tak had a long
career as a machinist with Boeing before retiring and enjoying his
two favorite activities: bowling and fishing. He especially enjoyed
participating in various bowling leagues at Imperial Lanes. Remembrances may be made to a charity of your choice.

FRED A. SHIOSAKI
On April 10, 2021, Fred A. Shiosaki, dad, husband, brother, son,
friend, public servant, environmentalist, gardener, freedom fighter,
and avid fly-fisherman passed away peacefully at the age of 96.
Fred was born on August 23, 1924, in Spokane, Washington, the
fourth of five siblings. He grew up in the Hillyard neighborhood of
north Spokane where his parents Tori and Kisaburo Shiosaki owned
and operated the Hillyard Laundry. By his own admission, Fred was
an average student but enjoyed extracurricular activities - he ran
track and participated in the photography club in high school.
After graduating from John R. Rogers High School, Fred started college at Gonzaga University. However, he eventually left his studies,
and against his parents’ wishes, volunteered to join the US Army.
He enlisted in the all-Japanese-American 442nd Regimental Combat
Team.
As a member of ‘K’’ company in the 442nd, Fred and his fellow
soldiers fought valiantly in Italy and France. The 442nd, made up of
Japanese Americans from Hawaii and the mainland, became one of
the most decorated units in American military history. In the rescue
of the Lost Battalion - the rescue operation of the Texas soldiers who
were trapped by German forces deep in the forest, the famed 442nd
sustained massive casualties during the rescue. Fred was one of only
17 out of 186 ‘K’ Company soldiers to survive the rescue operation.
He was awarded the Bronze Star and Purple Heart.
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After the war, with a rank of staff sergeant, Fred returned to Washington state to resume college at the University of Washington. However, he eventually returned to Spokane and Gonzaga University. He
graduated from Gonzaga University in 1949 with a Chemistry degree.
Fred was urged by his college advisors to pursue a graduate degree
at the UW, but he couldn’t stand being separated from his future
wife, Lily, so decided against it. In 1955, Fred married Lily Nakai, who
remained the love of his life for more than 70 years.
Fred started his career at Hollister-Stier Laboratory, a pharmaceutical
company in Spokane, followed by a short stint at Kaiser Aluminum.
In 1957, he landed the job as City chemist with Spokane’s Health
Department and remained in that position through 1967.
A lifelong advocate for the environment, Fred was the founding director of the Spokane Air Pollution Control Authority. He was recruited to
oversee the environmental program of the Washington Water Power
Company, now Avista Utilities. He also had a long commitment to
public service. In 1990 Fred was appointed to the Washington State
Ecological Commission by Governor Booth Gardner and chaired the
commission through 1998. In 1999, Governor Gary Locke appointed
him to serve on the Washington Fish and Wildlife Commission, where
he served for eight years.
Fred was instrumental in securing funds for a new Fish and Wildlife
Department regional headquarters in the Spokane Valley including a
$1.9 million laboratory. The facility was renamed to honor him.
One of Fred’s great passions was fly-fishing. Fred used to unwind
from intense days by tying flies in his basement. He enjoyed spending time with fellow fly-fishermen from the Inland Empire Fly Fishing
Club, and fishing ‘catch and release’ at fly-only lakes across eastern
Washington, Idaho and Montana.
In 2011, long overdue, at the Capitol in Washington DC, Fred and
fellow Veterans of the 442nd were awarded the Congressional Gold
Medal for their service.
Fred was preceded in death by his parents, Tori and Kisaburo Shiosaki and his brothers George, Roy and Floyd Shiosaki, sister Blanche
Okamoto and his beloved wife Lily (Nakai) Shiosaki. He is survived
by his daughter, Nancy, son, Michael and son-in-law, Edward, and
numerous nieces and nephews.
In lieu of flowers or koden, please consider a donation in his honor to
• Densho, the Japanese American Legacy Project, https://densho.
org/give/
• Highland Park United Methodist Church, 611 S Garfield Street,
Spokane, WA 99202.
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2021 High School & College Student Essay,
Performance, and Poetry Contest
From Go For Broke National Education Center (GFBNEC)

Go For Broke National Education Center (GFBNEC) supports the
legacy of Japanese American WWII veterans who served their country at a time when the United States denied their civil rights. Join us
in advocating for civil liberties and equality, the cornerstone of our
Dates:
Dates: contest.
American democracy, by entering
our 2021 student
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. (25
$20 per year (25$20
(25 &
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Evening of Aloha Gala on November 6, 2021. All winning entries will
be published in an online booklet on our website.
TO ENTER: Submit a 400-500 word ESSAY, or a work of POETRY (2
typed pages or less) on one of the following topics:
• The Japanese American WWII veteran experience remains relevant to our society today. Explore one of the ways this is true.
• One goal of GFBNEC is to inspire new generations to embody
the Japanese American veterans’ core values of courage, sacrifice,
equality, humility and patriotism. How has the Nisei veterans’ story
impacted your life, identity and/or values? How do you embody any
or each of these values?

DEADLINE:
• Email entries by Wednesday, June 30, 2021, 11:59 pm PDT as a
Word doc to
studentcontest@goforbroke.org.
• Include: category you are entering; phone number; school/university currently attending; title of your entry; and 2020-2021 grade/level.
ELIGIBILITY:
• Contest is open to all high school (9th through 12th grades) and
college (undergraduate and graduate) students.
• 2020 winners are ineligible for entry in the same category but may
submit an entry under a different category.
• Applicants who wish to be considered for the “Lawson Iichiro
Sakai Memorial Scholarship’’ must also submit an essay or poetry
entry in the GFBNEC Student Contest. Contest applicants are not
required to apply for the scholarship.
For more information, visit: https://goforbroke.org/
Click on: News > Annual Events > Student Contest

 NVC/WAC Scholarship
Shiro Kashino
Scholarship
 NVC/WACScholarship
 Shiro
Kashino Scholarship
 EndowmentFund
 Other:
Endowment
Fund
 Other:
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Thank You for a Cup of Joe!

NVC Donations
In Memory of
Kats Okamoto

In Memory of
Pentson Sugamura Sr

Tak Akiyama

Dale and Shiz Kaku

In Appreciation of
Nisei Easter Lunch

Nancy and George
Fujimoto

Toshiko Okamoto

Ted Yasuda

Kay Fukuma

General Fund
Michi Hirata

Toshiko Okamoto
In Appreciation of
NVC Newsletter
Margaret Teramoto
In Memory of
Rian Ebesugawa

NVC Poker Group
(Mike Fukuma, Junks
Ikeda, Don Maekawa,
Atsu Sato, Frank Sato,
Tom Tanigawa)

Joan Seko
In Memory of
Tak Todo
Kay Fukuma
In Memory of
Ketch Toyohara
Michiko Toyohara

Donna Sachiko Hashimoto

Brian Kaku
Jaqueline Perkins

By Keith Yamaguchi

NVC has joined “Cup of Joe for a Joe”, a Green
Beans Coffee program that allows you to thank
a member of the armed forces for their service
with a hot, fresh cup of Green Beans Coffee and
a personal message at over three dozen overseas
bases where Green Beans Coffee has an outlet.
Here are some of the messages the NVC has
received from Troops wanting to thank you for
sending them a Cup of Joe!
Thanks bud. I appreciate the support and the coffee.
— Service member serving in BDSC Main, Iraq
Thank you! I appreciate your generosity and thoughtfulness.

NVC Foundation Donations
General Fund
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In Memory of
Michi Murakami

In Memory of
Kats Okamoto

Nobuya (Fred) Furuta

Louise Akiyama
Wright

Thank you for the coffee, it is greatly appreciated!
— Olin, serving in ATOC (Ops Town), Al Udeid Air Base, Qatar
Aloha. We appreciate your support, thank you.
— Service member serving in BPC Mall, Qatar

In Memory of
Doug and Fumi Tsujii

Thanks for the coffee. It means a lot to know people at home
think of us out here. Kind regards.

Ryan Tsujii

NVC Endowment Fund
In Memory of Kats Okamoto

— Michelle, serving in Camp Arifjan Zone 1, Kuwait

Jim and Eileen Yoshida

— Sam, serving in Erbil Air Base, Iraq
Acknowledgements also received from service members serving in:
Camp Lemonier MWR, Djibouti; Ali Al Salem, Kuwait; Camp Arifjan
Zone 1, Kuwait
To send your own Cup of Joe, go to:
https://www.greenbeanscoffee.com/products/cup-of-joe-fora-joe
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Community NEWS
ACRS– Join Walk for Rice 2021, an online fundraising event to support the Food Bank at Asian Counseling and Referral Service (ACRS),
running from April 2 through June 19. Each year, nearly 1,000 community members help raise funds to provide culturally familiar foods
like rice, dry noodles, bok choy, fish, tofu and other staples. Together,
we can bring food and support to community members when they
need it most. More than ever, every grain counts. For information and
registration: https://acrs.org/events/walk-for-rice/
JANM – Join the virtual JANM Gala & Auction: Reunited on
Saturday, May 1, at 5:00 pm. Celebrate with JANM at a joyous
evening of song, music and special guests. Bid on unique items
reflecting diverse Asian culture. This year, be Reunited with friends at
a COVID-safe, virtual Gala & Auction—and support JANM’s largest
annual fundraiser. The announcement of the winner of the 2021 Lexus
Opportunity Drawing will also be online. Information and tickets at:
https://www.janm.org/events/gala/2021
APDC and Seattle Center Festál – Tune in to this year’s virtual
presentation of Asian Pacific Islander Heritage Month Celebration on Sunday, May 2, at 12 pm – 2 pm on Facebook. The festival
marks the beginning of the officially proclaimed and recognized Asian
Pacific American Heritage Month (APAHM) of May in the Greater
Seattle area. It aims to preserve and promote the culture, heritage,
and contributions of Asian Pacific Islanders (API) and Asian Pacific
Americans (APA). This event is free and open to the public. Information at: https://www.facebook.com/apiheritage
JCCCW – Kodomo no Hi, also known as Children’s Day Festival, is
going virtual! This year you can join from the safety of your home at a
Virtual Kodomo no Hi, which will include a new video every Sunday at noon (PDT) during the month of May, on May 2, 9, 16, 23, and
30. Japanese cultural booklets and an activity pack are available to
download for free online!

Kodomo no Hi, hosted by the Japanese Cultural & Community Center
of Washington, is an annual event that encourages children and
families to explore and learn about Japanese and Japanese American
art, culture, history, food and music. All programming is free and open
to the public. Invite your friends and family from across the country
and around the world! More information: https://www.jcccw.org/
kodomo-no-hi
Densho -- Join Densho on Tuesday, May 11 for the official launch of
Facing the Mountain, a new book about WWII Japanese American
incarceration and the 442nd RCT by Daniel James Brown, NY Times
bestselling author of The Boys in the Boat. The virtual event will
feature a conversation between Brown and Densho Executive Director
Tom Ikeda, who has conducted oral histories with many of the men
highlighted in the book. Information and registration: https://densho.
org/2021-events/
Friends of Mukai – On Sunday, May 16, 2021, at 1:00 pm, FoM will
commemorate the
Vashon Day of Exile with an event at Mukai Farm & Garden, 18017
107th SE, Vashon Island. The Vashon-Maury History Museum is a cosponsor of this event. The event will include the ringing of a temple
bell for each of the families whose lives were abruptly interrupted,
with two days’ notice on that date, followed by a prayer by Abbott Koshin Cain of the Puget Sound Zen Center, poetry by Seattle poet Larry
Matsuda, and music. The public is invited to participate in this socially distanced event, at no cost, but to assist with planning, please
register for the event at https://forms.gle/P92Nkt1zLHV2CP7D9.
You can also view the event on-line at: https://www.facebook.com/
mukaifarmandgarden
The WING – Book Release event for We Hereby Refuse on Tuesday, May 18. Three voices. Three acts of defiance. One mass injustice.
The new graphic novel We Hereby Refuse presents an original
vision of America’s past with disturbing links to the American present. Japanese Americans complied when expelled from their homes
in World War II and forcibly incarcerated in American concentration
camps – but when it came to their ongoing imprisonment, many
among them refused to submit without a fight. For the first time,
three of their stories are tied together within an epic narrative of the
entire camp experience. Hear about the creation of this groundbreaking book by authors Frank Abe and Tamiko Nimura with illustrations
by Ross Ishikawa and Matt Sasaki. Co-published by the Wing Luke
Museum and Chin Music Press, this project was funded, in part, by a
grant from the U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service,
Japanese American Confinement Sites Grant Program. Information at:
http://www.wingluke.org/single-exhibit/?mep_event=4842
To purchase copies, visit Wing Luke Museum’s Marketplace: https://
digitalwingluke.org/shop

NISEI VETERANS COMMITEE  •  NVC FOUNDATION

Help Continue the NVC Legacy
Donate to the NVC Foundation Endowment Fund to Help Continue the NVC Legacy!

For More Information, Please Contact:
Leslie Inaba at info@nvcfoundation.org or leave a message at NVC Hall: (206) 322-1122

Stay Happy & Healthy!

Recycle Your Old Bike!
Drop it off or call for a FREE
Pickup in the Greater Seattle Area

Phone: 206.325.4526
Text: 206.972.8356
Email: info@velobikeshop.com
www.velobikeshop.com

Seattle Vision Clinic
(206) 623 - 1100

Your Link to SEATTLE’S JAPANESE COMMUNITY Since 1902

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE

https://napost.com/subscribe

Thank you for your contined support

Lund Chin
Greg Chin
John Kikuchi

677 South Jackson St.
Seattle, WA 98104
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