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NVC & NVC FOUNDATION CALENDAR

Rian and Shelly Ebesugawa

March 26, Friday 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm NVC and NVC Foundation – Virtual meeting  

April 30, Friday 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm NVC and NVC Foundation – Virtual meeting  
To get the meeting link and information, email this address: nvcfoundation@hotmail.com

NOTE: For the safety of our volunteers and all those who use NVC Memorial Hall, the NVC Board has 
elected to close use of the NVC Memorial Hall until further notice due to the Coronavirus/COVID-19 Pan-
demic.  Please check with us or visit the website for information on when we will reopen the NVC Hall. Until 
then, all programs and events will be held Virtually online. 

NVC Officers for 2021-2022
Commander Mike Yaguchi
Vice Commander Dale Kaku
Recording Secretary Lilly Tokita
Corresponding Secretary Shiz Kaku
Treasurer Penston Sugamura, Jr.
Past Commanders Walt Tanimoto
 Rick Takeuchi
 Allen Nakamoto
Member At Large NVCF President / David Fukuhara
 Greg Egeler
 Frank Kiuchi
 Gregg Takamura
 Dale Watanabe
 Keith Yamaguchi
 Yuzo Tokita

I met Rian and Shelly in the early 
days of Kona Kitchen restaurant. 
With so much in common we 
easily became friends. If you 
ever hung out with Rian at Kona, 
you would know it seemed like 
he was friends with everyone. 
That was just Rian -- friend of all 
walks of life. Growing up playing 
ball, coaches always stressed 
110% effort. Even though 100% 
is all you can give, Rian gave 
110%. Everything he committed 
to was over the top, done with 
intensity and perfection until 
every ounce of energy was spent. 

Rian was a big help to the NVC 
and NVC Foundation in so many 
ways. He loved giving tours 
through the hall. His family found 
a wonderful letter written by a 
family he toured that simply said, 
“thank you so much, best docent 
ever!” Because I was close to 
Rian, I knew his daily health 

Remembering 
Rian Kazuo Ebesugawa  
By Chris Sketchley

(continued on pg. 2)

struggles that went on for years, 
yet you would never know it by 
the way he would put his all into 
everything he did. 

This leads me to talk about 
the NVC museum. I was semi-
content on putting out a few 
displays on the countertops, 
so we had enough to tell a few 
stories to visitors. This was not 
acceptable to Rian of course. 
For years he told me that this is 
not a side show, this is going to 

be “world class”. Second best 
was not acceptable. With May 
Sasaki’s blessings we went full 
steam ahead. 

Rian was a King County DA, 
and his skills were invaluable in 
putting the museum together. If 
I could not find information on a 
display piece or the display was 
missing something, he would 
find it. When I think of the donors 
who got the museum off the 
ground, I think of Tosh Tokunaga, 

Jimmie Kanaya, and Ted Yasuda 
whose donations were massive. 
Now, against Rian’s wishes, I am 
registering hundreds of Rian’s 
donations from display cases, 
historic photos and documents, 
props, military gear, framing, 
Internment Camp used items 
-- all ranging from WWI to the 
Gulf War. 

My favorite donations are his 
labor-intense one of a kind GI 
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What an honor to serve the NVC 
membership as the commander 
for the 2021-2022 term.  Walt 
Tanimoto left a three-year legacy 
to build upon – A hard act to 
follow, but I’ll try!  I cannot begin 
to thank the steady stream of 
volunteers who contributed so 
much of their valuable time to 
ensure NVC Memorial Hall re-
mained safe and compliant with 
public health directives.  They 
also continued to find innovative 
ways to continue some of our 
legacy services (e.g., delivery of 
Nisei Lunch meals) and a great 
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Our Membership Committee reminds you that you can add your 
email to your membership information by emailing nvcfoundation@
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 For the last 3 months, the NVC and the NVC Foundation have re-
implemented member meetings and have sent email invitations to all 
members who have provided their emails to our member database.  

If you would like to receive email member invitations, email notices of 
events, and links to membership meetings for either or both organiza-
tions, please email nvcfoundation@hotmail.com with your name 
and email address and your request to receive email notices from the 
NVC and NVC Foundation.

Online Members Meeting
By Dale L. Watanabe

deal of credit is attributed to the 
volunteer leaders who continue 
to ensure these programs and 
services remain relevant.  To our 
team of volunteers, you have 
my commitment to formally 
recognize all of you at the NVC 
Memorial Hall once we’re able to 
fully open to the public.  

More to follow, but stay safe 
and healthy, be kind, watch out 
for each other, and we’ll see you 
soon at NVC Memorial Hall.

Best regards,

Mike Yaguchi

Remembering Rian Kazuo Ebesugawa  
(continued from pg.1)

Joe dolls. These were all custom 
made from parts made around 
the world. Each one looked 
like the soldier in the display. 
Rian’s handy work can also be 
seen at the JA Museum of San 
Jose, Club 100 HI, Daniel Inouye 
Airport HI, and Kona Kitchen. 
We owe a great debt to the 
Hawaiian born, who loved and 
embraced this community. Thank 
you, Rian! Miss you buddy!

[To learn more about Rian please 
see May Sasaki’s Article Dec. 
2012 Volume 62 Issue 11 when 
Rian did his speakers series 
about propaganda “The Good 
the Bad and the Ugly” at the 
NVC:https://www.nvcfoundation.
org/newsletter/2012/12/ ]
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NVC Foundation President’s Column
By David Fukuhara

A few weeks ago, I was routinely 
driving to the NVC Memorial 
Hall.  Just one block away, I pre-
pared to take the left turn from 
Rainier Avenue onto King Street, 
when I was startled to see a tall 
man standing right in front of me 
– completely naked with his arms 
straight up in the air.  Although 
for entirely different reasons, 
we both did a double take and 
paused for a split second.

He then started snarling at me 
with hate in his eyes, while 
swinging his arms, fists and other 
appendages, and yelling at the 
top of his lungs in my direction.  
I perceived a slur, then swerved 
around him feeling a mixture of 
laughter and fear.  It’s not often 
you run into a naked man in the 
middle of the road with not a 
stitch of clothes on, but scary 
was that look of hate as he raged 
and ranted in that moment

Then a few days later, maybe 
six blocks from the NVC Hall, a 
teacher named Noriko Nasu was 
viciously attacked and sustained 
multiple fractures to her head 
and face.  She was out for a re-
laxing stroll in Chinatown, when 
an assailant came from behind 
and nearly killed her.

Being so close to our NVC home, 
I reflected on this horrible inci-
dent as being one of the estimat-
ed 3,000 attacks that have been 
focused on persons of Asian 
ancestry across the country since 
the onset of the coronavirus 
pandemic.  

According to a report by the 
Center for the Study of Hate and 
Extremism at California State 
University, San Bernardino, 
in 2020 hate crimes gener-
ally decreased by 7% across 
16 of America’s largest cities. 
However, those targeting Asian 
people doubled, and in some 
areas like New York City, they 
rose by 833%.  These attacks 
have only accelerated in 2021, as 
an elderly Asian grandfather was 
killed in San Francisco as a result 
of one of these senseless and 
cowardly attacks.

Over this past year, while our 
entire country has suffered from 
the coronavirus, our Asian Com-
munities have also suffered from 
“The Racism Virus,” according to 
NBC news correspondent Vicky 
Nguyen in her special report by 
that name.  I clearly recall our 
former President making racist, 
mocking comments about the 
“China virus” and the “kung flu,” 
followed by countless members 
of his administration and party 
repeating those same racist slurs 
like ventriloquist dummies.

Thankfully, our current President 
and his administration have 
denounced these “xenophobic 
attacks.”   Young people have 
started to organize security 
patrols and demonstrations to 
condemn these attacks on mem-
bers of our Community.  They are 

advocating for members of all 
Communities and ethnicities to 
Stand Together, Speak Up and 
Speak Out.

I stand with them in speaking out 
to Stop AAPI Hate.

Focusing on the NVC Founda-
tion, I’d like to congratulate the 
newly elected Officers and Board 
Members and express my thanks 
for their commitment.  Once 
again due to COVID-19, we will 
not be recognizing them in a 
formal Installation Banquet this 
year.  However, we did jump right 
into work, as we just completed 
two non-profit Board training 
sessions taught by the 501 Com-
mons organization that will help 
us implement “best practices” in 
the governance of the Founda-
tion in 2021.

I’d also like to recognize Geri 
Lynne Egeler, 2nd Vice-President 
of the Foundation, for receiving 
the NVC Commander and NVC 

Foundation Presidents Award.  
Over the last two years, Geri 
Lynne has spent countless hours 
at the NVC Memorial Hall in ser-
vice of our organizations, and we 
thank her for her commitment 
and support.

In addition, I’d like to extend our 
recognition and thanks to the 
Sugamura family.  Our condo-
lences on the passing of Pentson 
Sugamura Sr., who served the 
NVC for many years.  His legacy 
of service has been carried 
forward by his son Pentson 
Sugamura Jr., or as we call him 
“PJ”, who now serves as the 
Treasurer for both the NVC and 
the NVC Foundation. 

Ours is a volunteer-based orga-
nization and is sustained through 
the many extraordinary people 
of the NVC Foundation and 
NVC who graciously contrib-
ute their time in service to our 
Community.

New Wall of Remembrance 
at Korean War Veterans 

Memorial
Washington — Construction on the Wall of Remembrance and an 
overall rehabilitation of    the Korean War Veterans Memorial starts 
March 15th. The Wall of Remembrance is a new, permanent addition 
to the memorial which will include the names of 36,574 American 
servicemen and more than 7,200 members of the Korean Augmenta-
tion to the United States Army who gave their lives defending the 
people of South Korea.

The sloped, granite Wall of Remembrance will encircle the existing 
Pool of Remembrance, complementing the original design of the 
memorial. Expected completion by summer 2022. 

For more information visit 
www.koreanwarvetsmemorial.org or www.nps.gov/kowa.
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Interviewer:  Stephanie, first 
please tell us something about 
you and your family.

I live In Colorado with my hus-
band Joey Ivanov and my two 
children Winston and Welles. 
Joey was a Marine for eight 
years and then the next 17 years 
between Army Special Forces 
(Green Beret) enlisted, Army 
Infantry Officer, and Army Special 
Forces Officer.

My grandmother, Monica Sone, 
was born and raised in Seattle.  
It was Monica who wrote one of 
the only books (Nisei Daughter) 
about growing up Nisei in Seattle 
during the 1920’s and 30’s time 
period.  Grandma Monica was 
graceful, strong, tender, and 
loving.  She never complained 
about anything and surely never 
felt sorry for herself. An incred-
ible woman who I adored and 
admired my entire child and 
adulthood. 

Since having Winston and 
seeing him grow into a very 
strong, sturdy, and physical boy, 
my mom and dad FREQUENTLY 
reminisce about how I was as a 
young child. They always bring 
up how Grandma and Grandpa 

Yonsei Supports 
Creation of Normandy French Resistance Monument
By Anonymous Contributor

Sone would talk about me when 
I was just a small toddler. They’d 
say, “she is such a strong and 
physical girl! she will be very 
athletic!” hahaha. I’m not saying 
I was a GOOD athlete, but I did 
grow up enjoying sports and 
competing! They were right. 
Grandpa Sone was the one who 
introduced the United States 
Military Academy to my brother 
when he was in high school and 
I was in middle school. Once I 
started to learn about it and took 
a visit with my family, I knew that 
was where I also wanted to go.

I remember talking to Grandma 
Monica on the phone when I 
was at the academy and tell-
ing her about the academic and 
military rigors. She was ALWAYS 
my number one cheerleader 
and made me feel like I was the 
smartest, strongest and most 
incredible young lady!  Grandma 
Monica always had a way of 
boosting my (sometimes low) 
self-confidence. Grandma’s 
handling of life as a young lady- 
losing so much shortly after 
Executive Order 9066 and living 
at Camp Harmony and Minidoka 
always gave me strength, tenac-
ity, and motivation when times 
were tough.  Her experience put 
everything in perspective for me 
and still does to this day.

And yes, I was a Military Intel-
ligence Officer and deployed 
in support of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom.  My grandfather, Geary, 
served in World War Two and 
my brother, Andy, was a Field 
Artillery Officer and deployed in 
support of Operation Enduring 
Freedom in Afghanistan. 

I also want to say that the 
Nisei soldiers in World War Two 
exuded discipline and tenacity. 
These brave Japanese Americans 
answered the call of duty, fought 
and died for the same country 
who had taken everything from 
them and their loved ones. It’s 
astounding, really.  I am so proud 
of my Japanese heritage which 
no doubt gave me the strength, 
courage, and determination to 
graduate from West Point and 
then serve my country.

And I am happy to say that one 
of my relatives put our family 
names on the NVC Foundation 

Memorial Wall two years ago.

Interviewer: So, tell us a little 
about the Normandy French 
Resistance Monument Project.

Stephanie: Well, my husband, 
Joseph (but we call him Joey) is 
about to retire from his position 
as a U.S. Army Special Forces 
officer. He is the founder of the 
Normandy French Resistance 
Monument project.  He has a 

passion for remembering and 
honoring the French Resistance 
fighters, called Maquis, who 
were so important in laying the 
groundwork for the Normandy 
D-Day Invasion.

Joey, as a Special Forces officer, 
feels a kinship and a direct 
lineage to those clandestine 
teams comprised of some French 
Resistance fighters, the OSS 
(American soldiers specializing 
in unconventional warfare) and 
some British special operatives. 
Those 3-man Jedburgh teams 
would be dropped parachuting 
into France behind enemy lines 

to assist allied forces with sabo-
tage and guerilla warfare, and 
to lead local resistance forces 
in actions against the Germans. 
The actions conducted by these 
teams were part of the model 
used to build our modern U.S. 
Army Special Forces.

So, it really bothers Joey and 
me that there is no monument 
near the Normandy beaches 

(continued on next page)
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My grandpa, Tom Kometani, was 
seven years old when the U.S. 
government imprisoned him in an 
American concentration camp. 
Although he was too young to 
enlist, he was not too young to 
fight. I believe his story exempli-
fies the legacy of the Nisei Vet-
erans. To me, the Nisei Veterans’ 
legacy means finding community 
in shared experiences. 

Trauma affects a person over a 
lifetime, and organizations like 
the Nisei Veterans give people a 
place where they can be around 
others who deeply understand 
what they have been through. In 
his young adult life, my grandpa’s 
trauma from being imprisoned as 
a child made him shy, reserved, 
and afraid to make noise. When 
he joined the JACL in New York, 
he found the confidence to speak 
about his trauma and acknowl-
edge what had been ripped away 
from him as a child. He found his 
gift for leadership and a way to 
use his voice for justice. 

My grandpa went on to become 
the president of the New York 

ESSAY: Katherine (Miye) Dittmann
NVCF Shiro Kashino Memorial Scholarship Recipient
[NOTE: Kathrine Dittmann is the daughter of Susan and Norman 
Dittmann and the granddaughter of past Commander Tom Kometani 
and Janet Kometani.  She has attended WSU and Everett Community 
College and has been accepted into the Doctor of Nursing Program at 
the University of Hawaii.]

Chapter of the JACL. He fought 
for redress and even person-
ally testified against the United 
States government in the repara-
tion hearings. After his retire-
ment, he spoke at high schools, 
colleges, and events about his 
experience, always asking the 
audience, “Why is learning 
about this important?” The Nisei 
Veterans’ legacy means honoring 
the past, even if it is painful and 
ugly. The past continues to shape 
today. My grandpa’s trauma 
impacts my life. Acknowledging 
past trauma, past hurt, is key to 
making progress as an individual, 
and a society. 

My grandpa became commander 
of the Nisei Veterans Chapter in 
Seattle when he was in his 70s. 
He served two terms. The Nisei 
Veterans’ legacy also means 
personal resilience in the face 
of injustice and suffering. To 
me, this means holding on to 
hope that good will prevail over 
injustice. It means fighting with 
grit and strength. In December 
2011, I went to an event with my 
grandpa, then Commander of the 
Nisei Veterans Seattle Chapter, 
in which members of the 442nd 
Regiment finally received their 
deserved Congressional Gold 
Medal, over 50 years late. 

Almost exactly a year later, my 
grandpa suffered a massive 
stroke. Again, his voice was 
ripped away. For months, he 
could not speak. But he found 

honoring or remembering the 
every-day French citizens who 
volunteered in the Normandy 
French Resistance.  Close to the 
date of the D-Day invasion the 
French Resistance carried out 
nearly 1,000 sabotages, ranging 
from railroads to communication 
lines. French Resistance fighters, 
particularly the early ones known 
as De Gaulle’s Free French Army 
worked tirelessly to sabotage 
trains and the transport of Jews 
to Nazi concentration camps. 
Many of them were captured, 
tortured and killed without 
mercy.

I find that people get it after 
learning about this beautiful 
and heroic story of the French 
men, women and children who 
quietly volunteered to fight in 
the shadows before Allied help 
arrived.  It’s OUR turn to honor 
those selfless and brave souls.

The Normandy French Resis-
tance Monument will feature 
representations of members of 
the underground, auxiliary and 
guerilla elements of the Maquis. 
Talented artist Stephen Spears 
is sculpting the monument in 
Loveland, CO.

The dedication and unveiling 
will take place on June 5, 2021 
in St. Marie Du Mont, France – 
Utah Beach. The ceremony will 

include active-duty Green Berets 
conducting a Military Free Fall 
parachute jump onto a farm field 
behind the monument; visiting 
officials from the U.S. and French 
embassies; General officers from 
the U.S. Army and Air Force; and 
five survivors from the Alliance 
network (from the Normandy 
region) who will be attending 
the dedication ceremony for the 
monument. These survivors are 
especially significant because 
they also survived the Auschwitz-
Birkenau concentration camp.

Interviewer:  Thank you so 
much, Stephanie, for your per-
sonal story and for your service. 
How can one contribute or make 
a donation to the Normandy 
French Resistance Monument 
Project?

Stephanie:  Well, thank you! It’s 
been a pleasure telling a little 
of our story and of this worthy 
campaign. 

Again, this is truly a grass-roots 
effort that we are attempting to 
accomplish in just over a year.  
Not an easy feat, but we are 
determined to make this hap-
pen in a few short months! Any 
precious donations or any help 
in spreading the word would be 
so appreciated!  People can go 
online to: https://operation-
democracy.com/normandy-
french-resistance-monument-
project/  

Yonsei Supports 
(continued from pg. 4)

(continued on next page)
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The Nisei Veterans’ Legacy is 
one of strength and something 
to hold in high regard and learn 
from in modern times. 

I first became familiarized with 
Nisei Veterans through my broth-
er and father.  I remember how 
each year I used to watch them 
come home in the afternoon 
after setting up chairs for the 
annual Memorial Day Service.  
They would always reflect on 
the keynote speaker afterwards 
and begin talking about our late 
grandfather, and our second 
uncle, who had served in the 

ESSAY: Lea Hidaka
NVC/WAC Scholarship Recipient
[NOTE: Lea Hidaka is the daughter of Dina Jeppesen and Mark 
Hidaka. Lea attends Mercer Island High School and maintains a 3.92 
g.p.a.  She plans to attend the University of Washington and major in 
Communication Design.]

442nd Regimental Combat Team.

I further learned about the 
Nisei Veterans and the 442nd 
through school.  While it was 
only covered in a brief unit, I 
learned of their struggle and 
how they fought for their coun-
try despite the incarceration of 
their families.  My grandmother 
further provided me a first-hand 
perspective of the times and her 
incarceration in Minidoka, where 
she was surrounded by barbed 
wire fences and put in the middle 
of nowhere.  She spoke of the 
racism she and her family faced 
despite being American and how 
their own country put them in 
internment camps. 

Although I was generally educat-
ed on the topic, it was over the 
past year when I truly understood 
the impact the Nisei Veterans 
had made on our community.  In 
the springtime, I was given the 
opportunity to create the Nisei 
Veterans’ Memorial Day video.  

(continued on next page)

strength. He fought with grit. And 
he made progress.

A year after his stroke, I sat with 
my grandpa under blinding lights 
on my own high school audito-
rium’s stage, prepared to help 
him speak about his experience 
in the camps to my classmates. 
I introduced him, and he began 
to read his testimony from the 
redress hearings in a shaking, 
faltering voice -- making long 
pauses as words became lost or 
garbled in his throat. I had heard 
his presentation many times 
before and protectively tensed, 
ready to jump in if needed. But 
he read the entire testimony, 
fighting through to the end of 
the page. When he finished, he 
faithfully asked, “Why is learning 
about this important?”

The Nisei Veterans’ legacy 
means advocating for social 
justice. The word “advocate” 
shares Latin roots with the word 
“voice”. My grandpa lost his 
voice when he was in the camps, 
and again when he had a stroke, 
but not his grit or his persever-
ance. He continues to advocate 
for what he thinks is right. He 
finds strength in the face of 
injustice and suffering. And he 
never forgets to honor the past. 
In my career and life, I want to 
preserve and continue carrying 

the torch of the Nisei Veterans’ 
legacy.

I am an essential healthcare 
worker. Two months into my first 
job as a nurse aide, the COVID-19 
pandemic took root in Washing-
ton state. I worked a block away 
from Evergreen Health Hospital, 
where the first known death in 
the United States occurred, and 
a mile away from Kirkland Life 
Care Center, where the first nurs-
ing home outbreak took dozens 
of lives. I found, in the global 
healthcare crisis, I was running 
towards the danger -- not away. 
Being entrusted by others to help 
them through crisis and illness 
feels sacred, and this is what led 
me to pursue a nurse practitioner 
degree. 

I pride myself on being a hard 
worker. When I was in college, 
I maintained a 3.93 grade point 
average, graduated with honors, 
and held two part-time jobs -- all 
while competing and training as a 
Division 1 Athlete. After college, 
I taught as part of a government 
vocational program in Costa Rica 
and lived with host families in 
three different provinces. In my 
job, I resolved conflicts and built 
bridges between people of vari-
ous cultures. Through these expe-
riences, I learned to lean in and 
embrace others’ beliefs, and not 
impose my personal values. As a 
nurse practitioner, I will use this 

cultural humility to help individu-
als make healthcare decisions 
authentic to themselves, even if 
their backgrounds or beliefs dif-
fer from my own.

In my career, I plan to embody 
the Nisei Veterans’ legacy by 
focusing on serving disadvan-
taged populations, including 
immigrants and historically 
marginalized communities. I 
would like to work in a primary 
care clinic, preferably in a rural 
setting. I have a commitment 
as a healthcare worker to uplift 

Katherine (Miye) Dittmann
(continued from pg. 5)

those who have survived the 
structural violence permeating 
our healthcare system. To do 
this, I must always acknowledge 
my own biases, and not foster 
stereotypes. As a multiracial indi-
vidual with an ethnically ambigu-
ous appearance, I understand 
what it is like for others to make 
assumptions about my identity. I 
will bring my continuous learning 
and self-examination regarding 
race and identity to each interac-
tion with peers, supervisors, and, 
ultimately, patients.
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I started participating and vol-
unteering at the Nisei Veterans 
Hall because of the legacy 
shared by my grandfather. My 
grandfather was just eighteen 
years old when he volunteered to 
serve in the Army during World 
War 2, to fight for America.  He 
was part of the 442nd Regimen-
tal Combat Team. He willingly 
put his life at risk for the good of 
our country. My grandfather is 
my hero because of his bravery 
and sacrifice, which he showed 
at such a young age. 

I started volunteering and get-
ting involved with the Japanese 

widespread community of Japa-
nese Americans together.

It was the importance of the 
Nisei Veterans’ service that led 
towards the creation of the Nisei 
Veterans Committee and later, 
the NVC Foundation.  Today, 
I see their legacy reflected in 
the current world too.  People 
are making it clear that they 
will no longer tolerate hate and 
millions are participating in 
protests across the world to fight 
for justice. Similarly, the Nisei 

ESSAY: Mari Kamemoto 
NVCF Shiro Kashino Memorial Scholarship Recipient 
[NOTE: Mari Kamemoto is the daughter of Audrey and Derek Ka-
memoto.  She will be graduating from Bishop Blanchet High School 
this spring and has already made plans to attend Northwest Naza-
rene University next fall.]

Veterans did not stand by and 
let falsehoods and injustice take 
over their community and world.  
Especially during the current 
times of racism and inequality, I 
will look towards the strength of 
the Nisei Veterans who sacri-
ficed their lives fighting for the 
freedom of others.  Whether it 
be through acts of service or edu-
cating others, I can help continue 
their legacy. 

American veterans community 
because of him. However, since 
my grandpa lives far away 
(California), I decided to get con-
nected with a local organization, 
the Nisei Veterans Committee in 
Seattle.  I thought that it would 
be great to get involved and 
show my appreciation and honor 
my grandfather. 

Being Japanese American, I have 
personally seen and heard what 
life would’ve been like if I had 
been living during World War 
2.  During that time, all of the 
Japanese Americans’ lives were 
completely changed. In addition 
to my grandfather’s experience, 
I also learned more about the 
concentration camp that my 
grandmother was forced to go 
to. She had to put her whole life 
on hold and pack up everything 
and leave.  They faced extreme 
prejudice and discrimination.  
This also took a lot of bravery 
and sacrifice, because of the 
circumstances our country put 
them in.   

Since volunteering at the NVC, 
I have met amazing people who 
have taught me about veterans 
that faithfully served in the dif-
ferent wars. I have been able to 
meet people who have served 
and learn about their bravery and 
sacrifice in serving our country.  
At NVC I have enjoyed seeing the 
photos and artifacts and learning 
the backgrounds, histories, and 
stories.      

I have learned a lot more about 
the important work of the NVC, 
that I will continue to share with 
others. Last year I was able to 
participate in creating a virtual 
Veterans Day video with my 
younger brother, Brian, and my 
friend, Ben Higashi. Through this 
experience I was able to learn 
about our veterans who sacri-
ficed so much and fought bravely 
for our country. I was able to 
share the video with my friends 
and family and show how much 
the NVC and the veterans across 
the nation mean to me. Creating 
the video and being able to honor 
the veterans has been one of the 
most amazing experiences. It is 
something that I will remember 
for the rest of my life, and some-
thing I am proud of.  

While putting together the 

video I learned more about my 
grandfather’s and other veteran’s 
stories.  Researching the proj-
ect, seeing the photos, listening 
to the speeches, reading the 
letters, and hearing the grati-
tude of many in our community 
was meaningful.  Being able to 
include my grandpa’s photo with 
other heroes was truly special.  I 
know that my uncle showed the 
video to my grandfather. I hope 
that the video also taught others 
about these veterans’ accom-
plishments and service.  

My appreciation for veterans and 
especially for my grandfather has 
come a long way since when I 
first started volunteering at NVC.  
I didn’t know a lot about their 
service previously.  Since then, 
talking to many people associat-
ed with the NVC, my knowledge 
for the Japanese American vet-
erans has increased significantly. 
I will continue to tell people 
about what I have learned at the 
NVC over the past year.  As the 
nisei and sansei get older, it is 
important for me to keep telling 
the history and stories. I plan to 
teach my friends and younger 
generations about the legacy of 
the nisei veterans and the impact 
they had on our nation’s history.

Lea Hidaka
(continued from pg. 6)

During the creation of the video, 
I learned about the sorrows of 
the Gold Star families and the 
Japanese Americans who contin-
ued the legacy of fighting for our 
country, from the Vietnam War 
to the War in Afghanistan.  As I 
listened to the keynote speaker, 
Captain Minami, I realized how 
like her, I too have been privi-
leged to grow up in the respected 
Japanese American community 

which has been paved by the 
Nisei Veterans and the sacrifices 
they had made.

During the development of the 
video, I received an outpouring 
of content from different commu-
nity members and leaders. Each 
letter, speech, and prayer given 
projected their gratitude and 
respect towards the Nisei Vet-
erans for their service, strength, 
and courage. Even 75 years later, 
the legacy of the Nisei Veterans 
is overreaching, connecting the 
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(continued on next page)

her mother was not thrilled about 
this decision. However, Tak’s 
perseverance paved the path for 
her future.

A progressive thinker for her 
time, Tak researched and found a 
company in Seattle who carried a 
Burroughs bookkeeping machine 
and impressed the Office Man-
ager, who said he had never 
hired a Japanese girl before. In 
her quiet, yet confident way, she 
said, “If you don’t hire me, how 
are you ever going to know?” 
She was hired on the spot with 
Crane Co. and worked for 6 years 
teaching herself the entirety of 
the back-office operations. Taking 
a short break after giving birth to 
her daughter Judy (with her first 
husband Hiroshi), she went back 
to work for the brokerage firm, 
Foster & Marshall. After going 
through a divorce and being 
recruited for another job in San 
Francisco, she and Judy moved to 
California for a number of years 
where they were also closer to 
her sisters, Kay and Yo.  

While visiting Seattle in 1966 
with the passing of her father, 

Tak became re-acquainted with 
an old camp friend who was 
also a dishwasher in the Mess 
Hall (the one who named her 
and her friends the lipstick girls), 
Jiro Todo. A year later they wed 
and lived with his four children 
(Janice, Patricia, Jerry, and Alan) 
and Judy on Vashon Island, WA. 
Jiro and Tak, now parents of five 
children, remained in Vashon 
until 1977, when they moved to 
Seattle. 

Throughout this journey Tak con-
tinued to build relationships in 
the community, earning respect 
from her peers and clients alike. 
She was encouraged to become 
a stockbroker and took a leap of 
faith in 1977 at the age of 50! In 
a time when female stockbrokers 
were extremely rare, a Japanese 
female broker was simply one-of-
a-kind. Yet, anyone that crossed 
paths with Tak would say she 
was nothing but one-of-a-kind.  
She had an infectious personality 
and did not have to speak to be 
heard. Tak went on to work as a 
broker at Merrill Lynch and re-
tired as a Vice President in 2001.

Despite loving her career as a 
broker, Tak focused her passion 
and energy on her family and 
four grandchildren. She proudly 
hosted gatherings and brought 
them along to many of the 
Nisei Veteran’s social engage-
ments including Friday nights at 
pickleball, chow mein dinners, 
bake sales, Christmas celebra-
tions and many more.  Never 
unwilling to accept a challenge, 
she even braved a family trip 
to Disneyland, shopping in San 
Francisco, and Lake Tahoe with 
four teenagers! 

Takeko “Tak” Todo was born in 
Seattle, Washington on April 3, 
1927. She lived with her mother 
(Hideyo), father (Takeshi) and 3 
sisters (Keiko, Yoshiko, and Don-
na). Her mother was a teacher at 
the Japanese Language School 
in Seattle, and her father was a 
truck driver. Tak and her sisters’ 
childhood was simple. They 
went to regular school during 
the day and Japanese school in 
the early evenings. They walked 
to the movies downtown on the 
weekends, listened to music, 
and enjoyed time with family 
and friends. In 1941, Tak was 
a Sophomore at Garfield High 
School when Japan attacked 
Pearl Harbor and her life changed 
forever. These years helped 
define the woman she would 
become.

In 1942, as a result of Execu-
tive Order 9066, Tak along with 
120,000 men, women and 
children of Japanese ancestry 
who lived along the West Coast 
were incarcerated. Tak’s family 
was removed from their home, 
allowed one suitcase each, and 

NVC Obituaries
Takeko Todo Remembrance

taken to Camp Harmony in Puyal-
lup sleeping on straw beds. They 
were later taken to be incarcer-
ated in the Minidoka camp near 
Hunt, Idaho.  Even under these 
harsh circumstances, Tak dem-
onstrated her perseverance by 
making the most of her camp life.  
She continued her education, 
demonstrating strong skills in 
math and bookkeeping, and she 
and her friends were affection-
ately known in the camp as the 
“lipstick girls” as they left lipstick 
on the glassware.  Throughout, 
she remained positive and driven 
to create better opportunities for 
herself.   

As an adventurous and intel-
ligent young woman, Tak decided 
she wanted to receive a deeper 
education.  In 1943 she ap-
plied for a job through the War 
Relocation Authority and went to 
Toledo, OH to care for three girls 
and complete her high school 
education. After turning down 
a full college scholarship she 
worked another year and moved 
back home to Seattle to be with 
her family. As one might expect, 
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NVC has joined “Cup of Joe for a Joe”, a Green 
Beans Coffee program that allows you to thank 
a member of the armed forces for their service 
with a hot, fresh cup of Green Beans Coffee and 
a personal message at over three dozen overseas 
bases where Green Beans Coffee has an outlet. 

Here are some of the messages the NVC has 
received from Troops wanting to thank you for sending them a Cup of 
Joe!

Thank you for the support and the cup of coffee! I greatly ap-
preciate it and enjoy spending my morning here in Africa with 
a good cup of coffee!

— Kasey, serving in Camp Lemonier Main, Djibouti

Thank you very much!

— Service member serving in Ali Al Salem, Kuwait

Thank you so much! It means a lot knowing folks like you back 
home are thinking of us. I feel like I can’t function without cof-
fee these days; your donation is greatly appreciated

— Service member serving in Al-Dhafra Main, United Arab Emirates

Thank you for your support!

— Service member Harry serving in Buehring MOAB, Kuwait

Thank you! Really appreciate your support! No greater place 
on Earth I’d rather defend.

— Service member Carter serving in Ali Al Salem, Kuwait

Thank you for the coffee. I appreciate you.

— Service member serving in Al-Jaber Air Base, Kuwait

Thank you for your support

— Service member serving in Al-Dhafra Main, United Arab Emirates

Acknowledgements also received from service members serv-
ing in:

Camp Lemonier Main, Djibouti; Al Azraq, Jordan; Camp Arifjan Zone 
1, Kuwait; Camp Arifjan Zone 2, Kuwait; BPC Mall, Qatar

To send your own Cup of Joe, go to: 
https://www.greenbeanscoffee.com/products/cup-of-joe-for-
a-joe

Thank You for a Cup of Joe!
By Keith Yamaguchi

Takeko Todo Remembrance
(continued from pg. 8)

Years later Tak was blessed to 
reunite with another old friend 
whom she met when she was 
just 16 years old, Frank Mura-
matsu. Tak was forever grateful 
for her companionship with Frank 
as they spent the latter years 
travelling, going to the casinos 
and remaining active within the 
Nisei community. 

Through the adversities Tak faced 
in her adolescent years and 
early life, she honored her past 
and always looked forward. She 
had a gift for bringing people 
together and accomplished 
this in every facet of her life. 
Through her love of baseball 
and the Mariners, she left her 
mark on former Mariner’s Sports 
Broadcaster, Dave Neihaus, as 
well as Ichiro’s mother, whom 
she would visit in Japan and at 
Mariner’s home games. Despite 
her successes, Tak remained 
humble, taking pride in who she 
was and allowed her experiences 
to shape, but not define, her. She 
had a passion for serving and 
continuing to educate within the 
Japanese community, the Nisei 
Veteran’s Committee, Densho, 
Minidoka Pilgrimage and many 
other endeavors.  May her sense 
of adventure, ability to live and 
learn through love, positive 

outlook, and unmatched perse-
verance and independence serve 
as an example for us all as we 
celebrate her legacy.

On February 18, 2021 Tak, 93, 
left behind her many family 
and friends. She will be greatly 
missed by her daughter Judy 
and husband Scott, daughter 
Janice Russell and Tom Spade, 
daughter Patricia and Brad 
Andrews, son Jerry and Sindy 
Todo, and son Alan Todo. Her 
legacy is realized everyday 
through her grandchildren:  Liz 
Johannesen (Jesse), Wayne 
Maxwell (Lara), Jenn Strutzel 
(Andrew), and Anne Russell 
(Jemma Hovance). Her great 
grandchildren were also blessed 
to know and learn the source of 
her feistiness:  Addison, Sienna, 
Taea, Alex, Thomas, and Zoe.

The family would like to thank 
you for your love and for read-
ing her story. We ask that you 
continue to learn and share the 
story of Japanese Americans 
who take great pride in being 
an American. If you would like 
to celebrate her legacy and 
also support on-going Japanese 
American history, donations 
can be mailed to Minidoka 
Pilgrimage or online at Densho. 
Ganbatte Kudasai.
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� NVC/WAC Scholarship � Shiro Kashino Scholarship
� Endowment Fund � Other:

Enclosed are Annual NVC Membership Dues for ________
years at $35 per year; or ROTC Membership Dues at
$20 per year (25 & Under).

Dates:

� NVC/WAC Scholarship � Shiro Kashino Scholarship
� Endowment Fund � Other:

Enclosed are Annual NVC Membership Dues for ________
years at $35 per year; or ROTC Membership Dues at
$20 per year (25 & Under).

Dates:

� NVC/WAC Scholarship � Shiro Kashino Scholarship
� Endowment Fund � Other:

Enclosed are Annual NVC Membership Dues for ________
years at $35 per year; or ROTC Membership Dues at
$20 per year (25 & Under).

Dates:

Mary Matsuda Gruenewald, 
age 96, died peacefully from 
pneumonia while residing at 
Providence Mount St. Vincent 
in West Seattle. She was the 
daughter of Heisuke and Mitsuno 
Matsuda, and is survived by 
her children, Martha Matsuda, 
David Gruenewald, and Raymond 
Gruenewald, two grandchildren, 
Stephanie Koetje and Matthew 
Gruenewald, and one great-
grandchild, Aurora Mary Gru-
enewald. 

Mary’s parents were berry farm-
ers on Vashon Island, Washing-
ton, and she attended Vashon 

High School, along with her older 
brother Yoneichi. On December 
7th, 1941, their lives changed 
forever. Mary came home from 
school and received the ter-
rifying news that Pearl Harbor 
was bombed by the Japanese. 
On May 16, 1942, Mary and 
her family were sent to the first 
of several different Japanese 
American detention camps, 
where they were surrounded 
by barbed wire fences and 
watched by armed guards with 
searchlights and guns. In 1943, 
her older brother Yoneichi (who 
survived the war) left the camp 

to join the famous 100th /442nd 
RCT, an all-Japanese unit that 
performed heroically. Inspired 
by this, Mary decided to enroll 
in the Cadet Nurse corps. She 
could have been sent overseas to 
support the troops, but the war 
ended before she graduated. 

In 1970, Mary became the over-
night supervisor of Group Health 
Hospital in Seattle (now part of 
Kaiser Permanente). She fre-
quently fielded phone calls from 
people at home who were wor-
ried about themselves or others. 
This led her to develop the Con-
sulting Nurse program, a protocol 
for determining when a person 
could take steps themselves to 
treat the concern (saving money 
for the system), or whether they 
should go to the hospital or even 

call an ambulance (saving lives, 
and often saving money as well). 

In 2002, Mary was part of a del-
egation that met with President 
George W. Bush and members 
of Congress to advocate for 
improvements to the national 
health care system. 

In 2005, Mary published her first 
book, Looking Like the Enemy, 
describing her wartime experi-
ences and the injustices that she 
and others faced. On her book 
tours, she advocated strongly 
for the fair treatment of Muslim 
people, many of whom faced 
discrimination due to the terrorist 
attacks of September 11, 2001. 
She was invited to go on a book 
tour in Japan, attended by hun-
dreds of people, which included a 

MARY MATSUDA GRUENWALD

(continued on next page)

NVC Obituaries



 	NISEI	VETERANS	COMMITEE		•		NVC	FOUNDATION 11

NVC Taps

VELOBIKESHOP.COM 
2151 • Sixth Avenue 
Seattle, WA 98121

ph 206.325.3292 
fax 206.325.8881

info@velobikeshop.com

 

Proudly Keeping Memories Alive 

For more information on preplanning or 
job opportunities in our community 
ou t reach  d i v i s i on  p lease  ca l l              
206-834-1961 

11111 Aurora Avenue North • Seattle • WA • 98133  

______________________________________________ 

Honor the Past 
Celebrate the Present 

Leave a Legacy for the Future 

Japanese American redress and 
an apology. Congress passed the 
Civil Liberties Act of 1988 and it 
was signed into law by President 
Reagan on August 10, 1988. A 
copy of his testimony can be found 
at: https://ddr.densho.org/me-
dia/ddr-densho-67/ddr-densho-
67-158-mezzanine-ca3c464336.
pdf. 

As a child, Frank was a bugler in 
his Boy Scouts drum and bugle 
corp. After retiring, he joined the 
Kimochi Ukulele Band. His hobbies 
included gardening, fishing, clam-
ming, crabbing, jigging for squid, 
hunting matsutake, golfing, and 
camping. He wrote in his journal 
how he especially loved his family. 

The family would like to thank 
his wonderful past caretakers: 
Joseph, Akiko, Mikako, Ritsu, 
Keiro staff (RN Marylou, CNA’s 
Eleni, Todd, Mark, Norma, Juliet), 
loving care from 1st Hope AFH (RN 
Josephine, Janet, David, Bilha, 

Lucy, Anastasia, Abdul, Abnery) 
and Providence Hospice (RN Joy). 
A very special thanks to his long 
time Pac Med Internist, Dr. David 
D. True. 

Frank was preceded in death 
by his loving wife Dorothy and 
siblings Hideko Shimomura, 
Louise Kashino-Takisaki, Henry 
Tsuboi, Roy Tsuboi, and Esther 
Tsuboi. He is survived by his 
five loving children ~ Carmen 
Tsuboi Chan (Paul), Frank L, Don 
(Marilyn), Normalea, Tony; three 
granddaughters Mika (Andy 
Faulhaber), Mari (Jesse Enebrad), 
Michelle Tsuboi, great grandson 
Joel Enebrad, sister-in law Jane 
Tsuboi, and many nieces and 
nephews. 

Due to COVID, there will be no 
service. A private burial will be 
done in the Spring or Summer 
2021. Remembrances may be 
made to Densho or Blaine Me-
morial United Methodist Church. 

Frank Akira Tsuboi, 97, passed 
away peacefully due to natural 
causes on December 8, 2020, 
with family at his side. He was 
born in Seattle, WA to Frank 
Kakichi Tsuboi and Tamiye Yo-
koyama. He was the oldest son 
and last surviving of six children. 

Frank graduated from Broadway 
High School in 1941. In 1942, 
after the start of WWII, he and 
his family were unjustifiably in-
carcerated at the Minidoka War 
Relocation Center in Hunt, ID. 
He was released from Minidoka 
in 1944 to attend a school for 
auto mechanics in Minnesota. 
In 1946, he served in the US 
Army as a Tech Gr 5. Frank met 
his loving wife, Dorothy Honda, 
in Minneapolis, MN. They were 
married on June 24, 1950 and 

celebrated almost 60 years 
together before her passing on 
February 8, 2010. 

Frank retired in 1989 after 32 
years as a Flight Engineer. He 
worked for NW Airlines and 
several charter cargo airlines. 
He was a member of the Air Line 
Pilots Association, International. 
He traveled throughout the US 
and the world, but he loved 
Seattle the best! In his younger 
years, he did sumo wrestling 
and won the Minneapolis welter 
weight Golden Gloves Boxing 
Championship in 1949. He was a 
lifetime member of the NVC and 
JACL. In 1981, he testified at the 
Commission on Wartime Reloca-
tion and Internment of Civilians 
hearings at Seattle Central Com-
munity College to advocate for 

memorable visit to the Hiroshima 
Peace Park. 

In 2017, a friend of Mary’s 
learned that she had always 
regretted not graduating from 

Vashon high school, since she 
was forced to leave while still 
a junior. The friend proposed 
the idea to the current principal 
of the school, and Mary was 
invited to the ceremony. This 
joyful event was picked up by 
many news agencies, including 

the Christian Science Monitor, 
National Public Radio and two 
Seattle TV stations.

Donations may be made in 
Mary’s memory to Group Health 
Community Foundation 
(grouphealthfoundation.org), 

Japanese American Citizens 
League (jacl.org), Wesley 
Foundation (wesleychoice.org), 
the Vashon Heritage Museum 
(vashonheritagemuseum.
org), and the Vashon Land Trust 
(vashonlandtrust.org). 

FRANK AKIRA TSUBOI

MARY MATSUDA GRUENWALD
(continued from pg. 10)
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Washington, DC. The Japanese American Veterans Association 
(JAVA) announces its annual scholarship award program for 2021. 
The scholarships will benefit a range of graduating high school 
seniors, undergraduate students, and post-graduate and professional 
education students. Application instructions, forms, and other details 
are posted on the JAVA website, https://java-us.org. 

The scholarships include:

•	U.S.	Senator	Daniel	K.	Inouye	Memorial	Scholarship	
($3,000) -- honoring the late U.S. Senator Daniel K. Inouye’s iconic 
career of military and civilian public service 

•	JAVA	Founder’s	Scholarship	($3,000) -- awarded in memory of 
JAVA’s founder, Colonel Sunao Phil Ishio, USAR, his wife Con-
stance, and their son Douglas Ishio 

•	Kiyoko	Tsuboi	Taubkin	Legacy	Scholarship	($2,000) -- a trib-
ute to Ms. Kiyoko Tsuboi Taubkin, a longtime supporter of JAVA

•	JAVA	Memorial	Scholarships	($1,500), honoring Nisei veter-
ans, JAVA members and/or their family members. The 2021 JAVA 
Memorial Scholarships are: 

  Dr. Americo Bugliani Scholarship – in honor of his   
 liberator, Paul Sakamoto, 442nd veteran. 

  Ranger Grant Hirabayashi Scholarship – in honor of   
 Ranger Grant Jiro Hirabayashi, MIS veteran. 

  Colonel Jimmie Kanaya Scholarship – in honor of   
 Colonel Jimmie Kanaya, a three-war veteran–WW II, Korean, 
 and Vietnam. 

  Mitsugi Kasai Scholarship – in honor of CWO 4 Mitsugi   
 Murakami Kasai, MIS veteran. 

  Ben Kuroki Scholarship – in honor of Sergeant Ben   
 Kuroki, a gunner in the Army Air Corps, 505th Bombardment   
 Group. 

  Matsui Scholarship – in honor of Victor Matsui, MIS   
 veteran, and wife Teru. 

  Colonel Virgil R. Miller Scholarship – in honor of Colonel  
 Virgil Rasmuss Miller, Commander of the 442nd, who led   
 the Nisei soldiers in the rescue of the Texas “Lost Battalion”  
 in the Vosges Mountains of France during WWII. 

  Robert Nakamoto Scholarship – in honor of past JAVA   
 President and Korean War veteran, Bob Nakamoto. 

  Betty Shima Scholarship – in honor of Betty Fujita   
 Shima, lifelong partner of 442nd veteran, Terry Shima. 

Descendants of those who served in the 100th Infantry Battalion, the 
442nd Regimental Combat Team, the Military Intelligence Service, 
or the 1399th Engineer Construction Battalion, or descendants of 
Japanese American soldiers who served during World War II in other 
United States military units, including the Women’s Army Corps or 
Army Nurses Corps are eligible and encouraged to apply. 

Current members of JAVA whose membership began prior to April 1, 
2019, are eligible and encouraged to apply. Children of current JAVA 
members are also eligible and encouraged to apply if the applicant’s 
parent or guardian was a member of JAVA prior to April 1, 2019. 

Past or present members of the Army’s 100th Battalion, 442nd 
Infantry, 522nd Field Artillery Battalion, ROTC, or U.S. Marine Corps 
Platoon Leaders Course are eligible and encouraged to apply for the 
U.S. Senator Daniel K. Inouye Memorial Scholarship. Applicants 
should demonstrate their lifelong commitment to public and uni-
formed service leadership for the nation. 

Applicants should first review published rules and forms. Applications 
and supporting documents must be electronically submitted no later 
than 11:59 p.m. on Friday, April 30, 2021. For complete information, 
go to: https://java-us.org/JAVA-Memorial-Scholarship-Program

JAVA Scholarships: 
Continuing the Legacy of World War II Nisei Military Service
From JAVA

Serving Your Real Estate 
Needs Since 1994

Eric Uyeji
(206) 854-4468 

ericu.johnlscott.com
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NVC Donations
In Appreciation of the 
NVC Newsletter

Yukio and Julianne 
Kumasaka

Ray and Grace Michihira

Pat Edamura Nakamura

Larry and Amy Sato

General Fund

Steven and Theresa 
Marie Quig

Suma Yagi

In Memory of 
Rian Ebesugawa

Friends from the King 
County Prosecuting 
Attorney’s	Office,	past	
and present

Thom and Bev Ikeda

Lynn Kanaya

In Memory of 
Sam Kawamura 

Ray and Grace Michihira

In Memory of 
Charles “Chuck” 
Kinoshita

Ray and Grace Michihira

Suma Yagi

In Memory of 
Stanley Kubo 

Reiko Hara

In Memory of 
Roy Kurosu 

Lillian and Saburo 
Sako

In Appreciation of 
Keith Yamaguchi and 
Shiz Kaku 

Frank Nishimura

General Donation 

Annette Kabasawa 
and Clyde Sugimoto 

Brian Kaku

Wayton Lim

Toshiko Okamoto

Esther Sugai

In Honor of 
Rian Ebesugawa

Alana Franklin

NVC Foundation Donations
In Memory of Junji 
Yukawa

Matsuda Family

NVC Museum
In Memory of 
Rian Ebesugawa

Denise and Les Inaba

In Memory of 
Lawson and Mineko 
Sakai 

Joanne Sakai

In Memory of 
Ken Shigaya

Nori Nakamura-Suguro

In Memory of 
Joshua Suehiro

Arlene Kadoshima

James and JoAnn 
Nakamoto

Edward and Maxine 
Yakushijin

In Memory of 
Bill Tamura 

Reiko Hara

In Memory of 
Mable Tamura

Reiko Hara

In Memory of 
Shig Tanagi 

Suma Yagi

In Memory of 
Allen Terada

Scott Nishizaki

In Memory of 
Frank Tsuboi

Joy and Rich Kato

Suma Yagi

2020 Chow Mein 
Dinner Fundraiser

Eugene Shen and 
Charlene Mano Shen

NVC/NVCF Membership

NVCF Endowment Fund

Scholarship Fund

In Memory of Brian Fujita   Nori Nakamura-Suguro
In Memory of George Kakehashi  David and Sachiyo Searles
In Memory of Michi Murakami Thomas and Karlyne Iwata
In Honor of Hideo Onoda  James Onoda

SHIRO KASHINO SCHOLARSHIP FUND DONATIONS
In Memory of Michi Murakami Grace and James Shibayama
In Memory of Frank Tsuboi  Grace and James Shibayama

NVCF LIFE    Jennifer Strutzel

CONCOURSE CONCESSION LLC
22518 Marine View Drive S.  •  Des Moines, Washington  98198
Tel: 206.824.6500  •  Fax: 206.824.1195  •  www.concourse-usa.com

Offering Quality, Innovative Food Services at Sea-Tac International Airport

North Satellite
and Concourse A

Concourse C Concourse A
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Community NEWS
JCCCW – The Spring All Things Japanese Sale 

will be held Friday, March 26th - Sunday March 28th from 10AM - 3 
PM. The sale is By Appointment ONLY at the Japanese Cultural & 
Community Center of Washington, 1414 S. Weller St., Seattle, WA 
98144. Online Registration for appointments will open in early March 
at https://www.jcccw.org/all-things-japanese-sale

As winter turns to spring, join the JCCCW for a Spring Rummage Sale 
with something for everyone including dolls, furniture, fans, cloth-
ing, accessories, plush toys, jewelry, books and much more. Income 
generated will support the mission of JCCCW to preserve, promote, 
and share Japanese and Japanese American culture and heritage. All 
major credit cards are accepted, as well as cash. Safety guidelines: 
all visitors are required to make an appointment to shop at this sale, 
masks required at all times covering from nose to chin, and social 
distancing will be enforced for the safety of staff, volunteers, and 
visitors. 

JCCCW – The Northwest Nikkei Museum Speaker Series will 
be held online via Zoom from 7 pm - 8 pm PST on the third Friday of 
each month. The next program is on Friday, April 16. There will be 
time for questions during each session. Join us for our new, monthly 
program and learn about Japanese American culture and history with 
the Northwest Nikkei Museum (NNM)! On the third Friday of every 
month, JCCCW will host a speaker, covering a variety of topics and 
perspectives related to Japanese Americans in the Greater Seattle 
Area and beyond! Free to attend, but registration required. Check out 
upcoming speakers at: https://www.jcccw.org/speaker-serie

JANM – Join the virtual JANM Gala & Auction: Reunited on Sat-
urday, May 1, at 5:00 pm. Celebrate with JANM at a joyous evening 
of song, music and special guests. Bid on unique items reflecting 
diverse Asian culture. This year, be Reunited with friends at a COVID-
safe, virtual Gala & Auction—and support JANM’s largest annual 
fundraiser. The announcement of the winner of the 2021 Lexus Oppor-
tunity Drawing will also be online. Information and tickets at: https://
www.janm.org/events/gala/2021 

The WING – The Wing Luke Museum of the Asian Pacific Ameri-
can Experience is now open at a limited capacity and open Fridays 
- Sundays from 10 AM – 5 PM. The WING has been carefully and 
thoughtfully planning for the reopening based on recommendations of 
relevant state, local, and federal regulations and guidelines.

Buying tickets online prior to visit is highly encouraged

•	Capacity	is	limited

•	Masks	required

•	Physical	Distancing	is	required

•	Storage	is	closed

To minimize unnecessary touch points, The WING strongly encour-
ages purchasing your ticket in advance, online! Please have your 
order number ready and available on your smartphone. Tickets 
do not have an expiration date and are valid at any time during 
operating hours. We encourage card payment whenever you are 
making a purchase and accept all types of credit and debit cards. 
More information: https://www.wingluke.org/welcome-back/ 

Densho – The new Densho podcast, Campu, tells the story of 
Japanese American incarceration like you’ve never heard it before. 
Brother-sister duo Noah and Hana Maruyama weave together the 
voices of survivors to spin narratives out of the seemingly mundane 
things that gave shape to the incarceration experience: rocks, fences, 
food, paper. Follow along as they move far beyond the standard Japa-
nese American incarceration 101 and into more intimate and lesser-
known corners of this history. Listen or subscribe wherever you listen 
to podcasts. Support for Campu comes from the Atsuhiko and Ina 
Goodwin Tateuchi Foundation. For descriptions and a link to complete 
transcripts for each episode, visit: https://densho.org/campu/ 
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Help Continue the NVC Legacy

Donate to the NVC Foundation Endowment Fund to Help Continue the NVC Legacy!

For More Information, Please Contact:
Leslie Inaba at info@nvcfoundation.org or leave a message at NVC Hall: (206) 322-1122

Recycle Your Old Bike!
Drop it off or call for a FREE

Pickup in the Greater Seattle Area
Phone: 206.325.4526
Text: 206.972.8356
Email: info@velobikeshop.com
www.velobikeshop.com

Seattle Vision Clinic 
(206) 623 - 1100

Lund Chin 
Greg Chin 
John Kikuchi

677 South Jackson St. 
Seattle, WA 98104

Your Link to SEATTLE’S JAPANESE COMMUNITY Since 1902

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE
https://napost.com/subscribe

Thank you for your contined support

Stay Happy & Healthy!

M A R K E T S



� NVC/WAC Scholarship � Shiro Kashino Scholarship
� Endowment Fund � Other:

Enclosed are Annual NVC Membership Dues for ________
years at $35 per year; or ROTC Membership Dues at
$20 per year (25 & Under).

Dates:

1212 S. King Street 
Seattle WA  98144
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