
5. MIS – Ats Kiuchi, US Army

6. NVC – Mike Yaguchi, USAF, 
Vice Commander

7. POW/MIA – Craig Dougherty, 
US Army, Korea Defense

8. Commands – Walt Tanimoto, 
US Army, Iraq War Veteran

9. Producers – Walt Tanimoto 
and Dale Watanabe Past NVC 
Commander

10. Scout Troop 252 from the 
Seattle Betsuin Buddhist Temple

Watch the YouTube video of the 
NVC presenting the colors and 
of Scout Troop 252 from the Bud-
dhist Church in Seattle leading 
us in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

https://youtu.be/RmhPBHbo3l8

The Nisei showed us how to 
serve our country and promote 
our causes in a positive and 
constructive way. As we pause 
to reflect on another Day of 
Remembrance, we continue to 
honor and carry on the legacy of 
the Nisei Veterans at the NVC.
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Day of Remembrance 2021
By Walter Tanimoto

The first Day of Remembrance 
event was held in November 
1978 at the Puyallup Fairgrounds, 
the former site of “Camp Har-
mony”, the temporary detention 
center during WWII where thou-
sands of Japanese Americans 
were processed for removal and 
incarceration in inland camps like 
Minidoka and Tule Lake. This first 
DOR program was attended by 
thousands. 

In 2004, Day of Remembrance 
activities were initiated at the 
State Capitol, organized by State 
Representative Sharon Tomiko 
Santos. To this day, Rep. Santos 
ensures our state recognizes a 
Day of Remembrance in Olympia, 
joined in recent years by her 
co-sponsor State Senator Bob 
Hasegawa.

Since 2004 the Nisei Veterans 
Committee (NVC) has been par-
ticipating in the Day of Remem-
brance event in Olympia.  Many 
of us would gather at Olympia in 
remembrance of the Nisei who 
were incarcerated and to honor 
the heroism for which all Japa-
nese Americans owe thanks to 
the Nisei Veterans.  Without the 
Nisei Veterans’ war time record, 
their willingness to support and 
defend the Constitution of the 
United States, and their valor in 
combat, the causes we fight for 
today would have not been re-
ceived as well or as successfully. 

This year’s Day of Remembrance 
was conducted virtually due to 
COVID-19 restrictions.  However, 

as in previous years, the NVC did 
not miss a beat thanks to State 
Representative Sharon Tomiko 
Santos.  Rep Santos asked the 
NVC to present the colors and 
work with Boy Scout Troop 252 to 
video the presentation and Pledge 
of Allegiance for this year’s virtual 
Day of Remembrance.  

Nine NVC members met at the 
NVC Memorial Hall (Vets Hall), on 
a Friday to form an ad hoc Color 
Guard.  We had a great time 
while recording the presentation 
of the colors and poked at each 
other’s ability to march -- well, 

maybe we poked more at the 
USAF and Navy vets.  We didn’t 
do too badly for a bunch of old 
vets.  

1. USA – Rick Takeuchi, USAF, 
Past NVC Commander

2. Washington State – Terry 
Yaplee, US Army and Vietnam 
War Veteran

3. 100th Infantry Battalion – 
Alan Nakamoto, US Navy, Past 
NVC Commander

4. 442nd RCT – Dale Kaku, US 
Army, Past NVC Commander

February 26, Friday 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm  NVC and NVC Foundation – Virtual meeting  
    *Election of Officers

March 26, Friday 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm  NVC and NVC Foundation – Virtual meeting  

To get the meeting link and information, email this address: nvcfoundation@hotmail.com

NOTE: For the safety of our volunteers and all those who use NVC Memorial Hall, the NVC Board has elected 
to close use of the NVC Memorial Hall until further notice due to the Coronavirus/COVID-19 Pandemic.  Please 
check with us or visit the website for information on when we will reopen the NVC Hall. Until then, all programs 
and events will be held Virtually online. 

Nine NVC members met at the NVC Memorial Hall .
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To the Nisei 
Veterans Com-
mittee Team, 
Families, and 
Friends,

2021 is looking 
good for the 
NVC despite 
COVID-19 and 
the restrictions.  
We are success-
fully conducting 
business in a 

constrained environment by finding ways to safely 
engage our members and community at large using 
technology.  Our dedicated volunteers continue to 
help us in the conduct of business.  We continue 
to bring in new veteran members.  Using an adage 
from the Army, we continue to improve our battle 
position to engage our members, draw attention 
and interest to the NVC and our mission to honor 
and carry on the legacy of the Nisei Veterans.

With that said, it has been my highest honor to 
serve alongside you for the last three years as the 
NVC Commander.  This is my last commander’s 
column article, and I want to thank you for the 
opportunity to command such a respected legacy 
organization.  

I had the fortune of having good role models grow-
ing up: my immediate family and my extended fam-
ily of Nisei Veterans. These role models influenced 
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NVC Commander’s Column   By Walt Tanimoto

me in many ways and ultimately led me into a 
career of service with the U.S. Army.  

For the veterans, we swore an oath when we 
entered military service.  We raised our right hand 
and swore to support and defend the Constitution 
of the United States.  An oath I made to myself 
when I became the NVC Commander was one of 
friendship, comradery, doing my best to carry on the 
traditions and legacy left to us, and honoring the 
Nisei Veterans.  I sincerely hope I did not fail you 
these last three years.  

Our freedom and liberty are the birthright of every 
American, but we have had to fight for it.  We even 
had to fight for our rights in the NVC against those 
who wished to do us harm us as an organization 
and individually.  Maintaining the strength of the 
American ideal requires courage and constant vigi-
lance against those who envy what we often take 
for granted.  It requires great love for the American 
way of life.  Without the love and dedication of 
spirit and without the sacrifice of our veterans, 
tyrants and evil will prevail.  

Thank you, veterans, families, Gold Star fami-
lies, and the Nisei Veterans whose fight and will 
continue to lead others to a better way of life.  You 
have truly given us all reason to celebrate our past, 
our present, our future — our rights and privileges 
because of your willingness to serve.  We thank 
you for your bravery, boldness, and the courage 
to protect the core values of America … the very 
values upon which this great nation was founded.  I 

am immensely proud of all of you 
and the NVC.

Duty First and Go For Broke!
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NVC Foundation President’s Column
By David Fukuhara

Every February marks the ob-
servance of the Day of Remem-
brance, which is, in the words 
of Sen. Bob Hasegawa and Rep. 
Sharon Tomiko Santos, “the 
honor of recognizing the history 
of heroism and resilience in our 
Nikkei Community” in the Wash-
ington State Legislature.  Instead 
of writing my column this month, 
in honor of the Day of Remem-
brance, I’d like to share edited 
passages from a piece written by 
my father, Mas Fukuhara, where 
he talks about the Congressional 
Gold Medal and his NVC experi-
ences.  All of his family accom-
panied him to Washington DC for 
the CGM ceremony.  

I’ll be back to talk to you next 
month about the NVC Foundation.

NVC Congressional Gold 
Medal Ceremony
By Mas Fukuhara

On November 2, 2011 the Con-
gressional Gold Medal was be-
stowed upon the 100th Battalion, 
442nd Regimental Combat Team 
and the Military Intelligence 
Service in recognition of their 
outstanding accomplishments 

during World War II.  These 
segregated units of the United 
States Army were composed 
mostly of Nisei who, in the fear 
and hysteria following the bomb-
ing of Pearl Harbor, were illogi-
cally classified by the draft board 
as 4-C, a designation as enemy 
aliens regardless of their native 
born, American citizenship.  Due 
to the urgent need for Japanese 
linguists, the MIS ignored their 
4-C classification and continued 
to recruit Nisei even after their 
evacuation into concentration 
camps.  

In the spring of 1943, the Army 
decided to form a segregated 
Nisei combat unit which was the 
442nd Regimental Combat Team 
which would be deployed in 
Europe.  Early in 1944, their draft 
designation was changed from 
4-C to 1-A and Nisei men were 
actively drafted, primarily as re-
placements for the 100th/442nd 
Regimental Combat Team and for 
training as linguists in MIS for 
deployment in the war against 
Japan.   

For the relatively short time they 
were permitted to serve, in both 
the European and Asian War 
Theatres, the Nisei accomplish-
ments were extraordinary.  The 
100th/442nd RCT was the most 
highly decorated unit in U.S. 
military history and one of their 
battles was included among 
the ten most important battles 
in United States history.  The 
linguists of MIS participated in 
almost every major air, sea and 
land battle in the war against 
Japan.  The language and intel-
ligence expertise provided by 
the Nisei of MIS gave a huge 
strategic advantage to the Allied 

Forces in the Pacific War.  The 
Nisei of MIS were credited by 
General MacArthur’s Chief of In-
telligence for shortening the war 
by two years with commensurate 
savings in resources and man-
power. All of this was accom-
plished by the Nisei while many 
of their family and friends were 
still incarcerated in concentra-
tion camps by the very govern-
ment for which they fought.  

For me, the Gold Medal Pre-
sentation Ceremony was a 
remarkable experience. Having 
lived through the insult of being 
classified an enemy alien by my 
own beloved country; suffering 
the humiliation of being evacu-
ated from my home and incar-
cerated behind barbed wire in 
one of America’s concentration 
camps; and being an eyewitness 
to the rampant anti-Japanese 
social/economics of pre-World 
War II, West Coast America, the 
messages conveyed at the cer-
emony were particularly heart-
warming.  Never in my wildest 
dreams could I have imagined 
that the most powerful people 
in our nation would rise, one 
after the other, to condemn the 
racial prejudices of the past and 
applaud the accomplishments of 
the Nisei soldier.  

I was particularly surprised at the 
presence and remarks of Senator 
John McCain.  The same Mc-
Cain who voted against Martin 
Luther King Day and Redress for 
Japanese Americans had high 

praise for the Nisei soldier and 
commented on the bipartisan 
support for the CGM award.  As 
the senior Senator of Arizona, 
he never struck me as a sup-
porter of any minority causes.  
The CGM Award Ceremony 
was a once in a lifetime event 
for Japanese Americans which 
will probably never be repeated 
again.

The Congressional Gold Medal 
is the highest honor awarded 
by Congress.  The award is 
as old as this nation with the 
first Medal awarded to George 
Washington by the First Conti-
nental Congress.  It has since 
been awarded 146 times to 
such famous inventors such 
as the Wright Brothers and 
Thomas Edison; humanitarians 
like Mother Teresa, Pope John 
Paul II, and the Dalai Lama; and 
athletes such as Jesse Owens 
and Jackie Robinson.  As Gold 
Medal recipients we have very 
illustrious company.

Receiving the Congressional 
Gold Medal was an unexpected 
honor and the last of several 
unexpected celebratory occa-
sions or accomplishments in 
my life.  People’s expectations 
in life vary, with some carrying 
lofty expectations and others 
much more modest.  As a kid, 
my expectations of life were cer-
tainly not high.  My expectations 
were shaped by the social and 

(continued on pg. 5)
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Honolulu -- “Journey of Heroes: 
The Story of the 100th Infantry 
Battalion and 442nd Regimental 
Combat Team,” an internation-
ally acclaimed and historically 
accurate graphic novel by Stacey 
Hayashi, has reopened its call 
for ad space going into its third 
printing.

Originally self-published in 
2012 as a project endorsed by 
the 442nd RCT Foundation, its 
first printing of 10,000 became 
12,000, and 5,000 books were 
donated to public schools and 
libraries in Hawaii. The remain-
ing books from the first printing 
were sold to recoup production 
costs, and quickly sold out in a 
few months. A second printing 
of 15,000, which became 18,000, 
was done in late 2013 and 
another “Adopt a School” project 
with the 442nd Foundation made 
possible the distribution of over 
6,500 additional books going to 
schools across the nation and 
world.

“Journey of Heroes” made its 
way to San Diego Comic Con in 
2013. Numerous book-signings 
have been held at Pearl Har-
bor Historic Sites, U.S. Army 
Museum, Japanese American 

Support Sought for 3rd Printing of ‘Journey of Heroes’
[Shared with permission from the 1/30/2021 The Rafu Shimpo eEdition]

National Museum, Bruyeres City 
Hall in France and other venues 
with Hayashi and veterans of the 
100th Battalion, 442nd Regimen-
tal Combat Team, and Military 
Intelligence Service participating.

Copies have been presented to 
former Japanese Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe by 100th Battalion 
veteran Tokuji Yoshihashi of Pas-
adena and MIS veteran Bishop 
Yoshiaki Fujitani of Hawaii on 
separate occasions.

Copies have also been presented 
to the late Sen. Daniel Inouye, 
a veteran whose letter appears 
in the book; the late Stan Lee of 
Marvel Comics; former U.S. Am-
bassador to Japan Caroline Ken-
nedy; Sen. Tammy Duckworth, 
an Iraq War combat veteran; 
and U.S. Ambassador to South 
Korea Harry B. Harris, former 
commander of the U.S. Pacific 
Command, the highest-ranking 
Asian American in the history of 
the Navy.

Hayashi wrote the screenplay 
for the 2018 feature film “Go For 
Broke: An Origin Story,” which 
follows a group of University of 
Hawaii ROTC students who fight 
discrimination after the Pearl 
Harbor attack by forming the 
Varsity Victory Volunteers, which 
led to the establishment of the 
100th/442nd.

“The first 10 pages of ‘Journey of 
Heroes’ is basically the story of 
‘Go For Broke: An Origin Story,’ 
the DVD of which will finally be 
available soon,” said Hayashi.

Proceeds from the DVD will be 
used to finance the next movie, 
“Go For Broke: And Then There 
Were Eight,” the story of the 

liberation of Bruyeres and Biffon-
taine, and the rescue of the Lost 
Battalion. Filming on location 
in France may begin in October 
2022, depending on the COVID 
situation.

The book is 6” x 9” and camera-
ready art can be emailed to
stacer@gmail.com by Feb. 15; 
payment can be made via PayPal 
(442comicbook@gmail.com) or 
check — email stacer@gmail.
com for payment address. Full 
page is $2,500 and includes 100 
copies of the book; half-page is 
$1,500 and includes 25 copies.

“In Honor/Memory of” ads will 
also be accepted, if families 
would like to include their family 
member in the section.

“My great uncle Ko Fukuda was 
original 100th Battalion, so he 
was in the Army on Dec. 7, 1941 
already with the 298th Infantry, 
defending Hawaii from the at-
tacking planes,” Hayashi said. 
”Growing up, we didn’t see him 
too much, and he passed away 
when I was still in high school, 
around the same time as Sparky 
Matsunaga, who was our U.S. 
senator and also was original 
100th.”

“So I didn’t really know too 
much about him until I became 
good friends with Goro Sumida 
because I started working on the 
movie. Goro was very close to 
my Uncle Ko — so close, in fact, 
that Goro was the only friend 
he mentioned when giving an 
oral history about his time in the 
service. So becoming such close 
friends with Goro kinda gave me 
back my uncle, in many ways.”

The stories of these vets are 

important for the Japanese com-
munity as a whole — and more 
important now, because so many 
are gone and are unable to share 
their stories anymore, as they 
shared them with me and anyone 
else fortunate enough to have 
known them.

Stories are the foundation of 
our culture and cultural identity, 
and Japanese Americans should 
know what their forebears in the 
Greatest Generation achieved. 
the fact that they are the most 
highly decorated unit in U.S. 
military history for its size and 
time in combat is remarkable, not 
only because they were the best, 
but because they did so utilizing 
the cultural values they were 
denigrated and suspected for by 
their own country and neighbors.

To say ‘we should be proud’ 
doesn’t even begin to cover 
the myriad positive effects and 
immeasurable impact they’ve 
had on the world, and we all 
benefit from their sacrifice and 
courage — all of us, not just the 
Japanese Americans, or Asian 
Americans, or even Americans. 
They’ve literally impacted all of 
us, all over the globe. If not the 
100th/442nd, the MIS in the Pa-
cific, China-India-Burma Theater, 
etc.

We all owe them a debt of grati-
tude that can never be repaid. It 
is important to keep telling their 
stories, to keep them alive and to 
remember who we are and who 
we want to be.
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economic environment which 
prevailed during my formative 
years.  

I was born and raised in a ghetto 
known as Nihon-Machi or Japan 
Town.  Japan Town was roughly 
between 23rd Avenue and 5th 
Avenue to the west and between 
East Cherry or Jefferson Street 
on the north boundary and 
Charles or Dearborn to the south.  
There were a few Japanese 
on Beacon Hill, but they were 
considered the more affluent 
(Kamihachi’s of KCW Furniture 
and Yamaguchi’s of North Coast 
Importing).  

Many Japanese lived in store-
front businesses and rooming 
houses in the area now labeled 
Chinatown.  Many of those 
residents did not have baths 
in their homes and regularly 
patronized one of several Furo 
or Public Bath Houses in the 
neighborhood.  The neighbor-
hood had its own Atlas Theatre 
which featured mostly Japanese 
and western movies and Nip-
pon Kan was the venue for most 
Japanese theatrical and martial 
arts events.  The area now 
occupied by the Yesler Terrace 
Housing Complex was home for 
many Nikkei.  The area between 
6th Avenue S. and 13th Ave. S. 
on Main and particularly Wash-
ington Streets was Seattle’s red-
light district.  The brothels were 
totally legal and at that time 
living in a neighborhood with 
prostitutes was not an issue for 
those Nikkei families.

All Nisei attended the Seattle 
Public School System which at 
that time was totally, racially 
integrated. Some schools were 
“whiter” than others but be-

cause isolated Japanese families 
lived in widely scattered areas of 
the city, every high school prob-
ably had a small representation 
of Japanese Americans.  Most 
however, attended Broadway 
High School (now the site of 
Seattle Community College Cen-
tral Campus), Garfield, Franklin 
and Cleveland High Schools.  I 
attended grade school at Wash-
ington Elementary School which 
was across the street from the 
old Wonder Bakery between 18th 
and 19th Ave. between Washing-
ton and Main Streets.

Although we associated with 
whites during school hours, 
when the dismissal bell rang, 
we returned to our respective 
communities.  The Japanese 
students usually went straight 
to Japanese School on 16th and 
Weller where they spent another 
hour and a half studying the 
Japanese language (there were 
other smaller Japanese language 
schools).  Nikkei were active in 
all school activities, including 
athletics.  Most sports and social 
activities of the Nisei were typi-
cally mainstream American but 
occurred almost totally within 
the Japanese community.

In the years prior to World War 
II, racial prejudice was rampant 
in America and all of the west 
coast states including Arizona 
had laws which discriminated 
against Asians. The language of 
the laws targeted aliens ineli-
gible for U.S. citizenship under 
a statute of the First Congress 
which restricted the privilege 
of citizenship only to free white 
immigrants.   Although race was 
never specified, the laws were 
clearly anti-Asian and directed 
mostly at the Issei.  As citizens, 
the Nisei were not directly im-
pacted by these statutes. Howev-

NVC Foundation President’s Column
(continued from pg. 3)

er, the anti-Japanese sentiments 
which prompted the legislation 
continued to plague even the 
Nisei.  The average white citizen 
at that time made no distinction 
between ethnic Asians let alone 
any distinction between Issei 
and Nisei.

In pre-World War II Seattle, be-
cause of the Issei’s reverence of 
education, many Nisei excelled 
academically.  It was common 
to see Nikkei as Valedictorians 
and Salutatorians in the top 
percentile of their graduating 
classes and Nikkei were preva-
lent in the Honor Society.  Their 
academic achievements were 
never rewarded with commen-
surate occupational placements.  
Nikkei graduated at the top of 
their class only to be rejected 
and see classmates below them 
find ready job placement.  Some 
professionals opened businesses 
in the Japanese community and 
some immigrated to Japan to 
fulfill their occupational aspira-
tions, but most took any avail-
able job.  In spite of the grim 
employment prospects, the Issei 
in their wisdom knew that the 
key to success and competing in 
these United States was educa-
tion.   Accordingly, in spite of the 
odds the Issei were relentless in 
their insistence that the Nisei be 
excellent students. 

As typical Issei, my parents also 
encouraged me to be a good 
student however, witnessing 
daily that for Nisei, hard work 
had little or no pay-off, I had no 
motivation.  I can truly empathize 
with the disgruntled minority 
youths who wrestle with the 
prospect of job discrimination.  
The lack of focus and low career 
expectations made me a very 
cynical and unhappy person, 
quick to find fault with every-

thing and every person.  This 
attitude persisted until my senior 
year in college, when my life 
began to turn around in school 
and in my career.

Another unexpected occurrence 
later in my life was inspired as 
a response to a totally unrelated 
and chance remark made by an 
ex-Commander at an NVC meet-
ing which I happened to chair.  
The gentleman was registering 
a mild complaint because after 
many years, his photo was not 
yet exhibited in the gallery of ex-
Commanders’ photos.  Although 
his complaint was legitimate, 
my mind asked, “why is this man 
complaining when we have not 
a single photo of any of our war 
dead?”  That was the beginning 
of a project to identify those 
Killed in Action with photographs 
and biographies.  The first 
iteration of the KIA exhibit was 
completed in 1990 and unveiled 
in a ceremony in March 1991, 
which featured Daniel Inouye as 
guest speaker.  The event drew 
more than 600 people the largest 
crowd ever to attend an event 
at Nisei Veterans Committee 
Hall.  For many survivors of the 
war dead, that ceremony finally 
provided closure to losses which 
occurred several decades earlier.  
The exhibit in its second iteration 
has been relocated to the entry 
hallway and remains a focus for 
all.  I am proud to have led the 
team which provided NVC with 
a totally unique and appropriate 
exhibit for the Nisei Veterans 
Memorial Hall.

I was always told that you are 
known by the company you keep.  
The CGM honor and NVC experi-
ences I shared, not because of 
any personal accomplishments, 
other than being associated with 
some very high Nisei achievers.
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Congratulations to the six out-
standing recipients of this year’s 
NVC Foundation Scholarship 
Program.  Due to the pandemic, 
the award presentations will be 
postponed until later this summer 
with a celebration at the NVC 
Hall for lunch and a hall tour.

NVC/WAC Scholarship

Lea Hidaka is the daughter of 
Dina Jeppesen and Mark Hidaka.   
Lea attends Mercer Island High 
School and maintains a 3.92 
g.p.a.  She plans to attend the 
University of Washington and 
major in Communication Design.

Lea serves as the President of 
the National Art Honor Society.  
Last summer she received a merit 
scholarship from the California 
College of the Arts to attend their 
summer pre-college program.  In 
addition, she volunteers to tutor 
students through Kids Corps and 
produced and edited an online 
video for the NVC 75th Memorial 
Day program last Spring. She 
participates in school activities 
which include the Marching/
Concert Band, Jazz Band and 
Badminton.  This year she co-
created a website /blog during 
the pandemic to inspire positiv-
ity, shared advice and interests, 
marketed through Instagram.

2021 NVCF Scholarship Recipients

NVCF Shiro Kashino 
Memorial Scholarships

Mari Kamemoto is the daughter 
of Audrey and Derek Kamemoto.  
She will be graduating from 
Bishop Blanchet High School 
this spring and has already made 
plans to attend Northwest Naza-
rene University next fall.  Though 
working part time at Dick’s 
Sporting Goods, she maintains a 
3.65 g.p.a.  Both her grandmoth-
ers were nurses, so her planned 
major is Nursing.

Mari has been very involved 
in Girl Scouts of America.  A 
highlight of her work was to plan, 
organize and execute a Gold 
Award Project through Special 
Olympics.  She created a Uni-
fied Softball team for athletes 
with intellectual disabilities and 
hopes to continue coaching while 
attending college.  

Her school activities include play-
ing on the Varsity Softball Team 
earning numerous awards for her 
athletic excellence.  She par-
ticipates in the Art Club and has 
been a member of the National 
Honor Society during her high 
school years.  

Mari also is very active in the 
Lighthouse Christian Church 
serving as a teacher to toddlers 

and being involved in the youth 
group.  She has been a volunteer 
with the NVC and helped create 
a 30-minute Veteran’s Day video 
last fall.

Emily Uyeji is the daughter of 
Stacy and Eric Uyeji and the 
granddaughter of Susan Uyeji.    
She works part time at Seattle 
Fish Guys while attending Frank-
lin High School with a 3.93 g.p.a.  
She hopes to attend the Univer-
sity of Southern California.  Her 
area of interest includes Sports 
Medicine, Human Biology, and 
Kinesiology. 

Emily is an avid athlete.  She is 
on the Franklin Varsity soccer, 
crew and track teams.  She has 
served as captain of the soccer 
team for the past two years.  She 
has been playing on the Seattle 
United Club Soccer since 9th 
grade.  Emily has been volunteer-
ing at the annual NVC Chow 
Mein Dinner for many years. 

Kathrine Dittmann is the daugh-
ter of Susan and Norman Dit-
tmann.  She is the granddaughter 
of past Commander, Tom Ko-
metani and Janet Kometani.  She 
has attended WSU and Everett 
Community College and has been 
accepted into the Doctor of Nurs-
ing Program at the University 

of Hawaii.  She will become a 
Nurse Practitioner.  Her current 
g.p.a. is 3.9.

Kathrine has dedicated her life 
work to the Healthcare field.  
She currently works part time at 
Evergreen Health in the Oncol-
ogy Unit, while also working as 
a nurse’s aide at the Bethany 
Skilled Care Center.  Kathrine is 
fluent in Spanish and spent two 
years in Peru and Costa Rica as a 
volunteer and English Teacher.

Kathrine was a Scholar Athlete 
at WSU being awarded the 
Reynold-Biesner Scholarship 
Endowment in Athletics.  She 
earned the Arthur Ashe Sports 
Award, the Pac-12 All Academic 
Women’s Track, First Team and 
the All-Academic Women’s Cross 
Country, First Team.  

Kaci Yoshimura is the daughter 
of Teri and Ross Yoshimura and 
the great niece to Joe, Carl and 
Ray Tsuchiya.  She is a student at 
Point Loma Nazarene University 
and maintains a 3.941 g.p.a. She 
is majoring in Psychology and 
Speech and Language Pathology.

While going to school, she works 
part time at Chipotle Restaurant 
and at the Sammamish Chil-
dren’s Therapy.  She serves on 

By Debbie Kashino

(continued on pg. 7)

VELOBIKESHOP.COM 
2151 • Sixth Avenue 
Seattle, WA 98121

ph 206.325.3292 
fax 206.325.8881

info@velobikeshop.com

 

Proudly Keeping Memories Alive 

For more information on preplanning or 
job opportunities in our community 
ou t reach  d i v i s i on  p lease  ca l l              
206-834-1961 

11111 Aurora Avenue North • Seattle • WA • 98133  

______________________________________________ 

Honor the Past 
Celebrate the Present 

Leave a Legacy for the Future 
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NVC has joined “Cup of Joe for a Joe”, a Green 
Beans Coffee program that allows you to thank 
a member of the armed forces for their service 
with a hot, fresh cup of Green Beans Coffee and 
a personal message at over three dozen overseas 
bases where Green Beans Coffee has an outlet. 

Here are some of the messages the NVC has 
received from Troops wanting to thank you for sending them a Cup of 
Joe!

Thank you

 Leona serving in Camp Arifjan, Zone 1, Kuwait

Thank you for your support! I love Green Beans Coffee. The 
Cup of Joe for a Joe program is amazing. So much love from 
back home. God Bless!

 Service member serving in Camp Arifjan Zone 1, Kuwait

Thank you for the coffee … hey, are you from Hawaii?

 Robby serving in Ali Al Salem, Kuwait

Thank you for the coffee. Happy new year!

 Service member serving in BPC Mall, Qatar

Thank you for this gift. It may only be a cup of coffee to some 
but it reminds us we have not been forgotten. Thanks again. 

 Service member serving in Camp Arifjan Zone 1, Kuwait

Thank you for the coffee! It makes my morning

 Service member serving in BPC Mall, Qatar

Thank you for the coffee, made my day!

 Service member serving in BPC Mall, Qatar

Acknowledgements also received from service members serv-
ing in:

Camp Lemonier Main, Djibouti; BPC Mall, Qatar; Al-Dhafra Main, 
United Arab Emirates

To send your own Cup of Joe, go to: 
https://www.greenbeanscoffee.com/products/cup-of-joe-for-
a-joe

Thank You for a Cup of Joe!
By Keith Yamaguchi

the Student Ministries at her 
college and is a group leader 
for her Psychology class.  She is 
involved in Club Volleyball and 
was the captain for the Wash-
ington Volleyball Academy. She 
played with the Island Thunder 
Volleyball Club and the Christian 
Sports League.  She also has par-
ticipated in the Life Focus Youth 
groups for many years.  She has 
continued to be on the schools’s 
Dean List for the past two years.

Evan Kato is the son of Mad-
eline and Gary Kato.  He attends 
Seattle Lutheran High School 
and has a 3.8 g.p.a.  He hopes to 
attend Gonzaga University and 
study Biology.

Evan is very active with the 
Young Buddhist Association and 
Boy Scouts.  He has served as 
a Senior Patrol Leader with his 
Boy Scout Troop. “At school he 
belongs to the Math and Chess 

Club, participates in the school 
Basketball and Golf teams, and 
has earned his Varsity letter in 
both sports.” He is a member of 
the National Honor Society.

In addition, Evan has been an 
NVC/NVCF volunteer starting 
in 2017 when his Scout troop 
helped with flag placing at 
Washelli on Memorial Day.  His 
troop helped present the colors 
at the annual Memorial Day ser-
vice.  He has also participated in 
the Day of Remembrance House 
of Representative Flag Ceremony 
in Olympia. 

The members of the Scholarship 
Committee have served for many 
years, some from its inception in 
1998.  Thank you for your com-
mitment!  They include Wendy 
Coombs, Kris Hiraoka, Carmen 
Chan, Diane Yoshihara, and 
honorary member May Sasaki.  
Brianna Ishihara joined this year 
and is taking over as chair of the 
Scholarship Committee. 

2021 NVCF Scholarship Recipients 
(continued from pg. 6)
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� NVC/WAC Scholarship � Shiro Kashino Scholarship
� Endowment Fund � Other:

Enclosed are Annual NVC Membership Dues for ________
years at $35 per year; or ROTC Membership Dues at
$20 per year (25 & Under).

Dates:

� NVC/WAC Scholarship � Shiro Kashino Scholarship
� Endowment Fund � Other:

Enclosed are Annual NVC Membership Dues for ________
years at $35 per year; or ROTC Membership Dues at
$20 per year (25 & Under).

Dates:

� NVC/WAC Scholarship � Shiro Kashino Scholarship
� Endowment Fund � Other:

Enclosed are Annual NVC Membership Dues for ________
years at $35 per year; or ROTC Membership Dues at
$20 per year (25 & Under).

Dates:

Walter and Emiko Fukuyama 
celebrated their 73rd wedding 
anniversary this past August. On 
12/25/20 Emiko was called home 
and Walter on 1/1/21. Emiko 
was born 2/9/25 in Tokyo, Japan 
to Jyukichi and Sada Futori. She 
met Walter, a US Army soldier in 
Japan; they married and started 
life together in Seattle. 

NVC Taps
Walter was born on 6/28/25 to 
Hikohachi and Mume Fukuyama 
in Juneau, Alaska. Growing up 
in Alaska, he loved to roam in 
the mountains, fish, hunt, ski 
and play basketball. Along with 
other Japanese living in Alaska, 
Walter, his mother, sister Ethel 
and brother Tom spent three 
years in Minidoka Incarceration 

Walter Fukuyama Camp during WWII, where he 
graduated from High School. 
After his military service, he 
earned an Economics Degree at 
the University of Washington and 
later a Mechanical Engineering 
degree at Seattle University. He 
was a Principal Design Engineer 
at Boeing for 33 years. 

Walter and Emiko are survived 

Serving Your Real Estate 
Needs Since 1994

Eric Uyeji
(206) 854-4468 

ericu.johnlscott.com

by daughters Nancy Albright 
(Mark) and Joy Uomoto (Mike); 
grandchildren Todd (Laura) and 
David Albright, Kyle and Con-
nor Uomoto, Stephanie Miner 
(Jesse); two great-granddaugh-
ters Rylann and Raegan Miner. 
Memorial donations can be made 
to Faith Bible Church, Japanese 
Language Ministries. 
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NVC Donations
General Fund

Melvin Y. Inouye

Brian Kaku

Tsukasa and Keiko 
Namekata

General Fund 
- NVC Hall Fence

National Association 
for Black Veterans 
(NABVETS), Lake-
wood, WA

In Appreciation of 
All Those That Have 
Served 

Stuart Ono

In Appreciation of the 
NVC Newsletter

Tatsuko Watanabe

In Appreciation of the 
NVC Nisei Luncheon 
Program

Michiko Toyohara

Ted Yasuda

In Honor of All 
“George’s” Born on 
February 22

George and Lillian 
Kiuchi

In Honor of 
Ats Kiuchi’s 91st 
Birthday

George and Lillian 
Kiuchi

In Memory of 
Ryan Ebesugawa

Dale and Shizue Kaku

NVCF Endowment Fund

NVC Foundation Donations
General Fund

Brian Kaku

Lawrence Leake

Dr. Roderick Mar

Irene and Richard 
Saito

General Fund
- NVC Hall Fence

National Association 
for Black Veterans 
(NABVETS), Lake-
wood, WA

In Appreciation of the 
NVC Nisei Luncheon 
Program

Mieko Nomura

In Memory of Pui 
Barker

Sue Chin and Amy 
Chin

In Memory of 
Marianne Chin

Sue Chin and Amy 
Chin

In Memory of 
Michael Chin

Sue Chin and Amy 
Chin

In Memory of 
Lance Chin

Sue Chin and Amy 
Chin

In Memory of 
Ryan Ebesugawa

Ann Kawasaki Romero 
and Rocco Romero

Carol Narasaki and 
David Hatten

Toshiko Okamoto and 
Sheila Okamoto

In Memory of 
Brian Fujita

Sue M. Chin and 
Mayme and Austin 
Fujita

In Memory of 
Ronald Komatsu

Sue Chin

In Memory of 
Michi Murakami

Bernie and Wendy 
Aquino

Frank Nishimura 
Family

Jean Okazaki

Gale Yuen

In Memory of 
Kimberly Young

Sue Chin

In Memory of 
Richard Young

Sue Chin

NVC Museum in 
Memory of 
Rian Ebesugawa

Susan Uyeji and 
Satoshi Okada

Scholarship Fund

Tosh and Dolly 
Tokunaga

Keith and Mary Anne 
Yamaguchi

In Memory of 
Ken Higashiyama

Setsuko Nakata

In Memory of 
Ted Imanishi

Teresa Imanishi

In Memory of Chuck 
Kinoshita

Arlene M. Kadoshima

In Memory of 
Michi Murakami

Alfred and Jane 
Fujimoto

Ronald and Cynthia 
Hiraki

Merry M. Ishino

Danny Nomura

Susan Uyeji and Sato 
Okada

In Memory of 
Kunio Otani

Ben and Lucille 
Kodama

In Memory of 
Ken Shigaya

Mickey M. Hiroo and 
Lisa Kunihiro and 
Patty Hiroo Mastrude

Bill and Beth 
Kawahara

In Memory of 
Taiji Takayoshi

Geraldine Takayoshi

In Memory of 
Shig Tanagi

Rick Yokoyama and 
Cindi Kato-Yokoyama

In Memory of 
Noboru Tazuma

Yukio and Kimiko 
Tazuma

In Memory of 
Frank Tsuboi

Tosh and Dolly Toku-
naga

In Memory of 
Kazuo Yamane

Joyce Yamane and 
Stephen Waite

In Memory of 
Junji Yukawa

Alfred and Jane 
Fujimoto

Don and Fuyo Yoshida

NVC Scholarship Fund  Grace and James Shibayama

NVC/WAC Scholarship Fund 
In Memory of Josh Suehiro  Alfred and Jane Fujimoto

    Stuart Ono

In Memory of Tom and Mary Hiraki Ronald and Cynthia Hiraki

In Memory of George Kakehashi David and Sachiyo Searles

In Memory of Michi Murakami Craig and Barbara Murakami

In Memory of Ken Shigaya  Ron and Linda Iwasaki

In Honor of Gene Tsuji  Lyla Anderson

NVC
   Life  Eddie Shimizu
   Annual  Satoshi Okada

NVC FOUNDATION
   Annual  Dina Jeppesen
     Leonard Kosinski
     Mieko Nomura

NVC/NVCF Membership
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CONCOURSE CONCESSION LLC
22518 Marine View Drive S.  •  Des Moines, Washington  98198
Tel: 206.824.6500  •  Fax: 206.824.1195  •  www.concourse-usa.com

Offering Quality, Innovative Food Services at Sea-Tac International Airport

North Satellite
and Concourse A

Concourse C Concourse A

Community NEWS
JCCCW – The Northwest Nikkei Museum Speaker Series will 
be held online via Zoom from 7 pm - 8 pm PST on the third Friday of 
each month. The next program is on Friday, March 19. There will be 
time for questions during each session. Join us for our new, monthly 
program and learn about Japanese American culture and history 
with the Northwest Nikkei Museum (NNM)! On the third Friday of 
every month, we will host a speaker, covering a variety of topics and 
perspectives related to Japanese Americans in the Greater Seattle 
Area and beyond! Free to attend, but registration required. Check out 
upcoming speakers at: https://www.jcccw.org/speaker-series. 

Wing Luke Museum – You are invited to attend the Museum’s 
Annual Auction - Dare to Dream, in a new virtual setting! There 
will be exclusive performances that you won’t want to miss and a 
signature live auction. Please save the date – Saturday, March 20th 
at 6:00 pm - and keep an eye out for more information about artist 
performances, silent and live previews, and new ways to engage. As 
so many times in the past, this moment calls on us to come together 
to support one another in powerful ways. We must never stop daring 
to dream! Registration for the event opens February 22. For updates 
and announcements about this year’s program, join the newsletter at 
www.wingluke.com or contact esullivan@wingluke.org 

ACRS – ACRS needs people to Volunteer at the Food Bank! As 
the weather gets colder, you can help prepare hot meals for seniors, 
distribute and assemble grocery bags for people experiencing hunger, 
or lend a hand at our community farm. View volunteer opportunities 
and sign up at:  bit.ly/ACRSVOLOPPS

Densho – The new Densho podcast, Campu, tells the story of 
Japanese American incarceration like you’ve never heard it before. 
Brother-sister duo Noah and Hana Maruyama weave together the 
voices of survivors to spin narratives out of the seemingly mundane 
things that gave shape to the incarceration experience: rocks, fences, 
food, paper. Follow along as they move far beyond the standard 
Japanese American incarceration 101 and into more intimate and 
lesser-known corners of this history. Listen or subscribe wherever you 

listen to podcasts. Support for Campu comes from the Atsuhiko and 
Ina Goodwin Tateuchi Foundation. For descriptions and a link to com-
plete transcripts for each episode, visit: https://densho.org/campu/ 

JCCCW – Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the front office will remain 
closed until further notice. Please email admin@jcccw.org or call 
(206) 568-7114 to leave a voice message if you have any questions.

•Hosekibako	Store:	The Hosekibako in-person store will be open 
by appointment only Thursday through Saturday between 10AM 
and 3PM! (face mask required). Online purchases can be picked up 
Thursday through Saturday between 10 AM and 3 PM from Hosekiba-
ko (in the East Building).

•Donation	of	Japanese	items:	Email hosekibako@jcccw.org 
for questions and drop-off details. Drop-off donations on Thursday 
between 10 AM and 3 PM at the north side of the east building.

•Nikkei	Bunko	Library:	The library will be open by appointment 
ONLY  for current members between 11AM - 2PM on Fridays. Check-
ing books in and out is self-service. Please make an appointment 
before 3 PM the Thursday before via email to  admin@jcccw.org or 
call (206) 568-7114.

•Office	Space	at the JCCCW is currently available to rent. Learn 
more at: https://www.jcccw.org/rentals 
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Help Continue the NVC Legacy

Donate to the NVC Foundation Endowment Fund to Help Continue the NVC Legacy!

For More Information, Please Contact:
Leslie Inaba at info@nvcfoundation.org or leave a message at NVC Hall: (206) 322-1122

Recycle Your Old Bike!
Drop it off or call for a FREE

Pickup in the Greater Seattle Area
Phone: 206.325.4526
Text: 206.972.8356
Email: info@velobikeshop.com
www.velobikeshop.com

Seattle Vision Clinic 
(206) 623 - 1100

Lund Chin 
Greg Chin 
John Kikuchi

677 South Jackson St. 
Seattle, WA 98104

Your Link to SEATTLE’S JAPANESE COMMUNITY Since 1902

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE
https://napost.com/subscribe

Thank you for your contined support

Stay Happy & Healthy!

M A R K E T S
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Enclosed are Annual NVC Membership Dues for ________
years at $35 per year; or ROTC Membership Dues at
$20 per year (25 & Under).
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