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Apply for NVC Foundation 2022 Scholarship
By Brianna Ishihara, Scholarship Committee

The NVC Foundation Scholarship
Program will award up to five (5)
$3,000 higher education scholarships in 2022.

award will be required to write
one or more articles for the newsletter on a featured speaker of
the NVC Monthly Speaker Series.

NVC / NVC Foundation
Scholarship

Priority for the NVCF Scholarship
will be given to those who submit
a completed application by February 11, 2022, by 11:59 p.m. PST.
Consideration will be given to
those who demonstrate academic
achievement, leadership, and
community service.

Four scholarships will be awarded through the Nisei Veterans
Committee and NVC Foundation.
This scholarship is open to both
high school seniors and college
students. Recipients of this

Hidden Heroes:
The Nisei Soldiers of WWII

The fifth scholarship will be
awarded in commemoration of
Colonel Jimmie Kanaya, a highly
decorated 442nd Regimental
Combat Team medic, known
for his leadership and role as
an educator. The Col. Jimmie
Kanaya Scholarship Award
for $3,000 will be granted to
a high school senior pursuing
higher education at a community
college, technical college, or
four-year university.
Priority for the Col. Jimmie
Kanaya Scholarship will be
given to those who submit a
completed application by Febru-

Premiered on the HISTORY Channel
on November 11, 2021
This new documentary tells the
lesser-known, inspiring story of
the Japanese American soldiers
of WWII who fought for the ideals of American democracy and
became the most decorated military unit for its size and length of
service in United States history.
The Nisei, a term to describe
second generation Japanese
Americans, made up the 100th
Infantry Battalion/442nd Regimental Combat Team, and the
Military Intelligence Service,
a group of Nisei linguists and
translators. They played a pivotal
role in the Allied victory against
the Nazis and are credited with
shortening the war in the Pacific
Theater and saving countless
lives. But despite their courage,

Col. Jimmie Kanaya
Scholarship

efforts, and influence on the battlefield, they still battled against
fierce racism and discrimination
at home in the United States. Actor George Takei, whose family
was confined in an internment
camp during the war, is among
those interviewed.

ary 11, 2022, by 11:59 p.m. PST.
Consideration will be given to
those who demonstrate academic achievement, leadership,
community service, and connection to the NVC through legacy or
volunteerism.
Students may apply to either one
of the scholarships, but not both.
Access to both applications
can be found on the NVC/NVCF
website: https://www.nvcfoundation.org/education/scholarship/
For more information or questions about eligibility, please
email: NVCFScholarship@
gmail.com.

NVC Celebrates Veterans Day 2021

NVC & NVC FOUNDATION CALENDAR
November 19, Friday, 7:00 pm-8:30 pm

NVC and NVC Foundation – Virtual Meeting

December – NO meeting will be held this month. Please enjoy the Holidays!
To get the meeting link and information, email this address: nvcfoundation@hotmail.com
NOTE: For the safety of our volunteers and all those who use NVC Memorial Hall, the NVC Board has elected
to close use of the NVC Memorial Hall until further notice due to the Coronavirus/COVID-19 Pandemic. Please
check with us or visit the website for information on when we will reopen the NVC Hall. Until then, all programs
and events will be held Virtually online.
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NVC Commander’s Column

By Mike Yaguchi

And this sentiment leads to our national holiday of
thanks and appreciation called Thanksgiving Day. I
have much to be thankful for about our volunteers.
Some long-tenured volunteers include Keith and
Mary Ann Yamaguchi, ‘co-chairs’ of the monthly
Nisei Veterans Luncheon; Bob Kiga, chair of the
Annual NVC Memorial Day Celebration; Shiz Kaku,
stalwart steward of donor acknowledgments; Geri
Lynn-Egeler for her curator work receiving and
cataloging artifacts transferred to NVC’s care and
stewardship; and Paul Murakami and his newsletter crew. All contribute to NVC’s mission. So many
On Veterans Day, November 11th, the entire Nation
others deserve recognition and appreciation too.
acknowledged the uniformed service of nineteen
We simply cannot survive or thrive without our
million veterans (2021 US Department of Vetervolunteers.
ans Affairs report). John F. Kennedy said, “As we
Finally, Christmas and the December holiday
express our gratitude, we must never forget that
season are here. Janice Maeditere (Chicken Soup
the highest appreciation is not to utter words, but
book fame) says, “Christmas is not as much about
to live by them.” George Washington stated that
opening our presents as opening our hearts.” In
a “nation is judged by how well it treats its veterthat spirit, lets pause, whisper aloud your thanks
ans.” Their words, and the selfless service of our
WWII Nisei veterans, inspired me to accept a two- and appreciation for our Soldiers, Sailors, Marines,
Coast Guardsmen, Airmen, and Guardians, and
year appointment to the Advisory Committee on
Minority Veterans by the US Secretary of Veterans those serving in overseas assignments. Trust me,
Affairs. I hope to help unburden the hidden costs of they’ll hear you … I always did.
war for veterans, their families, and beneficiaries.
American author, Melody
Beattie, is attributed with
stating, “Gratitude makes
sense of our past, brings
peace for today, and creates a vision for tomorrow.” On the heels of
Veterans Day and Thanksgiving Day, I find Ms. Beattie’s sentiment even more
meaningful this year.

Serving Your Real Estate
Needs Since 1994

Eric Uyeji
(206) 854-4468

ericu.johnlscott.com
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(PDF or JPG), hardcopy acceptable.
• Contact: G. Page Tanagi for more info:
gptanagi@gmail.com
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NVC Foundation President’s Column
By David Fukuhara

Locally, for over 100 years, one
of the most traditionally conservative and non-minority entities
has been the Port of Seattle
Commission (comprised of 5
Commissioners). Even though
more than 85% of our trade is
with Asia, the NVC’s own Lloyd
Hara broke the color barrier on
the Commission in 2005 as the
first Japanese American Commissioner.

After enduring the rise in antiAsian hate over the past few
years, this month has confirmed
political change and progress
for Asian Americans. Evidence
of this change can be seen from
coast to coast, with Asian Americans winning significant elected
offices.
For the first time, Seattle has
elected a mayor with Japanese
American ancestry in Bruce
Harrell. Also, Michelle Wu, a
Taiwanese American, was the
first woman and person of color
to be elected mayor of the city
of Boston, while Aftab Pureval,
of Tibetan and Indian American
ancestry, was elected mayor of
Cincinnati.
Yet another unmistakable trend
is emerging, where we are seeing young people being elected
to these leadership positions
—Wu and Pureval are both in
their 30’s.

Then in 2019, Sam Cho a Korean
American, was elected to the
Port Commission. I first met candidate Cho at the annual Densho
gala dinner and was inspired
to see that he was not even 30
years old! Yet, Cho has been
highly effective at leading the
Port through the unprecedented
COVID-19 pandemic, including
outlining plans for the economic
survival of the small business
community at the Port.
Now just this month, Toshiko
Hasegawa was elected to the
Port of Seattle Commission.
Hasegawa, along with Hamdi
Mohamed, who also won her
election, will become the first
women of color to be elected
to the Commission – in 2021!
Toshiko and Hamdi are also both
around 30 years old.
Toshiko has grown up in our
Community, serving as a Board
member for both JACL and
Densho, Executive Director of
the Washington State Commis-

sion on Asian Pacific American
Affairs, and of course being the
daughter of proud papa State
Senator Bob Hasegawa.
The Port of Seattle is responsible
for billions of dollars in trade,
hundreds of thousands of jobs,
and is critical to the economic
development for this region. So,
beginning next year, the Port
of Seattle Commission will be
comprised of not only persons of
color but also young and visionary Commissioners who will play
a major role in assuring that economic development will benefit
all Communities in our region.
Speaking of elections and young
people, the NVC Foundation
will be developing our slate of
Officers and Board Members
over the next few months, with
elections to be held in February. Our Foundation Board has
several young and Yonsei Board
Members who are highly skilled
and capable individuals.
I am hoping the trend will
continue and we will see even
greater involvement from the
youth in our Community, from
both a leadership and membership standpoint. In the past, our
younger Board members have
been respectful and have de-

ferred to their “elders” from an
involvement standpoint. However, as we “senior citizens” ease
toward the retirement door, we
hope to accelerate the process
of transitioning some of our key
positions to the next generation
of leadership.
Then, as the Nisei before us, we
will continue our involvement on
projects of special interest to us,
while also assuming our rightful
place at the NVC Hall relaxing,
eating, drinking, and enjoying all
the events sponsored by the NVC
and Foundation.
Our next NVC Foundation Board
and Membership meetings will
be conducted on November 19,
2021. The Board meetings will
start at 6:00 pm and the Membership meetings will start at
7:00 pm. Once again, the NVC
Foundation Board meeting will
continue to be held on a hybrid
basis, both virtual and in person;
the Membership meeting will
remain as virtual only. Then, as
usual we will have no meeting
during the month of December so
everyone can focus on spending
time with family.
Everyone have a great holiday
season as we close out the 2021
year!

Offering Quality, Innovative Food Services at Sea-Tac International Airport

North Satellite
and Concourse A

Concourse C

Concourse A

CONCOURSE CONCESSION LLC
22518 Marine View Drive S. • Des Moines, Washington 98198
Tel: 206.824.6500 • Fax: 206.824.1195 • www.concourse-usa.com

4

2021 NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER  •  Visit Our Website: www.NVCFoundation.org

NVC Taps
JOHN NAKANO
John passed away peacefully on October 28, 2021,
at the age of 96.

John retired from Boeing after 35 years of service with the last assignment as a boat mechanic for the hydrofoils. He and his family
Dates:
Dates:
Dates: War Relocation
were incarcerated during World
War II at Minidoka
near
Jerome,
Idaho. NVC
He
served
in the Dues
442nd
Regimental
nclosedCenter
are Annual
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at
year;
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Membership
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ROTC
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& Under)
.year(25
20 per year (25$20
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(25&&Under)
Under)..
$20
per year

John was predeceased by his wife Lillian, and five younger brothers
and sisters. He is survived by many nieces, nephews, and cousins.
The family would like to thank the staff at Merrill Gardens at Renton
Centre, Kennydale Golden Age Adult Family Home, and Evergreen
Hospice for caring for him over the last few years of his life.

Seattle Vision Clinic
(206) 623 - 1100

Lund Chin
Greg Chin
John Kikuchi

677 South Jackson St.
Seattle, WA 98104

 NVC/WAC Scholarship
Shiro Kashino
Scholarship
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 Shiro
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Kashino Scholarship
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 Endowment
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 Other:
Endowment
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Other:
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National World War II Museum Education Article
By Tamara Bunnell
[NOTE: This article first appeared in the NVC Newsletter of November/December 2015]

In September of 1941, a young
woman named Louise Tsuboi
smiled for her final yearbook
photo. It was her senior year
at Seattle’s Broadway High
School, and she must have been
excited as she looked ahead to
the school year to come. Aside
from Broadway’s outstanding
classes, there would be dances,
academic achievements, clubs,
and activities. For Louise, that
meant time with Science Club,
the Honor Society, and the Nichibei Japanese American Choir to
name a few.
Months later, her photo appeared in the senior section of
the BHS yearbook, where each
page of the student designed
publication was captioned with
a phrase related to graduation.
Some were comical (“For Whom
the Bell Tolls” and “Never Come
Back”) and some sentimental
(“Outward Bound” and “Beyond
the Horizon”). Topping Louise’s
page was the phrase, “Made in
America.”
Louise was no longer at Broadway High School when the
yearbook was released, so she
wasn’t there to see her photo
or the title, though she most
certainly would have noted the
irony. Like every other student
of Japanese descent at BHS,
even those “Made in America,”
Louise had been removed from
her home and sent to a temporary detention center in nearby
Puyallup, Washington. Clumsily
and hastily built on land normally

used as fairgrounds, “Camp Harmony” was where she and her
classmates would be temporarily held before being sent on to
more permanent incarceration
camps for the duration of the
war.
As a Seattle resident and
teacher of Pacific Northwest
History, I have long been interested in the story of Broadway
High School, which was located
just a few blocks from where I
teach. However, it wasn’t until I
attended a WWII-focused GilderLehrman summer institute for
teachers at the National WWII
Museum that I came to study the
yearbook that would lead me to
Louise’s story.
While there, in addition to having the opportunity to tour the
museum and attend lectures
with noted historian Donald L.
Miller, we were asked to build
a lesson plan on something
from the collection. To help us
get started, the education team
at the museum put together
a room of artifacts related to
our interests and curricula, and
also directed us to the online
exhibits. Pouring over them and
fascinated by each one, I thought
I would never be able to choose
until I came across something
from home in the museum’s digital exhibit, “See You Next Year:
High School Yearbooks from
WWII.” It was the 1944 edition
of Sealth, the Broadway High
School yearbook.

Though it likely came out some
time close to D-Day, there are
only a few references to the war
in the book. One war-related
section, a two-page spread listing the names of alumni serving
in the war, is arresting. Over
500 names grace the page, and
each has a story. There is Robert
Dorwart, who floated for 16
days in the Pacific after his B-17
was shot down, famed sculptor
George Tsutakawa, who served
as a translator in the Military
Intelligence Service despite the
fact his own family was incarcerated at Tule Lake, and Leo
Sarkowsky, whose Jewish family
fled Germany and landed in Seattle by way of Czechoslovakia,
and whose brother Herman, also
a WWII veteran, would go on to
found the Seattle Seahawks.
As interesting as I found the
1944 yearbook and the people in
it, however, I knew there was another story to discover about the
people who were not. Seattle,
like most west coast cities, had
a sizable Japanese American
population before the war.
Though the 1882 federal Chinese
Exclusion Act, restrictive housing
covenants, and other formal and
informal discriminatory policies
limited the freedoms of Japanese Americans, their presence
and influence in the city was
significant. I wanted to know just
how significant the population
was at BHS, so upon my return
to Seattle I reached out to their
alumni association to learn more.

Broadway High closed not long
after WWII ended, but their
alumni association has maintained a continuously updated
archive since that time. It is a
treasure trove of information
featuring a veritable who’s who
of Seattle history, lovingly maintained by the school’s graduates
who have remained connected
to this day. There I was able
to borrow a set of WWII era
yearbooks, and through them I
learned my suspicions were correct: the BHS student body was
significantly different in 1944
than it was before Pearl Harbor
and the ensuing Japanese Incarceration.
How significant? The pre-incarceration Broadway student body
was approximately 30% Japanese American, and the earlier
editions of Sealth make the
contributions of those students
clear. They are valedictorians,
class officers, all-star athletes,
newspaper editors, and thespians. They brought their culture to
the school through the Nichibei
Choir and through tea ceremonies at the student carnival, yet
in most ways little in the yearbooks distinguishes them from
their classmates, many of whose
parents and grandparents were
also immigrants to the United
States.
On Louise’s page of the 1942
yearbook, seven of the 17
students have Japanese names.
Like Louise, unless their families
(continued on pg. 6)
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National World War II Museum Education Article
(continued from pg.5)

were able to move off the West
Coast beforehand, it can be
assumed all were removed from
their homes in the spring of 1942
and sent to Camp Harmony with
only what they could carry.
The devastating impact of this
removal on the Japanese American community is obvious and
well documented. At Broadway,
the non-Japanese community
was affected as well. Members
of the faculty traveled to Camp
Harmony to conduct a graduation ceremony for the students
there, and many BHS students
made the effort to write to and
visit their Japanese friends. I’ve
heard stories of non-Japanese
students driving down from
Seattle to toss what they could
over the fences to their former
classmates, including clothing,
books, and toiletries, though
all but the letter writing ended
when the residents were sent
on to permanent camps further inland. Like many Seattle
residents, Louise and her family
were sent to Camp Minidoka in
Idaho.
Among the other residents at
Minidoka was the man who
would become Louise’s husband
of more than 50 years, Shiro
Kashino. A scrapbook housed
today at Seattle’s Nisei Veterans
Memorial Hall contains a hand
drawn dance card Shiro made
for Louise, though their dancing
time together would be halted
for a time by Shiro’s decision
to leave the camp and join the

famed all Japanese American
442nd Regimental Combat team.
Shiro would go on to become
one of the most decorated and
respected members of his regiment, and his story is a fascinating one. So fascinating, in fact,
that it has been featured in a
recently published graphic novel,
Fighting For America: Nisei
Soldiers, by Lawrence Matsuda
and Matt Sasaki. Shiro’s chapter has also been turned into a
short animated film, which can
be seen here: https://vimeo.
com/138931027. Both the book
and film are excellent resources
for any teachers and students
interested in WWII.
I plan to use both, as well as the
1942 and 1944 Broadway High
School yearbooks, in my classroom this year when my students
study WWII and the Japanese
Incarceration. I will use the
yearbooks as comparative primary sources through which my
students can discover this history themselves, a history that is
immediate and local while also
addressing the larger themes of
patriotism, loyalty, and social
justice.
Sometimes, it seems, you must
travel to New Orleans in order to
discover the history of your own
neighborhood. Many thanks to
the National WWII Museum and
the Gilder-Lehrman Institute of
American History for leading me
down this path.
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NVC Donations
Everyone should
know their stories.
Thank you for sharing
them for all of us
Elizabeth Sinclair
In Appreciation of
Nisei Lunches
Tomiko and Sachiko
Nakama
Tosh and Dolly
Tokunaga
In Appreciation of
NVC Golf Tournament/
Steak Dinner
Bill and Beth
Kawahara

Tosh and Dolly
Tokunaga

Kathleen Yukawa

Elaine and Pauline
Yoshida

Marlene Ching
Bill and Beth Kawahara
Mary Ann Mizokawa
In Memory of
Joe Manabu
Leslie and Nilo Evangelista
In Memory of
Sachiko Murakami

In Appreciation of
Chris Sketchley

Robert Murakami

Shawn Brinsfield

In Memory of
Washin Murakami

In Appreciation of
Curt Yamane

Bruce and Janice Abe

Shawn Brinsfield

Linda Ishii
Jolene Louie

In Honor of Julian
Hiraki’s 88th Birthday

George and Irene
Mano

Ronald and Cynthia
Hiraki

Patti Merz

In Honor of Frank
Nishimura, a good
father, a brave soldier,
and a great scoutmaster

Nori Suguro

Michael, Sylvia, and
Dave Otani

NVC Foundation Donations

In Memory of
Alfred Fujimoto

In Memory of
Naomi Kakiuchi

Eddie and Linda
Shimizu

In Memory of
Frank Nishimura
Takashi Akiyama and
Nancy Fujimoto

General Fund
Apex Foundation
for Kathy and John
McAvoy
Boeing Employees
Giving Fund
Brian Kaku
Lawrence Leake

Ronald and Cynthia
Hiraki

Kathy McAvoy

Dale and Shiz Kaku

John Riess

Emiko Suyehiro

Sandy Timmer

Jacqueline Perkings

In Memory of
Washin Murakami

In Memory of
Frank Okazaki

Shobo and Toyo
Tanaka

Mika and Larry Caples

In Memory of
Frank Nishimura
Lynn Kanaya
Rod and Kris
Kawakami
George Sakai
Curtis Ueda

Tosh and Dolly
Tokunaga
Don and Fuyo Yoshida
Kathleen, Bob, Steve,
and Peter Yukawa
In Memory of
Kats Okamoto
Kathy Hasegawa
In Memory of Bret
Walker – US Army
Lillian Hiyama
In Memory of
Kaoru Yamada
– Tule Lake
Lillian Hiyama

Kay Tokunaga

NVCF Memorial Wall
Upkeep

In Memory of
Pat Nakamura

Lillian Hiyama

Bill and Beth
Kawahara
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Kristine Terada
NVCF Memorial Wall
– In Appreciation of
Justin Tsujii
Kerrie Tsujii
Thank you for your
commitment, time, and
passion
Judi Masuda

NVC Foundation
Endowment Fund Donations
In Memory of Rian Ebesugawa		

Jayna and Sam Umeda

In Memory of George Kakehashi		

David and Sachiyo Searles

In Memory of Pat Nakamura		
Mariko Angeles
					Paul Murakami
In Memory of Frank Nishimura		
Curtis and Nancy Fukuhara
					Kachi Ikeda
					Keith Ikeda
					Thom and Beverly Ikeda
					Thomas and Janet Kometani
					Marie and Joanne Kumasaka
					Pui Look
					Brian Masuo
					Rod Matsuno
					John and Jenny Mattson
					Carla Mizuta and Buff Kohler
					Ken Mizuta
					Craig and Barbara Murakami
					Paul Murakami
					Joy Nishimura
					Jean Okazaki
					Harold and Diane Taniguchi
					Jim and Eileen Yoshida
In Memory and In Honor of Frank Nishimura Mickey Hiroo
					Lisa Kunihiro
					Patty Hiroo Mastrude
In Memory of Frank Nishimura,
a 100th/442nd Regimental Combat Veteran

Saburo Tsuboi

Scholarship Fund Donations
COL Jimmie Kanaya Scholarship Fund

Enoch Kanaya
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Community NEWS
JCCCW will host its first Artisan Craft & Holiday Gift Sale on
Saturday & Sunday, the 20th and 21st of November, 2021 from
10AM to 4PM both days by Appointment Only.
Appointments will open on the 1st of November at 10AM, via a link
that will be posted on this page. Each appointment slot will allow up
to two (2) people 12 years or older; please keep to one appointment
per household. In compliance with King County Guidelines, upon entry
all attendees over 12 years of age must provide proof of vaccination
against COVID-19, or a negative test result for the virus from within 72
hours prior to attending.
Masks must also be worn at all times while inside the JCCCW
facilities during the same, and they must cover from your nose to
your chin. Cash and all major credit cards will be accepted. Revenue
generated from this sale will go toward supporting the mission of
the JCCCW to preserve, promote, and share Japanese and Japanese
American culture and heritage. Information at: https://www.jcccw.
org/artisan-craft-and-holiday-gift-sale

Thank You for a Cup of Joe!
By Keith Yamaguchi

NVC has joined “Cup of Joe for a Joe”, a
Green Beans Coffee program that allows
you to thank a member of the armed
forces for their service with a hot, fresh
cup of Green Beans Coffee and a personal
message at over three dozen overseas
bases where Green Beans Coffee has an
outlet.
Here are some of the messages the NVC has received from Troops
wanting to thank you for sending them a Cup of Joe!
Thank you!
— Service member serving in Qatar

JASSW (Japan America Society of the State of Washington)
hosts their 98th Holiday Celebration and Auction in a live online Thank you very much!
event Tuesday, November 30 at 5:30 PM (PST) and Wednesday,
— Nick serving in Qatar
December 01 at 10:30 AM (JST).
An Online Silent Auction will also run from November 18 - November
30. This year’s event will connect members, supporters, friends and
community in Washington State and Japan online with special stories,
fun entertainment, and exciting auction items. The theme will take
the Olympics as inspiration, so “Raise a Toast to the Tokyo Olympics”
From early giving to “Raising a Toast” together virtually, help make this
year’s Holiday Celebration and Auction a true gold medal event! For
more information and registration: https://jassw.info/event-4406545

Acknowledgements also received from service members serving in:
Kuwait, Qatar, United Arab Emirates
To send your own Cup of Joe, go to:
https://www.greenbeanscoffee.com/products/cup-of-joe-fora-joe
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Help Continue the NVC Legacy
Donate to the NVC Foundation Endowment Fund to Help Continue the NVC Legacy!

For More Information, Please Contact:
Leslie Inaba at info@nvcfoundation.org or leave a message at NVC Hall: (206) 322-1122

Stay Happy & Healthy!
11111 Aurora Avenue North • Seattle • WA • 98133

Proudly Keeping Memories Alive

Recycle Your Old Bike!
Drop it off or call for a FREE
Pickup in the Greater Seattle Area

Phone: 206.325.4526
Text: 206.972.8356
Email: info@velobikeshop.com
www.velobikeshop.com

Honor the Past
Celebrate the Present
Leave a Legacy for the Future
______________________________________________

For more information on preplanning or
job opportunities in our community
o u t re a c h d i vi si o n p l e as e c a l l
206-834-1961

Your Link to SEATTLE’S JAPANESE COMMUNITY Since 1902

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE

https://napost.com/subscribe

Thank you for your contined support

MARKETS
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